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In this chapter of "The Catcher in the Rye," the narrator, Holden Caulfield, introduces himself as an
unrepentant liar, even admitting to fabricating excuses. Residing at Pencey Prep in the Ossenburger
Memorial Wing, he reflects on the institution's namesake, Ossenburger, a wealthy undertaker who funded the
school. Ossenburger's visit evokes disdain in Holden, especially during a lengthy speech peppered with corny
jokes, which is interrupted by a memorable fart from a fellow student, Edgar Marsalla. The incident earns a
reprimand for the offending student from the headmaster, Mr. Thurmer.

Returning to his room, Holden finds solace in the absence of his peers, who are occupied at a football game.
He dons a red hunting hat, a significant item to him, that he purchased earlier that day, and settles into a
comfortable chair to read "Out of Africa" by Isak Dinesen, a book he took by mistake but finds surprisingly
enjoyable. Through this moment, Holden reveals his literary preferences, discussing authors like his brother
D.B. and Ring Lardner, with a longing for an author he could connect with personally.

As Holden attempts to read, he is interrupted by Robert Ackley, a neighbor who intrudes frequently.
Ackley’s unsocial behavior and repulsive hygiene make him an unwelcome presence. Despite Holden’s
attempts to avoid interaction, Ackley rummages through Holden’s belongings and displays a general
disregard for personal boundaries. Their conversation showcases Ackley’s jealous nature toward Holden's
roommate, Ward Stradlater. Ackley’s persistent questions and the tension they create underscore Holden’s
discomfort.

The chapter reflects Holden's disdain for superficiality, not just in others but also within himself, and sets up
a broader commentary on adolescent alienation and the search for identity amidst the phoniness of the world
around him. As the narrative progresses, Holden’s interactions and observations reveal deeper insights into
his character and experiences at Pencey.


