
CHAPTER 10

Chapter 10 of "The Girl Who Played with Fire" chronicles Lisbeth Salander's meticulous planning as she
integrates a new car into her life while simultaneously observing men connected to her past. Despite having
ample funds, she opts for a modest four-year-old burgundy Honda, emphasizing her desire for subtlety rather
than extravagance. Salander arranges a parking space through her friend Mimmi, demonstrating her strategic
thinking about personal privacy as she aims to disconnect the car from her current residence.

As Salander conducts her errands, she incidentally spots her guardian, Nils Bjurman, in a café with a notably
imposing figure. The man’s menacing build and demeanor stir her curiosity and instinctual caution. Her
covert observations reveal a potentially dangerous alliance between Bjurman and the larger man, which
prompts her to follow him through the city. She discovers connections to a gang, enhancing her apprehension
about Bjurman’s dealings.

After a series of successful sleuthing maneuvers, Salander returns to her quarters at Mosebacke, where she
examines Bjurman’s computer—finding it unremarkably mundane, except for a troubling folder containing
pornographic images. Notably, she uncovers discrepancies in his monthly reports related to her
guardianship—specifically, that he hasn't submitted his latest report, raising suspicions about his activities.

Later, as an act of defiance, Salander sneakily installs a microphone in Bjurman’s apartment while he sleeps,
capturing the dull ambiance of his daily life but finding no immediate incriminating evidence. Bjurman’s
chaotic lifestyle and neglect toward her are evident, yet she decides to gather more information before acting.

Simultaneously, Blomkvist and his colleague Dag Svensson research the link between prostitution and drug
trafficking, uncovering the alias "Zala," which remains frustratingly elusive. Their exploration of shady
networks and violent criminal histories intersects with Salander’s own inquiries into Bjurman and the men
connected to him.

In a climactic twist, Salander unexpectedly encounters Carl-Magnus Lundin, a member of the Svavelsjö
motorcycle club, who attacks her. Fueled by adrenaline and survival instincts, she fights back fiercely,
escaping with a mix of tactical maneuvers and street smarts that showcase her resilient character. Blomkvist,
who witnesses part of this confrontation from a distance, inadvertently illustrates the convoluted intersection
of their lives influenced by external dangers she must now confront directly. The chapter reinforces themes
of resilience, danger, and the interplay of power in Salander's world.


