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In late September 2022, Elon Musk, the visionary behind Tesla, embarked on a journey to Silicon Valley
from Austin, amidst a tumultuous period in his life filled with legal battles, SEC investigations, and personal
challenges. His goal was to present Tesla’s advancements in artificial intelligence, the functionality of self-
driving cars, and most notably, the unveiling of Optimus the robot during the AI Day 2 event. Despite the
immense pressure, Musk channeled his stress into creativity, conceiving a unique marketing idea—a perfume
with the scent of burnt hair, which remarkably sold out within a week.

Upon arriving at Tesla headquarters, Musk and his team prepared for AI Day 2, focusing on the performance
of Optimus. During rehearsals, the robot demonstrated its capability to walk and interact with humans,
leaving Musk and his engineers mesmerized by its sophistication and potential. Milan Kovac, an engineer
previously criticized by Musk, managed the rehearsal sessions, showcasing his dedication and belief in
Tesla’s mission despite past challenges.

As AI Day 2 approached, Musk engaged in various activities, including experimenting with diet drugs and
visiting key projects related to Tesla and Neuralink. His deep involvement in the technical and operational
aspects of his companies underscored his relentless pursuit of innovation.

The unveiling of Optimus was fraught with tension as engineers worked tirelessly to resolve a last-minute
malfunction. Their dedication, coupled with Musk’s leadership, resulted in a successful presentation.
Optimus, free from any physical restraints, executed a series of movements that captivated the audience,
symbolizing Tesla’s leap forward in creating humanoid robots capable of transforming the economy and
potentially solving societal issues like population growth and workforce shortages.

Musk envisioned a future where humanoid robots could unlock infinite economic potential, eradicating
poverty and enabling universal basic income. Amidst the technical achievements and entrepreneurial
challenges, Musk’s journey reflected a blend of personal ambition, technological optimism, and an
unyielding commitment to shaping the future of humanity.


