
Chapter 24: Hazel's Search for Closure and
Strength Amid Loss and Love

In Chapter Twenty-Four, three days after Augustus "Gus" Waters’ death, Hazel receives a voicemail from
Gus’s father that reignites her curiosity and hope. He informs her about a black Moleskine notebook found by
Gus’s hospital bed, though its initial pages are missing. Hazel speculates that this notebook might contain
Gus’s final message to her, the "missing piece" Isaac hinted at earlier. Believing that the Literal Heart of
Jesus church—where significant moments of their relationship unfolded—might hold answers, Hazel,
accompanied by Isaac, begins a meticulous search. However, their efforts yield no results, leaving Hazel
physically exhausted and emotionally drained as she contemplates her own fragile mortality.

The weight of Hazel’s grief is compounded during a support group session led by Patrick. As she reflects on
Gus’s absence and her worsening health, her anxiety intensifies, making her acutely aware of the ticking
clock of her own life. These moments of searching and introspection illustrate the complex interplay of hope,
loss, and the longing for closure that defines Hazel's journey in this chapter.

Back at home, Hazel’s struggles with her health come into sharper focus, particularly through her challenges
with eating and the constant reminders of her body’s decline. A heated exchange with her mother brings to
light Hazel’s profound fear of leaving her parents childless and alone. This conversation unearths Hazel's
guilt and helplessness, contrasted against her mother’s unwavering determination to care for her, even as she
quietly prepares for life after Hazel.

The tension between Hazel and her mother gives way to a poignant revelation: her mother has been secretly
pursuing a Master’s degree in Social Work. Motivated by the desire to support others grappling with illness
and loss, this decision reflects both her resilience and her need to find purpose beyond Hazel’s life. For
Hazel, this discovery offers a bittersweet comfort, knowing her parents will have a sense of direction and
fulfillment even after she’s gone.

This chapter deeply explores themes of love, loss, and the search for meaning amid the inevitability of death.
Hazel’s attempt to find Gus’s final message symbolizes her desire for closure and a way to keep his presence
alive in her life. At the same time, her family’s journey toward acceptance and their efforts to reshape their
lives beyond Hazel underscore the enduring power of connection and love, even in the face of profound grief.

The narrative highlights the complexities of living under the shadow of terminal illness, not just for Hazel but
also for her loved ones. It showcases how loss forces individuals to reevaluate their roles, relationships, and
future paths. The way Hazel's parents confront their shared reality—with her father’s quiet strength and her
mother’s proactive steps toward a new purpose—offers a message of hope amid the sorrow.

Hazel’s search for Gus’s final words mirrors the universal need to find meaning after losing someone we
love. The missing notebook represents more than just Gus’s message; it becomes a metaphor for the
unanswered questions and unfinished moments that often accompany grief. This theme resonates not only
with Hazel but also with anyone grappling with the loss of a loved one, emphasizing the importance of
seeking closure while accepting that some answers may remain elusive.

Moreover, the chapter reflects on how loss reshapes those left behind, encouraging them to forge new
identities and purposes. Hazel's realization that her mother has taken steps to ensure a life of fulfillment
beyond her daughter’s death is a testament to this transformation. It serves as a reminder that even in the
most devastating circumstances, love and resilience can create new beginnings.



Chapter Twenty-Four portrays Hazel’s grief and search for meaning as deeply intertwined with her evolving
relationships with Gus and her family. It captures the raw emotions of facing mortality, not as a solitary
journey but as one shaped by the connections that persist through love and memory. Hazel’s journey
illustrates that while death creates an undeniable void, it also compels the living to find ways to honor and
continue the bonds that define their lives.

The chapter concludes by blending despair with a glimmer of hope, showing that even in the face of loss, life
can hold moments of clarity and purpose. Whether through Gus’s unfinished message, Hazel’s deepening
connection with her parents, or her reflections on what it means to live fully despite the odds, the narrative
leaves readers with a powerful reminder: grief and love are inseparable, and both shape how we navigate
life’s most difficult moments.


