
Chapter 168

In Chapter 168 of "All the Colors of the Dark," Charlotte's transition into the new living situation unfolds
gradually. Initially quiet, Charlotte experiences discomfort at the local public library, expressing disbelief
that others have handled the books before her. Her unease begins to dissipate as Patch, her companion,
selects books for her, invoking memories of his late wife Grace's favorites. Although she resists his attempts
to read aloud, preferring to hide behind the sofa, she eventually becomes captivated by stories like "Treasure
Island."

Their routine includes early morning walks, where Charlotte helps gather birchwood and learns the nuances
of wood selection, favoring the smell of birch. They also frequent Main Street, visiting a gallery where
Sammy, the owner, observes Charlotte with a mix of curiosity and apprehension. Her bluntness, especially
when facing Sammy’s quirky suggestions about etiquette, earns her unspoken admiration.

In the studio, Patch attempts to mentor Charlotte in art, ignoring Sammy’s reservations about letting a child
use oil paints. Their interactions reveal Patch's struggle with his own artistic block and the weight of
expectations from New York dealers, who are eager for him to produce work after a long hiatus. Their shared
meals at Lacey’s Diner depict Charlotte's enjoyment of food, contrasting with Sammy's horror at her
messiness, as he reminisces about culinary mishaps.

Charlotte’s afternoons with her grandmother unfold in an atmosphere of shared solitude and unspoken
tension regarding her late mother, Misty. Patch and Mrs. Meyer sit together exchanging concerns about
Charlotte's emotional state, noting how she avoids talking about her mother's death or visiting her grave.
Their conversation highlights the complexities of grief; although time may soften perspectives, the
underlying pain remains unchanged. This chapter delves into themes of healing, the challenges of
parenthood, and the importance of connection amidst loss.


