
Chapter 22_The Contents of an Old Trunk …

In the chapter titled "The Contents of an Old Trunk," the narrator, Howard W. Campbell, Jr., shares an
intimate moment with his partner, Helga, in their Greenwich Village attic. He suggests they leave the
cramped space for a more suitable hotel room, proposing to replace all their old furniture with new. Helga,
however, expresses contentment with their current situation, prompting a playful exchange between them
about finding a bed that recalls fond memories.

Helga surprises Howard by revealing a suitcase full of his manuscripts, which she presents as gifts for him.
This collection consists of his past works, capturing his youthful essence and heartfelt expressions. Howard
has mixed feelings about the presents; while he acknowledges these papers were once the essence of who he
was, he expresses discomfort at their resurfacing, especially a manuscript titled "Memoirs of a Monogamous
Casanova."

As Helga recites various poems, Howard reflects on the simplicity and sentiment of his earlier writings. A
particularly poignant piece he recalls is a German poem titled “Reflections on Not Participating in Current
Events,” which illustrates a sense of detachment from the world’s happenings. Despite its dark themes, it
showcases the internal struggle he faces, weighed down by memories of conflict.

Helga informs Howard that she discovered his trunk containing these works while searching for news of him
in West Berlin, where they both had deep roots in the theater scene. The trunk symbolizes a part of his past,
and for Howard, the realization that he has no copies of these writings is heavy. Their conversation reveals
Howard's despair over his loss of creative inspiration and disillusionment with his surroundings, despite
Helga's encouragement.

The chapter shifts as George Kraft, a friend, interrupts their moment, anxiously searching for his missing
pipe. His frantic behavior inadvertently brings Howard and Helga closer, as they share their resentment for
the intrusion. The scene underscores relationship dynamics while highlighting Howard's lingering attachment
to his past through his works, contrasted with the complications of present life.


