
Chapter 4

In the first chapter of "Maniac Magee," we see the introduction of Jeffrey, a remarkable young boy who
makes quite an impression during his first school day. His notable appearances commence during an
eleventh-grade gym class, where most students engage in soccer while a select group participates in football,
coached by their gym teacher. On this particular day, the star quarterback, Brian Denehy, throws a
remarkable sixty-yard pass aimed at his top receiver, James “Hands” Down, who is sprinting down the
sideline.

Unexpectedly, just as Hands reaches out to catch the ball, an astonishing event occurs—the football
disappears mid-air. As the varsities, including Hands, come to grips with this bizarre moment, little Jeffrey
weaves through the larger football players effortlessly, eluding any attempts to stop him. Upon reaching the
soccer field, he executes a swift punt of the football, sending it soaring back to Hands Down with precise
accuracy. The kick is so extraordinary that it surpasses anything Brian Denehy has ever accomplished.

The standout feature of this encounter, which both captivates and baffles everyone, is that Jeffrey
accomplishes all these feats with one hand, as his other hand clutches a book tightly. This unusual detail
leaves the older students in disbelief and curiosity about who this kid is and how he managed such a
spectacle while seemingly absorbed in reading. It offers a glimpse into Jeffrey's unique character—talented,
dexterous, and unorthodox, establishing the impression that he is not an ordinary child but rather someone
with exceptional abilities. This scene sets the tone for the enchanting and extraordinary adventures that
Jeffrey, a.k.a. Maniac Magee, is destined to experience.


