
Chapter 24: The Investigation Stalls
When Holly arrives at Jet Mart in Chapter 24, she finds Emilio Herrera, the store clerk, eager to talk about
Bonnie Rae Dahl, a well-known figure in the community who has recently gone missing. Emilio recalls
Bonnie as a friendly and reliable customer, someone whose visits were a regular part of the store’s routine.
Despite Holly’s careful questioning, he has no recollection of anything unusual happening on the night she
disappeared, nor does he remember seeing the van that Holly believes could be linked to the case.

Determined to find any lead, Holly presents Emilio with a photograph of Peter Steinman, another missing
person whose case may be linked to Bonnie’s. Emilio studies the image, but his response is frustratingly
vague, offering only a faint recognition that leads nowhere concrete. With no new information, Holly leaves
the store, her mind already racing through alternative ways to piece together the fragments of a growing
mystery.

Back at her apartment, she sifts through her notes while dealing with a sharp, unwelcome comment online, a
reminder that public scrutiny follows her every move. The frustration of dead ends weighs heavily on her as
she prepares to make a difficult phone call to Penny Dahl, Bonnie’s mother. With a measured tone, she
shares her growing suspicion that Bonnie may have been abducted, a realization that sends a fresh wave of
grief through Penny and deepens Holly’s resolve.

Even as she works tirelessly to untangle the case, Holly finds herself at an impasse, struggling to determine
her next course of action. The call from Penny lingers in her thoughts, a painful reminder of how much is at
stake. The missing pieces haunt her, and for the first time in this case, she feels genuinely stumped, unsure of
where to turn next.

In contrast to Holly’s frustration, her close friend Jerome calls from New York with an entirely different
energy, thrilled about securing a major book deal. His excitement, though genuine, serves as a stark contrast
to Holly’s current struggles, highlighting the professional standstill she feels trapped in. While she is happy
for him, the conversation only amplifies her frustration, reinforcing the sense that her investigation is moving
painfully slow.

Meanwhile, Emily and Roddy Harris, an elderly couple with unsettling ties to the case, quietly discuss
Holly’s persistence and what it could mean for them. They are well aware of her growing involvement in the
missing persons investigation and begin considering their next move. Their conversation carries a sinister
undertone, subtly suggesting that if Holly becomes too much of a problem, they may need to take action to
protect their secrets.

Elsewhere, Barbara Robinson receives a call from Jerome, who excitedly shares his book deal news before
briefly mentioning Holly’s case. Though interested, Barbara is preoccupied with her own projects and only
half-listens, unaware of how deeply Holly is entangled in something dangerous. The call is short, a fleeting
moment that further underscores how everyone’s lives continue to move forward, even as Holly remains
stuck in the labyrinth of her investigation.

That night, exhaustion finally overtakes Holly, and her mind drifts into dreams shaped by her past. Memories
of her father resurface, woven into the image of an old postcard written in Latin, a fragment of a relationship
she still struggles to fully understand. As she stirs in the early hours of the morning, she finds herself
reflecting on the connections between past and present, loss and perseverance, and the relentless search for
truth that seems to define her existence.

This chapter intertwines Holly’s relentless pursuit of justice with the intricate lives surrounding her,
illustrating the emotional and psychological toll of an investigation that seems to offer more questions than
answers. As she fights against doubt and the looming presence of unseen threats, she is forced to confront not



only the mysteries of the case but also the unresolved ghosts of her own past.


