
Chapter 25: Hazel Discovers Augustus's Final
Letters and Legacy

The chapter opens with Hazel Grace Lancaster waking from a vivid and unsettling dream, her mind clouded
with emotions she cannot entirely place. Seeking solace, she finds comfort in the quiet presence of her
mother, a steadfast figure amidst the chaos of her thoughts. This moment of reprieve is short-lived, as a call
from Kaitlyn, her lively and carefree friend, draws Hazel back into the world. Kaitlyn’s casual yet thoughtful
conversation plants the seed of an idea: the possibility that Augustus Waters may have left something
behind—a final piece of himself waiting to be discovered.

Spurred by Kaitlyn’s words, Hazel’s curiosity and longing lead her to reach out to Lidewij Vliegenthart, the
assistant to the elusive author Peter Van Houten. In her email, Hazel carefully conveys her emotions,
balancing her grief with a glimmer of hope. Lidewij’s empathetic response offers a sense of reassurance, as
she promises to investigate whether Augustus sent any letters to the author before his passing. This exchange
marks the beginning of a journey, not just to uncover Augustus’s potential final message, but to understand
his enduring love and what it means to leave a legacy.

As Hazel waits for Lidewij’s reply, she reflects deeply on the themes of love, loss, and the impermanence of
life. Her thoughts are a mixture of sorrow for what has been lost and a yearning for what might have been.
Augustus’s desire to leave a lasting mark on the world resonates with her own struggles to find meaning in
the shadow of her terminal illness. These contemplations are temporarily set aside as her family surprises her
with a celebratory Bastille Day picnic—a heartfelt attempt to bring moments of joy and normalcy into
Hazel’s constrained reality.

The picnic, though simple, is imbued with emotional weight. Hazel, surrounded by her family’s love, finds
herself caught between the sweetness of the moment and the underlying sadness of her limited time. The
picnic becomes a microcosm of her life: fleeting, beautiful, and tinged with a profound awareness of
mortality. As the family laughs and shares stories, Hazel’s mind drifts to Augustus, his absence a sharp
reminder of the fragility of human connections. This scene captures the delicate balance between cherishing
the present and mourning the loss of a future that will never come.

Later in the chapter, Hazel visits Augustus’s grave, seeking not just to honor his memory but to feel a
tangible connection to him. Standing by his resting place, she reflects on their shared journey and the love
that continues to shape her life. This act of remembrance is both cathartic and grounding, allowing Hazel to
process her grief while also holding onto the hope that Lidewij’s findings will bring her closer to Augustus’s
final thoughts. The significance of the day, steeped in both historical and personal meaning, amplifies
Hazel’s emotions, making the visit a pivotal moment in her path toward healing.

When Lidewij’s response arrives, it comes with Augustus’s letters—an emotional revelation that changes
everything. These letters, filled with Augustus’s raw honesty and vulnerability, provide a window into his
thoughts during his final days. In his writing, Augustus speaks of his desire to leave behind a meaningful
legacy for Hazel, one that transcends his physical absence. His reflections on love, mortality, and the impact
of a life lived fully, even when cut short, resonate deeply with Hazel’s own inner struggles.

The letters serve as the emotional climax of the chapter, weaving together Hazel’s grief, Augustus’s hopes,
and the universal longing for significance. Augustus’s words offer Hazel a sense of closure while also
reigniting her determination to find purpose in her own life. His love, immortalized in his final writings,
becomes a guiding light for Hazel, showing her that even in the face of loss, there is beauty to be found in the
connections we leave behind.



This chapter is not merely a narrative of events but a profound exploration of human emotions and the quest
for meaning. Hazel’s reflections on Augustus’s legacy highlight the importance of living with intention, even
when the future feels uncertain. The Bastille Day picnic, though a seemingly ordinary event, underscores the
value of cherishing small moments of joy and connection. These instances remind readers that life’s beauty
often lies in its transience and imperfection.

Augustus’s letters, in particular, offer a powerful commentary on the impact of love and memory. His
vulnerability and honesty challenge readers to think about the legacies they are creating in their own lives.
Through his words, Augustus teaches Hazel—and by extension, the audience—that even in the face of
mortality, the love and kindness we share can leave a lasting impression. This chapter serves as a poignant
reminder that while life may be fleeting, its impact can echo far beyond our time.


