
5. Investigation

Investigation, 1969

Under the intense sun, amidst the shrill of cicadas, the air was thick with the weight of tragedy. Sheriff
Jackson, wrestling with unease under the suffocating heat, acknowledged the necessity of informing the
deceased, Chase's family, about the grim reality without letting the news permeate the town. Dr. Vern
Murphy, bearing the weight of the news, was tasked with this delicate errand, carrying not only the sheriff’s
trust but also a heavy heart.

The sheriff, maintaining order, enforced a strict silence among the boys present, emphasizing the importance
of discretion in the initial stages of the investigation. The arrival of Deputy Joe Purdue brought a mix of
personal grief and professional determination to the scene. Despite Chase's revered status as a quintessential
athlete, the peculiar circumstances of his demise demanded meticulous scrutiny.

The scene before them—a seeming accident, with Chase having presumably fallen from a tower—baffled the
lawmen. The absent traces of Chase's approach or any sign of another's presence suggested a narrative far
from ordinary. Despite an exhaustive search, the lawmen found the surrounding area undisturbed, save for
the impressions left by the boys earlier on. This lack of evidence thwarted their efforts to piece together the
events leading to Chase's tragic end.

Sheriff Jackson and Deputy Purdue's investigation was marred by contradictions. The unyielding heat, the
overbearing swamp air, and the vacuum of clues formed a perplexing backdrop. The day's endeavors,
underlined by the silence imposed on the witnesses and the deliberate pace of the inquiry, underscored the
complexity of uncovering the truth behind Chase's untimely departure from a close-knit, small-town
community. The sheriff, troubled by the absence of leads, resolved to delve deeper into the enigma later,
leaving the mysterious circumstances of Chase's death hanging over them like the oppressive sun.


