
8. Paper

In the chapter titled "Paper" from "The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store," we delve into the vibrant dynamics
of life in the Chicken Hill neighborhood. Chona's decision to conceal Dodo from the authorities doesn't
overshadow the lively chatter of Patty Millison, affectionately nicknamed Paper, who reigns over the gossip
scene at Chona’s grocery store every Saturday. Known for her beauty, charm, and a knack for absorbing and
disseminating information, Paper is the heartbeat of the community. Her engaging personality attracts not
only the local women but also men from various walks of life, eager to share their stories with her.

While the town grapples with harsh realities, such as Dodo's bleak fate at the hands of the state, the gossip
that flows from Paper's lips is irresistible. She announces that "Big Soap knocked Fatty's gold tooth out,"
instantly drawing attention and laughter. The unfolding story reveals the history between Big Soap, an Italian
immigrant known for his gentle nature, and Fatty, a local hustler who misused his authority at work. Paper’s
recounting of events paints a vivid picture of the day’s drama, filled with her animated retellings and
mimicked actions that captivate her audience.

As tensions simmer and laughter resounds, Paper expertly shifts between lighthearted banter and insightful
commentary on the community's struggles, weaving together her observations and the narratives of those
around her. Through her unique lens, the social fabric of Chicken Hill is brought to life, showcasing the
complexities of race, gender, and the daily battles individuals face in a predominantly white society.

Further intrigue arises when a strange man, potentially from the state, appears at Chona's store, prompting
concern about Dodo's safety. As Paper exchanges wary glances with her friend Addie, they ponder who
might be talking too much about Dodo's whereabouts. Paper's promise to investigate the situation reflects her
deep-seated loyalty to her community and foreshadows her role as a linchpin in resolving conflicts within
their tight-knit world. In this rich tapestry of life, Paper stands out as a beacon of resilience, humor, and
connection.


