
Chapter 183

In Chapter 183 of "All the Colors of the Dark," the narrative opens with Charlotte expressing her curiosity
about an eye, leading to a deeper reflection on her impending thirteenth birthday. The preparations for this
milestone had begun almost a year prior when Charlotte insisted that turning thirteen would significantly
change her life. She mentioned needing a new bra for her evolving body, prompting Patch to call her
grandmother, who swiftly took Charlotte to Miss Delaine for fittings and purchases. Patch discreetly stayed
hidden in the yard during these outings.

Charlotte continued her preparations, insisting she needed a key to the Mad House, a new dress for both day
and evening celebrations, and finally declared her intention to throw an extravagant birthday party. She
desired a vibrant atmosphere, playful and possibly wild, indicating youthful exuberance. Patch humorously
interjected about changing the reading list at her school as the conversation unfolded over their breakfast.

When it was time for her party preparations, Patch took Charlotte to the kitchen, where a jewelry box
awaited. She examined a necklace that resembled her mother’s, reflecting on its significance and joking
about pawning it. Patch then presented her a sketch he drew when Charlotte’s mother was pregnant, a
sentimental token linking their past. Charlotte’s reaction was a mix of surprise and humor, playfully labeling
the moment as "gross."

The scene shifts with the arrival of Saint, who brought with her a beeswax processing set, showcasing her
skills while lightheartedly discussing beekeeping techniques. Patch inquired about her well-being, and their
conversation transitioned to the ongoing investigation concerning Eli Aaron, a subject that cast a shadow
over their interactions. Saint recounted her exhaustive search through old security footage, hinting at a
lingering hope for resolution in their quest to find Eli Aaron, which could consequently lead to Grace. The
chapter captures a blend of familial bonding, humor, and the undercurrents of mystery that bind the
characters together.


