
4. The Seeker

In the chapter titled "The Seeker," set in Pretoria during the 1980s, Elon Musk’s early life is described,
showcasing his proclivity for questioning conventional beliefs and his existential quest for understanding the
universe. From a young age, Elon challenged religious teachings at Sunday school, leading his mother to
allow him the freedom to seek answers elsewhere. His father introduced Elon to the idea of faith beyond
human perception, but Elon, driven by a scientific curiosity, was more inclined to seek explanations through
science rather than spirituality.

During his teenage years, Elon faced an existential crisis, grappling with the limitations of both religious and
scientific explanations of existence. He delved into the works of existential philosophers like Nietzsche,
Heidegger, and Schopenhauer, only to find their perspectives deepening his despair. It was through science
fiction that he found solace and inspiration. Works by Robert Heinlein, Isaac Asimov, and particularly
Douglas Adams’ "The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy," reshaped his worldview. These stories introduced
Elon to complex ideas about artificial intelligence, the potential for human space exploration, and the
importance of questioning existence itself.

Elon’s fascination with technology began early as well, from playing "Dungeons & Dragons" with his
brothers and cousins to obsessing over his first computer, a Commodore VIC-20. His knack for programming
manifested when he developed a video game called "Blastar" at the age of thirteen. Elon’s engagement with
computers and software programming heralded the beginning of his journey into innovation and
entrepreneurship.

This chapter outlines how Elon’s early life was marked by an insatiable quest for knowledge, skepticism
towards established norms, and a passion for technology. These traits, combined with his exposure to
futuristic and philosophical ideas through science fiction, set the foundation for his later ventures in
technology and space exploration. It illustrates the formative years of a person who seeks to understand the
universe and finds purpose in extending the reach of human consciousness, ultimately foreshadowing his
ambitions with SpaceX and his concerns over artificial intelligence.


