
CHAPTER 25

In Chapter 25 of "The Girl Who Played with Fire," Paolo Roberto remains awake, lost in thought when he
notices Miriam Wu walking from Högalid Church around 11:00 p.m. Recognizing her, he hesitates, deciding
to wait until she is safely at her front door. However, his heart sinks as a dark van pulls up and a massive man
seizes Wu, overpowering her despite her efforts to fight back. As she is tossed into the van, Paolo bursts into
action but realizes the futility of his pursuit when the van speeds off.

Determined to track the van, he makes a reckless journey through the streets, eventually spotting the vehicle
again at a distance. As Wu finds herself in the van, she is assaulted by her captor, who easily subdues her
efforts to resist. Bloodied and handcuffed, she contemplates her helplessness against the hulking assailant.
Amidst this turmoil, Mikael Blomkvist, unaware of the unfolding events, tries reaching out to Roberto for
information on Wu but instead gets a broken connection.

Roberto's car chase takes him to the outskirts of town, where he loses sight of the van. Meanwhile, Wu
endures further brutal treatment while contemplating her demise. In another part of the same unfolding
narrative, Eriksson contacts Blomkvist with findings about a lawyer linked to past criminal activities,
revealing layers of intrigue that surround the lives of the characters.

Roberto eventually tracks the van to a warehouse marked by a poignant sense of urgency. As he glimpses Wu
being dragged into the building, he grapples with the decision to confront her captor despite the unknown
dangers inside. Summoning his courage, he enters the building just as the giant recognizes him as the boxer,
and a fierce struggle ensues.

The match is brutal, with Roberto realizing that traditional strength and boxing skills may not suffice against
a man built like a tank. With the stakes escalating, the fight becomes a matter of survival. Abruptly, Wu
launches her own counterattack, allowing Roberto to land critical blows on the beast of a man. Fatigued yet
resolute, they manage to incapacitate the giant just as he strikes back, showcasing the intensity of their
predicament. The chapter encapsulates a gripping confrontation filled with despair and perseverance, setting
the stage for forthcoming revelations and resolutions within their chaotic world.


