
CHAPTER SIX

In Chapter Six of "Lord of the Flies," titled "Beast from Air," the story opens in darkness, with only starlight
illuminating the boys as Ralph, Simon, and Piggy struggle to calm the frightened littluns after a frightening
noise. They carry Percival to safety and eventually settle down to sleep, although their rest is restless.
Meanwhile, a significant event unfolds above them, as a parachutist descends from the sky, unnoticed by the
boys; the figure is caught in the wind and eventually lands on the mountainside, adding to the tension
brewing amongst the group.

As dawn arrives, Sam and Eric, the twins assigned to watch the signal fire, fall asleep on duty. They discover
the fire is out and work together to rekindle it, despite their conflicting feelings about the task. Their
conversation rapidly turns to fears of the beast, which they claim to have seen, igniting panic among the
others when they report back to Ralph.

When Ralph is awakened, the twins insist that they saw the beast, describing it in terrifying detail, which
exacerbates the group's fear. Piggy, seeking to remain safe, suggests they stay near, but Jack advocates for
action, leading to a heated discussion about responsibilities toward the littluns and the fire, which Ralph
believes is essential for rescue. Tensions peak as Jack dismisses Piggy and the conch, suggesting that they
need to act like hunters.

After some deliberation, the group agrees to search for the beast. Ralph emphasizes the need for safety and
focusing on the fire. As they explore the island, the group encounters the castle rock and begins to
contemplate its potential as a fort, forgetting the pressing fear of the beast. Ultimately, Ralph urges them to
stay focused on finding the beast, illustrating the boys’ struggle between fear and survival instinct amidst
their deteriorating societal order. The chapter encapsulates themes of fear, leadership, and the challenges of
maintaining civilization in the face of primal instincts.


