
4. School

In 1952, shortly after her birthday, Kya Clark, often left to her own devices, encounters a pivotal moment that
thrusts her into an unfamiliar world. While engrossed in observing a tadpole, she notices a car approaching
her secluded home, a rarity in itself. The visitors, a truant officer named Mrs. Culpepper and an unnamed
man, aim to take Kya to school, marking her first encounter with formal education. Despite her
apprehensions, the promise of a hot meal, specifically chicken pie, entices Kya to follow Mrs. Culpper to
school.

Dressed in her only fitting dress, Kya embarks on this new journey with mixed feelings. Upon arrival, she is
placed in the second grade due to overcrowdedness and lack of formal records. The school environment is
completely foreign to Kya, exacerbated by her lack of previous educational and social experiences. This
unfamiliarity leads to a moment of public embarrassment when she mistakenly spells "dog" as "G-o-d,"
further alienating her from her peers.

However, Kya's curiosity about learning remains undiminished, even as she navigates the challenges of
fitting in. The lunchtime scene offers a brief moment of solace through the enjoyment of her first school
meal, despite her solitude among her classmates. The day ends with Kya facing mockery and exclusion,
reinforcing her status as an outsider and leading her to decide against returning to school.

Post-school, Kya resumes her solitary exploration and learning through nature, maintaining her independence
and resilience in the face of societal expectations. A subsequent injury involving a rusty nail leaves her
vulnerable and scared, highlighting the harsh realities of her isolated life. Without access to medical care and
in fear of tetanus, Kya resorts to traditional remedies and the comforts of nature, epitomizing her self-reliance
and the stark contrast between her world and that of the society around her. This chapter encapsulates Kya's
struggle with societal integration and the profound sense of alienation she experiences, setting the stage for
her continued growth and survival against the backdrop of the natural world she holds dear.


