
CHAPTER 22

In Chapter 22 of "The Girl Who Played with Fire," Lisbeth Salander delves into her investigation by
searching the police criminal register for Alexander Zalachenko, discovering he is unlisted, indicating his
lack of criminal convictions in Sweden. Using Superintendent Douglas Skiöld's identity, she is startled when
someone pings her on ICQ, a sign that someone is looking specifically for her. The conversation turns to her
recent activities, with Salander indicating a desire to maintain her privacy.

Plague, a recluse friend, offers help, and Salander, in her defiance, brushes him off while simultaneously
elaborating on her need to gather information. She reaches out for his assistance to infiltrate Prosecutor
Richard Ekström's computer, concerned about the investigation being directed at her. Within a prompt
timeframe, Plague manages to hack into Ekström's computer and gathers critical data, revealing the police's
attempts to locate her and the efforts from Milton Security to aid in her capture.

Salander discovers that significant police reports have been leaked to the media by Ekström, who appears to
have an ulterior motive: to build a public narrative around her as a criminal. One distressing piece of
information reveals that her friend, Miriam Wu, has been caught in the crossfire of this chaos, leading to
feelings of guilt and rage in Salander.

As the chapter develops, Salander reflects on her past interactions and begins to prepare for potential
confrontations. She dons a disguise by wearing a blond wig and adopting a false identity using a Norwegian
passport. Salander seeks answers about Bjurman after visiting the crime scene, looking for a connection to
Zalachenko while confronting unsettling truths about the police investigation. She embarks on a nightly
excursion to Bjurman's apartment to search for documents that might illuminate the case's intricacies.

Overall, Chapter 22 unfolds how Salander meticulously navigates the shadows of her past, the complexities
of her present, and her readiness to find Zalachenko, all while grappling with both new and old relationships
tarnished by public scandal.


