
Chapter 11: Budget Cuts

In "Budget Cuts," the story begins with Calvin Evans and his faithful dog, Six-Thirty, embarking on their
daily morning jog, an activity that reflects their shared bond and Calvin’s disciplined routine. The
neighborhood they pass through is an unspoken witness to the growing challenges faced by the city,
particularly its financial struggles. As they approach the police station, the impacts of the city’s "Do More
with Less!" policy are evident. The initiative, meant to combat financial strain, has drastically reduced
funding for essential services, including the police and fire departments. Patrol cars sit neglected, visibly in
need of repair, while officers appear exhausted, demoralized, and preoccupied with rumors of impending
layoffs. This grim environment sets the tone for a broader commentary on the consequences of systemic
underfunding.

The chapter takes a sharp turn as Calvin and Six-Thirty continue their jog, only to be startled by the sudden,
unmistakable sound of gunfire. The tension in the air escalates as Six-Thirty reacts instinctively, his usual
composure disrupted by the alarming noise. Calvin, ever the protector, attempts to calm his loyal companion,
but in the confusion, he slips on a patch of motor oil that had pooled on the neglected roadway. This
seemingly small oversight—a patch of oil left unattended due to budget cuts—leads to a catastrophic fall,
leaving Calvin seriously injured. The situation is compounded by the arrival of a police patrol car, its
disrepair and sluggish response a direct result of the city’s failure to allocate sufficient resources to maintain
its fleet. The officers, already burdened by their own challenges, misinterpret Calvin’s whispered “Six-
Thirty?” as a reference to the time, adding a layer of tragic misunderstanding to the chaos.

As the sound of sirens grows louder, signaling the arrival of emergency services, the narrative zooms out to
examine the broader implications of the accident. Calvin’s injury is not an isolated incident but a symptom of
the city’s larger financial mismanagement. The budget cuts, implemented without regard for their real-world
consequences, have left critical services underfunded and unprepared to address emergencies. The lack of
maintenance on police vehicles serves as a powerful metaphor for the systemic neglect that prioritizes short-
term savings over long-term stability. This moment underscores the fragile nature of public infrastructure and
the direct, often devastating, impact of policy decisions on individuals’ lives.

The emotional core of the chapter lies in the bond between Calvin and Six-Thirty. The dog’s distress at
seeing his owner injured reflects a deep loyalty that mirrors the vulnerability of the human-animal connection
amidst societal failings. Six-Thirty’s actions, though driven by instinct, symbolize the unwavering support
that contrasts sharply with the inadequacy of the public systems designed to protect and serve. The chapter
uses this bond to highlight the resilience of personal relationships in the face of institutional collapse.

"Budget Cuts" ultimately serves as a powerful critique of austerity measures and their ripple effects on
society. The narrative doesn’t just chronicle Calvin’s personal tragedy but uses it as a lens to explore the
broader consequences of underfunding public services. The chapter forces readers to confront the human cost
of financial policies that prioritize efficiency over empathy and effectiveness. Through Calvin’s ordeal, the
story exposes the urgent need for systemic change, calling attention to the importance of maintaining
essential services to prevent such avoidable tragedies.

As the chapter concludes, the wailing sirens and the chaotic scene underscore the precariousness of life in a
society that has sacrificed functionality for fiscal prudence. Calvin’s injury becomes a symbol of a broken
system, a poignant reminder that behind every policy decision lies the potential to either safeguard or
endanger the lives of those it affects. This layered narrative weaves together personal tragedy and social
critique, offering a sobering reflection on the intersection of governance, responsibility, and humanity.


