
Chapter 29_Adolf Eichmann and me …

In the chapter titled "ADOLF EICHMANN AND ME," the narrator reflects on his two days of
convalescence in a peculiar setting, dressed in ill-fitting clothes sourced from friends—the garments are
oddly symbolic of his state of being. He shares his feelings of vulnerability, being cared for by Resi Noth and
George Kraft, and the shared goal of escaping America. Their discussions center around idyllic destinations
like Acapulco and Rhodes, indicating a desire to escape the grim realities surrounding them, which are
worsened by the news that instills fear and anxiety about his future.

The narrator’s situation grows dire as rumors spread that he is a citizen of nowhere, with both Israel and West
Germany expressing a desire to claim him, fueled by the press's frantic calls for justice. He describes the
public outcry against him, illustrating a society riddled with hostility—people demand violent retribution,
while various factions call for his trial, viewing him as akin to infamous war criminals.

Throughout, the narrator critiques the fervor of public sentiment, calling faith in such absurdity terrifying.
The press's indignation and the private desires for revenge illustrate a rabid atmosphere surrounding him.
These sentiments are exemplified by publications like The New York Post and The New York Times, which
suggest extreme measures against him.

A rather unsettling encounter with Adolf Eichmann occurs during his brief imprisonment in Tel Aviv.
There’s a surreal exchange where Eichmann, unrepentant and as enigmatic as ever, discusses the nature of
writing and even makes a macabre joke about the human cost of his actions. The narrator’s response
encapsulates a stark truth: Eichmann perceives no guilt, nor does he acknowledge the intrinsic horror of his
actions.

The chapter ends with a note from Eichmann, questioning the necessity of a literary agent—a wry moment
reflective of both men’s grim realities. The narrator's interactions with Eichmann reveal the almost absurd
nonchalance that pervades their dire situations, underscoring deep reflections on morality, complicity, and the
human condition in the face of atrocity.


