
21. The Marble

In the chapter titled "The Marble," Dodo, a young boy, finds himself in Ward C-1 of Pennhurst, an institution
filled with men facing various struggles. The initial days are a blur of confusion and pain, exacerbated by the
impact of medication. Transitioning from the comfort of his own room above Miss Chona's grocery store to
the harsh realities of a ward with over two hundred men is traumatic. Dodo experiences a mix of fear and
despair, surrounded by strange patients and gruff attendants. His immobility due to injury saves him from the
ferocity of the ward’s chaos, allowing him to connect with another patient, Monkey Pants.

Despite being nearly deaf, Dodo bonds with Monkey Pants as they attempt to communicate. Their initial
attempts are clumsy, with gestures and facial expressions serving as their only means of exchange. Dodo is
drawn out of his depression with Monkey Pants's presence. Particularly, a blue marble becomes a focal point
of their connection, evoking memories of his past life and instilling a sense of hope. As they spend time
together, they develop a rudimentary form of communication through gestures, paving the way for deeper
understanding.

Days pass, and Dodo’s frustration with the limitations of their communication surfaces, especially
concerning the marble’s origins. In a breakthrough moment, they establish a code that maps letters to
Monkey Pants’s fingers—a system that allows them to spell out words. They discover that the marble was a
gift from Monkey Pants’s mother, generating a sense of shared experience and partnership in their lonely
existence.

Their friendship evolves further when danger appears in the form of a menacing new attendant. This figure
undermines the safety Dodo has only just begun to feel, heightening the tension within the ward. Monkey
Pants instinctively warns Dodo about this new threat, drawing them closer together as they navigate the
complexities of friendship amid adversity. Throughout the chapter, themes of resilience, the need for
connection, and the struggle against desolation are poignantly explored through the experiences of the two
boys.


