
Chapter 2: The Blossoming Relationship of Hazel
and Augustus

In Chapter Two of The Fault in Our Stars, Hazel Grace Lancaster vividly recounts an unforgettable car ride
with Augustus Waters, highlighting his awkward yet endearing driving skills. Augustus’s challenges behind
the wheel stem from the loss of his leg to osteosarcoma, making the simple act of driving an intricate dance
of coordination. Despite his struggles, the conversation between the two flows naturally, marked by a blend
of humor and introspection. As their relationship deepens, Augustus shares how he failed his driving test
three times before finally passing, a fact he brushes off with charm and humor, while Hazel jokingly
attributes his success to “Cancer Perks,” a term that encapsulates the small, unintended benefits they
occasionally receive due to their illnesses.

The narrative dives deeper into Hazel’s personal story, shedding light on her long battle with Stage IV
thyroid cancer. Diagnosed at the tender age of thirteen, Hazel reflects on the harrowing journey that brought
her to her current state of stability. She recalls how a near-death experience led to her enrollment in an
experimental treatment with Phalanxifor, a drug that managed to halt the aggressive spread of her cancer.
However, even with this reprieve, Hazel is acutely aware of her precarious condition, which colors every
aspect of her daily life. Her choice to take college classes instead of attending high school reflects her desire
to maintain a semblance of normalcy while grappling with the realities of living with a terminal illness.

When Hazel and Augustus arrive at his house, they are greeted warmly by his parents, whose hospitality
underscores their supportive and caring nature. Augustus’s parents go out of their way to make Hazel feel
comfortable, preparing a vegetarian meal tailored to her needs, a gesture that speaks volumes about their
kindness and thoughtfulness. Augustus, however, adds a touch of humor to the evening as his attempts to
sneak away with Hazel for some privacy are thwarted by his father, who insists they remain in the communal
areas of the home. This light-hearted dynamic introduces a playful tone, contrasting with the underlying
seriousness of their shared health struggles.

The setting of Augustus's room becomes a poignant moment of connection between the two characters.
Decorated with basketball trophies and memorabilia, the space offers Hazel a glimpse into the life Augustus
lived before cancer changed his trajectory. Their conversation meanders through topics of identity, resilience,
and nostalgia, as they reflect on the lives they led before their illnesses became defining aspects of their
existence. This shared vulnerability strengthens their bond, creating an emotional intimacy that transcends
the physical limitations imposed by their conditions.

As their dialogue deepens, Augustus and Hazel discover a shared passion for literature, a subject that bridges
the gap between their experiences and aspirations. Hazel introduces Augustus to An Imperial Affliction, a
book that resonates deeply with her as a cancer patient due to its unflinching portrayal of life with illness. In
return, Augustus shares his own favorite book, sparking an exchange of ideas that further solidifies their
connection. Their shared love for storytelling and intellectual exploration becomes a metaphor for their quest
to make sense of their lives and their place in a world that often feels indifferent to their struggles.

The evening ends with a quiet, reflective moment as they watch a movie together, maintaining a respectful
distance that underscores the tentative yet profound nature of their relationship. This shared experience,
though simple, becomes a moment of normalcy in lives otherwise dominated by medical appointments,
treatments, and the looming specter of mortality. For Hazel and Augustus, this night represents more than
just time spent together—it is a declaration of their determination to seek joy and connection despite the
uncertainty of their futures.



This chapter beautifully captures the early stages of Hazel and Augustus’s relationship, portraying it as a
blend of humor, vulnerability, and shared understanding. Their interactions reveal a rare and meaningful
connection, born from their ability to see beyond each other’s illnesses and embrace the humanity that lies
beneath. Through their candid conversations and growing bond, the narrative explores themes of identity,
resilience, and the power of shared experiences to heal emotional wounds.

The chapter’s rich emotional texture showcases how even in the face of adversity, moments of connection
and joy can bring a sense of purpose and hope. By weaving together humor, introspection, and the
beginnings of an extraordinary relationship, the chapter sets the stage for the profound journey that lies ahead
for Hazel and Augustus, reminding readers of the enduring strength of the human spirit in the face of life’s
most challenging moments.


