
CHAPTER 24

In Chapter 24 of "The Girl Who Played with Fire," the narrative unfolds with Per-Åke Sandström, a middle-
aged journalist, grappling with feelings of panic and dread following the murder of Dag Svensson. Having
been complicit in dark dealings involving sex trafficking, he initially feels a sense of relief at Svensson’s
death, believing it might eliminate the threats from an exposé. Yet, soon his anxiety escalates as he realizes
the police may uncover incriminating evidence against him.

While his fears momentarily dissipate as attention shifts to Lisbeth Salander, suspected in the murders,
Sandström finds himself in a precarious situation. He becomes acutely aware of his precarious position when
he returns home only to be assaulted by Salander, who captures him in a horrifying manner. Bound and
helpless, he faces her wrath as she questions his past heinous acts, including his exploitation of 17-year-old
Ines Hammujärvi.

Salander interrogates Sandström with chilling composure, using a Taser as a threat to enforce obedience. As
the conversation unfolds, he reveals shocking admissions about his involvement with the Ranta brothers and
the abuses he inflicted on Ines, confessing to rape and detailing how he got entangled with the Ranta crime
family.

Simultaneously, Mikael Blomkvist is deeply unsettled by the growing complexities of the murder
investigation, puzzling over the connections among all parties involved and grappling with the implications
of Lisbeth’s actions. He reflects on intertwined motives, fueled by a growing apprehension regarding
Salander’s role in the unfolding events.

As the chapter culminates, Sandström is left trembling, burdened by guilt and fear, realizing he may be
trapped between the destructive past and the looming threat posed by Salander and the Ranta brothers. The
tension escalates as Salander, having extracted vital information, departs, leaving Sandström to face the
consequences of his actions.


