
CASSIDY

**Chapter Summary: Cassidy**

In "Cassidy," we follow a twelve-year-old girl, Cassidy, grappling with the tumultuous shifts in her life four
years post "The Bug Massacre." Their arrival at Sister Falls, a cherished camping spot in Northern California,
coincides with a rude surprise: another RV parked in their usual spot. Frustrated, Cassidy's angst is amplified
by her mother's lightheartedness and comments about her budding awareness of language, influenced by two
English drunks they previously met. Cassidy's struggles with adolescence manifest in her irritation towards
her mom, who seems oblivious to her daughter's frustrations and hormones.

Their journey involves frequent searches for “The Town,” a place Cassidy longs for, filled with
normalcy—school, friends, and routines foreign to her current life. With humorous disdain, she recalls her
mother's various spiritual practices and her insistence on “astrocartography” as a guiding star. Cassidy's deep-
seated yearning for connection reveals itself when she remembers nearly making a friend, only for that
interaction to end abruptly due to her mother’s avoidance of the superficial RV community.

In an emotional twist, Cassidy's dislike for their transient lifestyle is underscored by her mother's
philosophical musings on freedom and happiness. A major shift occurs when they meet Haley and her
daughter Maya, a potential friend for Cassidy. However, hidden truths are hinted at when the topic of
Cassidy's mother’s pills is broached, suggesting deeper issues at play.

During a poignant moment by a fallen sparrow, Cassidy witnesses her mother’s vulnerability. They bond
over the fragile life lost, leading to revelations about her mother’s past and family struggles with mental
health. Cassidy learns of her mother's traumatic history, including her parents’ deaths related to “bad
thoughts,” marking a pivotal moment in their relationship. The chapter crescendos with a miraculous bird
revival, symbolizing hope and the deep connection between Cassidy and her mother as they celebrate joy
amidst struggle and pain. Cassidy's desire to emulate her mother shows complexity; she admires her
fearlessness yet feels the weight of their unconventional life.

The chapter encapsulates themes of growth, familial ties, and the search for belonging while navigating the
turbulent waters of adolescence and personal history, setting the stage for the unfolding journey ahead.


