
Chapter 210

In Chapter 210 of "All the Colors of the Dark," the setting is a stark prison cafeteria where inmates eat from
brown trays and reflect on their harsh realities. The chapter opens with Tug picking at his unappealing meal,
highlighting the abysmal food quality that is under scrutiny in a class action lawsuit led by Larry Medeau, a
disgraced lawyer. Tug casually discusses the impending execution of a fellow inmate, Tooms, demonstrating
a resigned attitude towards prison life and its injustices.

Patch, another inmate, listens intently to Tug's musings about reading as a means to combat ignorance. The
atmosphere thickens when Tug notices the presence of men associated with the Brand gang, their crude
tattoos signaling danger. Patch acknowledges them but shows indifference, revealing past interactions with
the gang that have left a mark of hostility.

Tug warns Patch that the gang members hold grudges, leading to the realization that violence is ever-present.
As the conversation progresses, it becomes apparent that Patch is weighed down by the consequences of his
past actions. He struggles to finish his meal, anxiety creeping in as he contemplates the inevitable conflict
ahead.

The tension escalates when Tug observes the gang members approach, noting their youth and fear, especially
in one individual. Patch's mind races with thoughts of possible escape or confrontation, but he recognizes the
futility of evading the gang's wrath. As he reflects on his ancestry and the inherent violence in his life, he
understands that he cannot outrun his fate.

Ultimately, the chapter culminates in a visceral moment. As one member of the gang pulls a weapon and
another prepares to strike, Patch, driven by a mix of instinct and desperation, reacts by picking up his tray
and swinging it—a defining act of defiance against the looming threat, signifying his refusal to be a passive
victim any longer. This moment encapsulates the chapter's themes of survival, fear, and the relentless cycle
of violence within the prison environment.


