
38. Sunday Justice

In Chapter 38 titled "Sunday Justice" from the book set in 1970, Kya, known as the Marsh Girl, faces the
start of her murder trial in Barkley Cove, a town that has historically been both her refuge and a place of
isolation. Having spent her life largely disconnected from the community and now accused of murder, Kya’s
presence in the bright, crowded courtroom contrasts sharply with the dim solitude of her jail cell and the
natural marshlands she calls home. Her attire of black slacks and a white blouse, alongside the handcuffs
binding her wrists, highlights her vulnerable state as she enters to face public scrutiny and the legal system.

Tom Milton, a seventy-one-year-old retired attorney who has emerged from his quiet life to defend Kya pro
bono, embodies the blend of paternal concern and professional duty. Their relationship, having evolved from
initial silence to a mutual understanding, now faces its ultimate test. Tom, with his elderly wisdom and keen
on presenting a poised defense, knows too well the challenge they face in a town eagerly awaiting a
spectacle. His attempts to soothe Kya’s nerves, using the familiarity of court drawings and gentle
reassurances, juxtapose the town’s buzzing anticipation and glaring prejudices.

The history of Barkley Cove, from its founding to the courtroom’s reconstruction after a lightning strike,
introduces a backdrop rich with tradition and societal dynamics. This setting not only frames the trial but also
mirrors the complexity of Kya’s life—rooted in nature, yet caught in human judgment. The courthouse, with
details like the courthouse cat Sunday Justice, the architectural grandeur, and the segregation of seating,
paints a vivid picture of the community's identity and the biases Kya must navigate.

Judge Sims' ruling against relocating the trial underlines the uphill battle Kya and Tom face in seeking justice
amid deep-rooted prejudice. The chapter lays bare the tension between the need for a fair trial and the
community's prejudgments, setting the stage for a legal battle that is as much about battling societal views as
it is about evidence and alibis. Through detailed narrative and careful character development, this chapter
deftly establishes the emotional and social landscape that Kya must traverse to prove her innocence.


