
Chapter 36: The Investigation Deepens

Holly Gibney remains completely absorbed in her investigation, her sharp instincts guiding her toward details
that others might dismiss as irrelevant. In Chapter 36, a call from Randy Holsten shifts her focus, as he
casually mentions that Bonnie, the girl at the center of Holly’s case, once played the role of a Christmas elf at
a holiday gathering. While this detail seems insignificant at first, Holly’s investigative mind recognizes the
potential for connections hidden beneath the surface, prompting her to dig deeper into its meaning.

Following the lead, she reaches out to Lakeisha Stone, who verifies that Bonnie had indeed taken part in a
virtual Christmas party during the COVID-19 lockdown. The event, hosted by retired professors Harris and
his wife, had featured a handful of participants, including Bonnie, playing festive roles like Santa’s elves.
Though the information appears trivial, something about the connection unsettles Holly, urging her to
investigate whether Bonnie’s association with the couple was merely coincidental or if it played a larger role
in her mysterious disappearance.

Determined to explore every possible link, Holly discovers that Bonnie continued working for Mrs. Harris
beyond the holiday season, assisting her with various administrative and technical tasks. This revelation adds
a new layer of complexity to the case, suggesting that Bonnie’s relationship with the Harrises extended
beyond a fleeting holiday event. Holly begins to wonder whether the couple might have had deeper ties to
Bonnie’s personal life, making them more than just casual acquaintances in the young woman’s timeline.

As she continues unraveling the details, Holly finds herself increasingly consumed by the investigation,
following every clue with unwavering determination. The deeper she digs, the more she realizes that
Bonnie’s vanishing act might not be as simple as it initially seemed—perhaps someone within the Harrises’
circle holds answers that no one has yet uncovered. Every step forward reinforces Holly’s belief that even the
most insignificant details can serve as the key to unlocking an entire mystery waiting to be exposed.

Amid her relentless pursuit of answers, Holly receives an unexpected call from Tanya Robinson, who brings
news about Barbara, a mutual friend, and Olivia Kingsbury, Barbara’s aging mentor who is nearing the end
of her life. The conversation briefly pulls Holly out of her investigative mindset, reminding her of the
emotional connections she maintains beyond her work. However, even as Tanya speaks, Holly’s mind
continues to process the case, struggling to shift her focus away from the tangled web she is determined to
untangle.

The brief personal moment only highlights how deeply embedded Holly is in her role as an investigator,
constantly balancing her personal life with the demands of her relentless pursuit of truth. Though she values
her friendships, she cannot help but feel that every minute spent away from the case might be a lost
opportunity to uncover crucial evidence. This internal struggle defines much of Holly’s character—her drive
to seek justice often eclipses her ability to fully engage with the relationships around her, leaving her torn
between obligation and obsession.

Just as she attempts to unwind and momentarily detach from her work, a text message from Barbara disrupts
her attempt at relaxation. The message contains a response to Holly’s earlier inquiry about Cary Dressler, a
name that might hold relevance to the investigation. This single message reignites Holly’s relentless pursuit,
pulling her back into the depths of the mystery, proving once again that her dedication to uncovering the truth
is not something she can easily set aside.

As the chapter concludes, the weight of Holly’s determination is palpable—her mind is constantly working,
piecing together fragments of information in hopes of forming a complete picture. She understands that every
clue, no matter how minor, could be the missing puzzle piece needed to crack the case wide open. Though
exhaustion lingers at the edges of her thoughts, she pushes forward, driven by an unshakable instinct that tells



her she is on the brink of a revelation that could change everything.


