
Chapter 34_Alles Kaput …

In this chapter of "Mother Night," the narrator sits on a packing case, reflecting on how a few words have
drastically transformed their life, leaving them considerably poorer than before. He expresses this sentiment
by stating “alles kaput,” declaring that everything seems lost. Wirtanen reassures him, suggesting he still has
a friend who shares similarities with him—someone who can embody multiple roles sincerely. This prompts
the narrator to inquire about the intentions behind this friendship.

Wirtanen reveals a sinister plot designed to uproot the narrator from his current surroundings and relocate
him where he can be captured amid fewer international complexities. This scheme involves informing Jones
about the narrator’s whereabouts and stirring up concerns among patriots, thus facilitating the plan to sever
his ties to his current life. The notion of escaping to Mexico is introduced as Wirtanen informs him of a plane
awaiting in Mexico City, ready to whisk him away to Moscow swiftly, all expenses accounted for.

The narrator wrestles with disbelief and confusion, questioning why the Russians would be interested in him,
especially as a relic from World War Two. Wirtanen explains their intention to publicly display him as a
symbol of the fascist war criminal sheltered by his country and to potentially extract confessions regarding
American-Nazi collusion during the early years of the Nazi regime.

The narrator remains resistant, questioning the nature of the threats that would compel him to confess
dishonorable actions. Wirtanen, however, implies the stakes are high, indicating death could be the
consequence of noncompliance—not for the narrator himself, but for the girl he loves, Resi Noth. This
revelation emphasizes the perils faced by those connected to him, further complicating the already tangled
situation of identity, loyalty, and survival.


