
Chapter 43: Stillborn
The chapter titled "Stillborn" presents an intricate and emotionally charged interaction between Elizabeth
Zott and two key figures from the Parker Foundation: Avery Parker and Mr. Wilson. Avery, who introduces
herself as Miss Parker to highlight her unmarried status, extends what appears to be a straightforward job
offer to Elizabeth. However, this seemingly simple gesture quickly transforms into a complex and probing
dialogue filled with layered questions, veiled accusations, and revelations that hint at deeper motives and
unresolved histories.

Elizabeth, a dedicated scientist who has had prior dealings with the Parker Foundation, listens carefully as
the conversation unfolds. The initial discussion about her potential employment soon veers into more
personal territory, with subtle but pointed references to her daughter Madeline’s birth. Elizabeth’s suspicions
begin to grow as Mr. Wilson, in a casual yet calculated manner, mentions the need for equipment upgrades
and inquires about the mysterious disappearance of Calvin Evans’s research. This veiled curiosity about
Calvin—Elizabeth’s former partner and a brilliant scientist—introduces an unsettling tension to the
discussion.

Hints of a deeper, possibly troubling connection between Calvin and the Parker Foundation emerge as Mr.
Wilson shares a seemingly innocuous anecdote about Calvin’s youth. This story, laced with implications,
raises Elizabeth’s unease, suggesting that Calvin’s groundbreaking work may have ties to the foundation’s
interests. Elizabeth becomes increasingly convinced that the foundation’s interest in her is not purely
professional but rather a strategic maneuver to access Calvin’s research and its untapped potential.

Avery’s role in this interaction further complicates matters. Despite her wealth and high standing within the
Parker Foundation, she reveals her limited autonomy, underscoring the gendered power dynamics that define
her position. This acknowledgment resonates deeply with Elizabeth, who has long faced systemic
discrimination in her scientific career. Avery’s struggle to assert authority within her own organization
mirrors Elizabeth’s broader fight against societal and institutional barriers, creating a subtle bond between the
two women amidst their conflicting priorities.

As the conversation unfolds, Avery attempts to steer the dialogue in a more personal direction. She shares a
deeply moving story about a young girl’s traumatic experience at a Catholic home for unwed mothers, a tale
filled with sorrow, loss, and resilience. This anecdote adds a profound emotional layer to the chapter,
suggesting that Avery’s own past may be intricately linked to the lives of those present. The story also casts a
critical light on the societal and institutional failings that have shaped the characters’ lives, hinting at a shared
history that has yet to be fully uncovered.

Elizabeth, grappling with the revelations and the emotional weight of the conversation, finds herself torn
between distrust and curiosity. Mr. Wilson’s casual yet deliberate remarks, paired with Avery’s poignant
storytelling, leave Elizabeth questioning the true motives of the Parker Foundation. The organization’s
actions seem to straddle the line between genuine interest in scientific progress and a veiled attempt to
control narratives and reclaim intellectual property tied to Calvin’s legacy.

As the chapter progresses, the themes of power, loss, and redemption come to the forefront. Avery’s story,
infused with personal regret and a desire for reconciliation, contrasts sharply with Mr. Wilson’s calculated
demeanor, creating a dynamic that highlights the complexities of their roles within the foundation.
Elizabeth’s own experiences with systemic inequality and personal grief add another layer of depth to the
narrative, painting a vivid picture of resilience and determination in the face of adversity.

The chapter concludes with an air of unresolved tension and anticipation. Elizabeth is left to ponder the true
intentions of the Parker Foundation and the deeper connections between their inquiries and her late partner’s



enigmatic past. This pivotal moment sets the stage for further revelations, as Elizabeth must navigate the
labyrinth of hidden agendas, personal histories, and institutional power struggles that surround her.

Through its intricate dialogue and richly layered storytelling, "Stillborn" delves into the complexities of
identity, power dynamics, and the enduring impact of personal and professional legacies. The chapter
masterfully weaves together themes of gender inequality, institutional critique, and emotional vulnerability,
creating a narrative that is as thought-provoking as it is emotionally resonant. As Elizabeth grapples with the
weight of the conversation and the mysteries it unveils, the story propels forward, promising profound
revelations and transformative moments in the chapters to come.


