
30. An Apparition on the Practice Field

In this chapter titled "An Apparition on the Practice Field," the Cubs find themselves on the brink of a
championship game against Faith Baptist, a rematch from a previous, devastating defeat. The scene is set on
a bright day in Simi Valley where players from two Christian schools participate in a prayer led by a pastor,
emphasizing the values of faith and sportsmanship in their competition. The chapter highlights the
contrasting backgrounds of the two schools: Faith Baptist, aiming for a second consecutive championship,
and Grace Brethren, starved for a title after twenty-two years.

Grace Brethren’s history is explored briefly; founded in 1978 following a tragic event, the school has grown
significantly since its inception. The chapter recounts the neglect that Grace Brethren’s team felt after a
crushing 70-22 loss to Faith Baptist, outlining players’ stats and key figures, such as A.C. Swadling and
Parker Mills, who have excelled on the field. The focus shifts to the Cubs' coaching staff in the lead-up to the
game, where extensive preparations are underway, including analyzing Faith Baptist’s plays from a
meticulous game film binder.

The chapter also reveals the psychological tactics employed by the Cubs' coaching staff, who utilize imagery
of last year's defeat to fuel the team's motivation. With a week of intensive practice ahead, an unexpected
turn occurs when Christian Jimenez, a key player recovering from injury, resolves to join his teammates
despite medical advice against it. His inner turmoil is laid bare, illustrating the struggle between desire and
caution as he navigates the risks of returning to play.

Christian's determination resonates throughout the narrative, portraying his quest for redemption and the
weight of responsibility he feels towards his team. He decides to procure a leg brace to help him play,
emphasizing that this game is not only crucial in terms of sportsmanship but also holds personal significance
as the final game of his high school career. Ultimately, the chapter captures both the competitive spirit of the
teams involved and the emotional stakes for the players as they prepare for a defining moment in their lives,
balancing hope with the reality of the risks they face on the field.


