
The Circus Boys On The Mississippi

The Circus Boys on the Mississippi by Edgar B. P. Darlington is an adventure-filled story of young circus
performers traveling along the Mississippi River, encountering exciting challenges and new experiences in
their pursuit of success.

CHAPTER I - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In the opening chapter of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," we meet Teddy Tucker and Phil Forrest,
two young performers in the Sparling Combined Shows. The chapter begins with Phil inquiring Teddy about
any troubles he might have had with Diaz, a new Spanish clown. Teddy reluctantly admits to a potential
misunderstanding, sparked by Phil noticing Diaz's hostile glare at Teddy during a circus performance.

The tension between Teddy and Diaz stems from an incident where Teddy disrupted Diaz's act by whipping a
hat out of the air, a prop integral to Diaz's performance, causing it to fall and hit Teddy. Instead of
apologizing, Teddy kicked the hat out of the ring, spoiling the act. Phil points out Teddy's behavior was
ungentlemanly and could have led to serious consequences had their boss, Mr. Sparling, witnessed it.

Phil urges Teddy to apologize to Diaz, emphasizing the importance of maintaining peace within the circus
crew, especially given their significant debt of gratitude to Sparling and the show. Despite Teddy's initial
reluctance, Phil convinces him to make amends, arguing it's the right thing to do regardless of how Diaz
might respond.

Following Phil's advice, Teddy attempts to apologize to Diaz, albeit in a manner that only further infuriates
the clown. Diaz reacts violently, throwing Teddy across the dressing tent. Phil intervenes, attempting to calm
the situation and reason with Diaz. Despite Phil's diplomatic efforts, Diaz lashes out, prompting Phil to
defend himself and Teddy, firmly telling Diaz that his aggressive behavior is unacceptable.

This chapter sets the stage for the dynamics between the circus boys and the new Spanish clown, highlighting
themes of conflict resolution, the importance of owning up to one's actions, and the value of maintaining
harmony within a group. It also re-establishes the characters of Teddy and Phil, their roles in the circus, and
their approach to solving problems, setting the tone for further adventures and challenges they might face as
they navigate the circus life on the Mississippi.

CHAPTER II - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter II of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," tension erupts in the dressing tent when Mr. Miaco,
the head clown and long-time ally of the Circus Boys, Phil and Teddy, intervenes in a physical altercation.
Teddy, having previously angered the clown Diaz, becomes the initial focus of conflict, which Phil
inadvertently escalates by getting involved. Despite Phil's attempts to downplay the situation, Miaco sternly
warns Diaz against further aggression, highlighting the boys' esteemed reputation within the circus and
threatening Diaz with dismissal should Mr. Sparling, the show's manager, learn of the incident.

As performance time nears, the urgency to prepare overrides the chaos, shifting focus back to the evening's
show. Within their acts, the boys demonstrate their versatile talents: Teddy performs an array of acts,
including riding his donkey January, while Phil shines as a star in the flying trapeze and center ring bareback
riding. Amid these showcases, the lingering threat from Diaz looms, with Miaco advising caution.



The highlight of the evening centers around January, Teddy's donkey, and an act designed to challenge
audience members to stay atop the stubborn animal for monetary reward. The spectacle unfolds with comedic
failure until Manuel, Diaz’s assistant, volunteers, leading to an uproarious sequence of failed attempts to
unseat him. Despite January's vehement efforts, Manuel's determination starkly contrasts the animal's usual
dominance, creating a memorable moment for the audience and illustrating the unpredictable nature of circus
life.

This encounter encapsulates the chapter's themes of camaraderie, loyalty, and the perpetual challenges and
unpredictability inherent in circus life. It underscores the relationship dynamics within the circus community,
illustrated through conflict resolution, performance preparation, and the thrill of the show, all while hinting at
underlying tensions and upcoming adventures.

CHAPTER III - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

Chapter III of "The Circus Boys on the Mississippi" captures a day filled with humor, mild confrontation,
and poignant reflection. The chapter opens with Mr. Sparling, the show owner, enjoying an amusing moment
when Teddy performs an unplanned act causing him to laugh despite the breach in discipline. Teddy's
interaction with Mr. Sparling shows a light-hearted side of circus life, with a hint of Teddy's daring character,
as he boasts about controlling a donkey named January.

