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In this chapter, the narrative unfolds with EIGHT expressing surprise upon the protagonist's entrance,
pondering what could possibly change Marshall’s attitude toward them. The protagonist reveals that Marshall
is presently preoccupied with threats from creepers rather than concerns about them, hinting at a strategic
shift. EIGHT seems to have an unsettling realization about their precarious position—being vastly
outnumbered with only 176 members remaining, as they prepare for a potential ground war against the
technologically advanced creepers.

As the conversation deepens, thoughts turn to recollections of past deaths among their group, especially
regarding SIX, highlighting the murky history and betrayal regarding Berto’s actions. The protagonist,
grappling with fears and uncertainties, also contemplates the implications of a chat message appearing as
gibberish, leading to questions about connectivity issues in their shared consciousness with EIGHT. This
foreshadows potential complications or glitches in their system.

The discourse transitions to thoughts about the larger context of colonization efforts, juxtaposing failures
with rare successes like Bergen’s World, which was initially inhospitable but transformed for habitation. This
backdrop underscores a historical pattern of survival despite overwhelming odds.

As the tension rises, they are summoned by a new goon, Tonio, evoking memories of past
violence—specifically the tasing incident. The ominous presence of Marshall signals an impending
confrontation regarding their fate in light of the colony’s shifting dynamics. Marshall's inquiry foreshadows
the ultimate test of their roles, revealing that rather than a mere reassignment, their existence hangs in the
balance with death as a tangible consequence. EIGHT's defiance contrasts sharply with Marshall's calculated
demeanor, indicating an impending moral and personal conflict wherein duty clashes with survival instincts.

With Marshall’s demand for a mission, the stakes are raised, suggesting that the participants are still pawns in
a much larger game, with their very lives contingent on fulfilling expectations that may lead them closer to
danger rather than safety .


