
16. Fathers and Sons

In 2002, Elon Musk, at a pivotal time around launching SpaceX, faced a profound personal tragedy. His first
child with Justine, a boy named Nevada conceived during their time at Burning Man in Nevada, tragically
passed away at ten weeks old from Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), leading to unforeseen grief.
Despite efforts to save him, Nevada was brain-dead upon arrival at the hospital and, after three days on life
support, his parents made the heart-wrenching decision to let him go. This loss engulfed the family in sorrow,
particularly affecting Elon, who found it difficult to process his emotions openly, contrasting with Justine's
approach of expressing her grief. Their coping mechanisms diverged, highlighting Elon's tendency to
internalize his pain, a trait Justine attributed to survival mechanisms from his childhood.

Amidst this emotional turmoil, Elon's father, Errol Musk, was flown from South Africa to the United States,
marking a tentative attempt at reconciliation after years of estrangement. Errol's visit was overshadowed by
Nevada's death, an event that significantly strained an already complex relationship between father and son.
Elon's decision to accommodate Errol and his new family in Los Angeles was met with concern from his
brother Kimbal, who feared the rekindling of their fraught relationship would only bring more distress. The
situation grew increasingly uncomfortable as Elon became wary of Errol's behavior towards his stepdaughter
and eventually, the complex dynamics within the household led Elon to sever living arrangements with Errol,
suggesting he move back to South Africa.

This chapter deeply explores the contrasts in dealing with loss between Elon and Justine, while also delving
into the complicated dynamics of family relationships, particularly between Elon and his father, Errol. It
highlights the silent battles Elon fought within, as he grappled with the dual challenges of mounting success
in his professional life and navigating profound personal loss and familial tensions. Through these trials, the
depth of Elon's character is examined, revealing his struggles with vulnerability, the complexities of grief,
and the enduring impact of childhood experiences on emotional coping mechanisms.


