
Chapter 22: Grief, Love, and the Search for
Closure at Gus's Visitation

Chapter Twenty-Two opens with a somber scene at the Literal Heart of Jesus church, where Augustus "Gus"
Waters lies in his coffin during his visitation. The setting—marked by its exposed stone walls and rows of
mourners—visually reflects the emotional void left by Gus’s death. As the protagonist walks into this space
of shared grief, her interactions with Gus’s parents reveal their profound heartbreak, capturing the universal
pain of losing a loved one. Their drained demeanor and heartfelt words underscore the deep bond they share,
one rooted in their mutual love for Gus.

The protagonist’s emotional struggle becomes increasingly evident as she approaches Gus’s coffin. In a
symbolic gesture, she temporarily removes her oxygen tube, a physical representation of her desire to
momentarily bridge the gap between life and death to be closer to Gus. Her whispered words, “I love you
present tense,” reveal her inability to fully accept his passing, clinging to the hope that he might somehow
hear her. Placing a pack of Camel Lights into his coffin—a poignant nod to their shared memories—serves as
both a farewell and an acknowledgment of their bond, deepening the emotional weight of this moment.

Unlike traditional funeral services, Gus’s visitation becomes a multifaceted space where love, frustration, and
introspection converge. The protagonist silently grapples with the minister’s attempt to offer comfort through
simplistic platitudes about Gus’s newfound “wholeness” in the afterlife. These words, while well-intentioned,
fail to resonate with the depth of her loss, highlighting the inadequacy of universal consolations in the face of
personal grief.

The atmosphere grows even more tense with the unexpected arrival of Peter Van Houten, the reclusive and
cynical author whose actions previously caused anguish. His presence disrupts the mourning process, as his
dismissive remarks starkly contrast the genuine sorrow felt by those present. Moments of levity, including
anecdotes from Isaac and one of Gus’s high school friends, provide brief respites, yet the emotional
undertone remains heavy as the protagonist reflects on the interplay of pain and joy during her heartfelt
speech.

After the service, the story takes an introspective turn as Van Houten seeks a ride with the protagonist’s
family, stirring a mix of irritation and disbelief. His presence reignites unresolved tensions, culminating in a
blunt rejection of his offer to reveal the fate of a character from his novel—a subplot that once consumed the
protagonist. In a poignant act of self-preservation, she chooses to hold on to her memories of Gus,
prioritizing her personal experiences over Van Houten’s attempt to impose closure through fiction.

This decision highlights the protagonist’s growing understanding of grief and acceptance. Rather than
seeking external explanations or validations, she begins to realize the importance of cherishing the memories
and love she shared with Gus. By rejecting Van Houten’s narrative, she asserts control over her own
mourning process, demonstrating the strength required to navigate such profound loss.

Chapter Twenty-Two poignantly explores the complex emotions tied to grief, love, and the search for
closure. The protagonist’s journey through Gus’s visitation captures the raw intensity of losing someone
deeply cherished, balancing moments of heartbreak with reflections on the enduring power of love. Through
her symbolic gestures—like removing her oxygen tube and leaving the Camel Lights—she bridges the
emotional distance between herself and Gus, showcasing the intricate ways individuals attempt to process
loss.



The presence of Van Houten adds another layer to the chapter’s exploration of grief, contrasting the sincerity
of shared mourning with the cynicism of someone consumed by their own pain. This juxtaposition
underscores the varied ways people cope with loss, from genuine reflection to attempts at deflection or
control. The protagonist’s ability to reject Van Houten’s intrusion demonstrates her resilience and
commitment to preserving her authentic connection with Gus.

The chapter ultimately reflects on the enduring complexities of love and memory in the face of death.
Through her interactions with Gus’s family and the confrontation with Van Houten, the protagonist begins to
accept that closure is not always a tidy resolution but rather a process of finding meaning in what remains.
Her reflections during the funeral underscore the idea that grief is deeply personal, shaped as much by love as
by the absence of the one lost.

Chapter Twenty-Two captures the universal struggle of grappling with death while holding onto the beauty
of life’s fleeting connections. By blending moments of shared sorrow, personal introspection, and acts of
defiance, the chapter paints a vivid portrait of navigating loss. It reminds readers that while grief is inevitable,
the memories and love we carry forward provide the strength to endure and honor the lives of those we hold
dear.


