
Chapter 171

In Chapter 171 of "All the Colors of the Dark," the protagonist is immersed in a contemplation of his life as
he seeks solace in a small, intimate setting. He prepares for the night by placing a blanket in front of the door
and ensuring the windows are secured, a protective gesture that signifies his concern for his daughter, who
lies nearby, unknowing of his worries. The ringing phone interrupts the stillness, and he answers it promptly
to avoid waking her. It’s a neighbor with news about the Carters, leading him to a forwarding address,
although it’s soon revealed they are unlisted. His mind races, calculating the distance to North Dakota,
reflecting on the insurmountable obstacles that lie ahead.

As he stares out at the stars, he feels the weight of his past memories, filled with breathtaking sights like the
fall foliage along Kancamagus Highway, the crystalline depths of Crater Lake, and stunning vistas over Lake
Tahoe and Skagit Valley. Each beautiful moment is tinged with sadness, a reminder of the loved ones he’s
lost along the way. For Patch, these memories bring about a profound realization that his journey has
culminated at this pivotal crossroad.

During the night, he reflects deeply on his life, recognizing that, despite its challenges, it has ultimately led
him to his daughter, Charlotte. As dawn breaks over their modest motel, he makes a symbolic gesture by
tearing the address in half and discarding it, signifying his acceptance of the situation and his desire to
embrace his present. In a whisper, he reassures Charlotte of his commitment to her, expressing that he has
room for her in his heart. Yet, amidst this newfound resolve, he grapples with the heart-wrenching
acknowledgment that he has lost Grace, highlighting the duality of his emotions: the joy of finding Charlotte
juxtaposed with the sorrow of missing another. The chapter encapsulates the essence of loss and rediscovery,
portraying Patch’s emotional landscape as he navigates through memory and love.