The narrative then shifts as Phil and Teddy ponder over the show’s unconventional route across Illinois,
sparking curiosity about Mr. Sparling's secretive planning for the circus’s destinations. This uncertainty
among the performers hints at the unpredictable nature of circus life.

Amid the daily routines and minor squabbles, particularly the tension between Phil and a clown named Diaz,
the narrative takes a deeply sentimental turn. The circus commemorates Decoration Day, adding layers of
depth to the understanding of how circus folks maintain connections with the broader societal traditions and
personal memories amidst their nomadic lifestyle. Mrs. Waite’s makeshift grave for her husband, a soldier
killed at Gettysburg, symbolizes a poignant bridge between her itinerant circus life and the permanence of
death and remembrance. It shows the circus as a tight-knit community that supports each other's ways to
honor past relationships and obligations beyond the immediate allure of the circus.

The chapter skillfully balances light, comedic moments with the realities and challenges of circus life,
including the bonds formed among its members. It captures the essence of a life constantly in motion, yet
ever connected to the larger, static world beyond the circus tents, highlighting themes of memory, honor, and
the multifaceted nature of human connections within this unique setting.

CHAPTER IV - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter IV of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," titled "Their Curiosity Aroused," Mr. Sparling
engages in a light-hearted yet mysterious conversation with Phil, one of the Circus Boys. Mr. Sparling teases
Phil about the circus's secret travel plans, which he's been keeping under wraps even from his closest show
associates, including Phil. The dialogue reveals Mr. Sparling's significant trust and reliance on Phil's
judgment, hinting at the boy's growing importance within the circus organization.

As they speak in Mr. Sparling's private tent, discussions shift from the speculation surrounding the show's
unusual route, designed to outmaneuver competing circuses, to personal and philosophical musings about
life, the circus business, and personal growth. Mr. Sparling, reminiscing about his past as a drummer boy for
the South during the Civil War, bridges a connection between his and Phil's love for the "Sunny South." This
personal revelation leads to a deeper bond between them, showcasing Mr. Sparling's fondness and respect for



Phil.

Further into their conversation, Mr. Sparling praises Phil for his exceptional performance on the flying
trapeze, acknowledging his potential in the circus industry. Yet, amidst the praise, there exists a moment of
career counseling where Mr. Sparling suggests Phil reconsider the benefits of college education against the
practical experience he is gaining in the show business.

The chapter subtly progresses to unveil Mr. Sparling's plan to undertake a groundbreaking and secretive
movement that has kept even the most curious like Phil in suspense. This act of strategic secrecy is aimed not
just at creating a surprise for the circus community but also at strengthening the competitive edge of
Sparling's circus. Towards the end of their conversation, Mr. Sparling hints at a significant change about to
unfold in Phil's routine with the circus, intriguing Phil and leaving him pondering what the future holds.

This chapter, rich in character development and foreshadowing, sets the stage for the unfolding narrative,
highlighting themes of trust, ambition, and the everlasting bonds crafted in the unique world of the circus.

CHAPTER V - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter V of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," Mr. Sparling, the circus owner, invites Phil and
Teddy for a mysterious walk after instructing all performers to pack up, sparking curiosity and gossip among
the show people due to the unusual command to prepare to leave the train. As they meander through the town
and approach the river, the boys' wonder grows until they spot three yellow boats with "The Sparling
Combined Shows" painted on the side, revealing Mr. Sparling's surprise plan to take the circus down the
Mississippi River on steamboats.

Phil and Teddy are astonished and excited by this novel mode of travel. Sparling explains his innovative
strategy, aimed at giving the circus a unique edge by performing on both sides of the river throughout the
season, thus extending their engagement possibilities. The boats, the "River Queen," "Mary Jane," and
"Nemah," are prepared to house the performers and equipment, with alterations made to accommodate the
circus's needs. Sparling's inventive approach is met with enthusiasm by the boys, despite Teddy's initial
skepticism about traveling on a paddle-wheel boat.

The idea of a traveling circus on the Mississippi is both a logistical challenge and a promising adventure. The
"River Queen" and "Mary Jane" are humorously renamed "Yellow Peril" and "Fat Marie" by the boys, while
"Nemah" is dubbed "Little Nemo," reflecting their excitement and playful engagement with this new venture.
Sparling's detailed planning assures that every aspect of the circus—from lodging performers to transporting
elephants and equipment—is considered, ensuring a smooth transition from train to riverboat.

