
Tuning Out (Undermining Voices)

"Tuning Out" from "Undermining Voices" delves into the complexities artists face as they transition from the
insulated creativity of their initial works to the cacophony of external pressures that accompanies success.
Initially, an artist's journey is profoundly personal, a dialogue chiefly with oneself, culminating in a project
that may take years to materialize. Once this work is shared, a shift begins. The arrival of an audience,
whether a close circle of friends or a vast, anonymous collective, along with the interest of businesses, marks
the start of external influences that can significantly impact an artist's creative direction.

With subsequent projects, the artist faces a barrage of external voices. These voices, representing deadlines,
sales, media attention, and a plethora of other distractions, can distract from the purity of creative intent,
morphing art from a form of self-expression into a vehicle for self-sustainment.

The essence of navigating this phase lies in the ability to tune out—to shield the creative process from
external demands and pressures. Artists are encouraged to recapture the clarity and focus that birthed their
initial success, actively disregarding the din of business concerns and public expectations to preserve the
sanctity of their work.

Moreover, the chapter touches on the internal critic, a ubiquitous force whispering narratives of inadequacy
or, conversely, grandeur. These voices, often echoes of past judgments from influential figures in one's life,
demand a level of detachment similar to that of external distractions.

Artists are urged to perceive any form of pressure, whether internal or external, as a cue for introspection,
embracing their craft with purity and detachment from outcomes. Acknowledgment of these pressures serves
as the first step towards liberation, nudging the artist towards a practice focused solely on creating work they
love, free from the burden of expectations.

The practice of tuning out, likened to meditation, involves a conscious effort to sideline all distractions,
focusing solely on the act of creation. This, in turn, fortifies an artist's ability to concentrate, a skill with far-
reaching benefits in all facets of life.


