
CHAPTER ONE

In "Lord of the Flies," Chapter One titled "The Sound of the Shell," we are introduced to two boys stranded
on an uninhabited island after a plane crash. The fair-haired boy, Ralph, navigates through the thick jungle
towards a lagoon while carrying his school sweater, sticky with heat. As he makes his way, he encounters a
chubby, asthmatic boy named Piggy who struggles to walk amidst the jungle's creepers. Their conversation
reveals they are alone, with no adults around, leading to a sense of uncertainty about their fate.

Ralph and Piggy engage in a playful exchange, with Ralph displaying his youthful exuberance by standing on
his head. However, their mood shifts as they contemplate the possibility of other survivors. Piggy, feeling
insecure due to his asthma and awkwardness, is eager to establish some order among themselves. He
proposes they gather the other kids, suggesting they ought to have a meeting to decide what to do next.

Upon reaching the lagoon, Ralph is captivated by the natural beauty of the island, stripping off his clothes to
enjoy the water. Piggy remains apprehensive but eventually enters the water, overwhelmed yet thrilled by the
new environment. Their dynamics illustrate a budding friendship, one characterized by Ralph's carefree
attitude and Piggy's cautious nature.

The boys discuss the need to find more survivors, hinting at a deeper concern about their situation as Piggy
anxiously notes that the pilot from the plane is likely gone. They explore possibilities, but their isolation
becomes evident when they recognize they might be stranded without any means of rescue.

Ralph's discovery of a large conch shell amidst the lagoon leads to excitement. Piggy identifies it and
emphasizes its potential use to call the other boys together, showcasing the blend of childlike wonder and
emerging leadership traits within Ralph. As he attempts to blow the shell, the deep sound resonates,
successfully attracting the attention of nearby boys.

The chapter culminates with a gathering of more children, suggesting a growing community amid their
isolation and setting the stage for the unfolding dynamics as they assume roles, grapple with their survival,
and begin to form a society on the island.


