
CHAPTER 11

In Chapter 11, set during the days leading up to Easter, Mikael Blomkvist reviews the manuscript written by
Dag Svensson, a journalist whose work exposes systemic issues related to human trafficking and social
injustices. The book is nearly finished, with nine out of twelve chapters complete, and Blomkvist anticipates
its highly impactful release. He’s engaged in meticulous editing, marking clarifications and suggestions
mainly in the margins, recognizing Svensson’s compelling and hard-hitting writing style.

As Blomkvist reflects on a troubling incident involving Lisbeth Salander, who is now back in Stockholm, he
attempts to reconnect with her but is met with silence. He recalls a recent violent episode at Salander’s
building and feels both concern and sadness for their estranged friendship. Despite his efforts to reach out,
including sending a heartfelt letter, he receives no response.

The narrative shifts as Blomkvist receives a call from Svensson, who is unable to connect with a colleague
regarding urgent visual materials for the book. Svensson expresses concerns about a figure named Alexander
Zala, a noted criminal, and suggests further investigation could enhance the completeness of the book.
Blomkvist, however, worries about the impending deadline.

Later that night, a young girl named Lisbeth Salander unexpectedly visits Svensson’s home, seeking
information about the book and posing questions about Zala, signaling her deep interest and involvement in
the matter.

The chapter dramatically escalates as Blomkvist, en route to meet Svensson and Johansson, becomes
engulfed in a horrifying scene. Upon arriving, he discovers both Svensson and Johansson have been brutally
murdered. The gruesome circumstances overwhelm him, leaving him grappling with shock and despair.
Blomkvist calls for emergency help but realizes that the killer may still be nearby. As he interacts with the
police, he provides crucial information, feeling the heavy weight of the tragedy’s impact and the urgency to
find answers for the horrific act committed against his friends. With tension brewing, the night sets the stage
for impending investigations into a cold-blooded crime that intertwines with his and Salander’s lives.