As the circus community buzzes with anticipation over this unprecedented move, Phil and Teddy return to
the lot, energized and eager to share the news. Their enthusiasm is infectious, and the circus performances
that follow are executed with exceptional zeal, captivating the town with their daring acts. This chapter sets
the stage for the adventures ahead as the Sparling Circus embarks on a unique journey down the Mississippi,
blending the traditional allure of the circus with the novelty of riverboat travel.

CHAPTER VI - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

During a lively circus performance under the bright glow of gasoline lamps in the grand tent, an unexpected
event stirred both performers and audience. Teddy Tucker, a diminutive clown, interrupted the show with an
announcement that set the stage for a unique spectacle. He proclaimed that the circus's ostrich had laid an
egg, presenting it as a novel attraction amidst the high-flying acts and daring performances. The ringmaster,



initially disgruntled, quickly turned the situation into an opportunity, declaring the ostrich egg as a marvel
and teasing the audience with Teddy's humorous intention to eat it.

As Teddy, with egg in hand, marched off amidst laughter and applause, the circus continued its array of
entertainments, sailing from acts of skill to the promise of thundering Roman chariot races. However, the
circus's atmosphere of joy was soon overshadowed by the ominous rumblings of an approaching storm.
Despite the performers' attempts to carry on, and the ringmaster's reassurances, the storm's onset became
undeniable. Lightning illuminated the tent, followed closely by thunder that shook the ground, unsettling
both performers and spectators alike.

Teddy, unfazed and ever the jester, engaged the audience with his antics, offering levity even as the storm
intensified. However, the weather's fury culminated in a bolt of lightning that struck the center pole of the
tent, sending a ball of fire cascading down towards where Teddy stood. Miraculously unharmed, Teddy's
quick reaction prevented disaster, showcasing his courageous spirit. Yet, this marked a turning point for the
circus that evening, as the structural damage threatened the safety of all within the tent. Amid this chaos,
Teddy's quick-thinking and Phil Forrest's composed actions underscored their unwavering bravery and
dedication to each other and the circus family, embodying the spirit of adventure and resilience at the heart of
their journey along the Mississippi.

CHAPTER VII - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter VII of "The Circus Boys on the Mississippi," we journey alongside Phil and Teddy as they
quickly adapt to dramatic changes and unexpected challenges. After a lightning strike ruins a center pole
during their performance, the show perseveres, showcasing the resilience and swift problem-solving
characteristic of circus life. Teddy becomes an unexpected hero, earning adulation from the audience and his
peers by preventing a potential disaster and swiftly manages an amusing crowd during the chaos.

Following the spectacle, the circus swiftly dismantles and prepares to relocate, embodying the transient and
dynamic essence of circus life. The logistical feat of moving the circus onto boats, particularly under Mr.
Sparling's vigilant supervision, highlights the meticulous organization and strength behind the scenes. Each
boat's readiness, including the "Little Nemo," "Fat Marie," and "River Queen," illustrates the efficiency and
preparedness of the circus crew, establishing a sense of community and teamwork that underpins the
spectacle.

Phil and Teddy's camaraderie is further explored through their light-hearted banter and mutual support,
illustrating the deep bonds formed within the circus family. Their conversation provides a glimpse into their
personalities, with Teddy's humorous exaggeration and Phil's more reasoned demeanor complementing each
other perfectly. The chapter captures the essence of their friendship, underscored by shared experiences and
understanding.

The narrative also delicately balances humor with the gravity of their circumstances. Teddy's interaction with
Mr. Sparling, where he jests about his own size and contributions, mirrors the unique relationships within the
circus, where valor, humor, and humility intertwine.

As they settle into their new quarters on the "Fat Marie," the boys are pleasantly surprised by their
accommodations. Their appreciation for Mr. Sparling's gestures, from the well-equipped cabin to the
thoughtful inclusion of writing materials, underscores a theme of gratitude and recognition within their
transient lifestyle. Teddy's focus on the ostrich egg he plans to eat adds a layer of humor and normalcy to
their extraordinary lives, while Phil's contemplation of their situation reflects a mature gratitude for their
circumstances.



This chapter encapsulates the adventure, unpredictability, and camaraderie of circus life, set against the
backdrop of their journey down the Mississippi. It showcases the relentless spirit of the Circus Boys and their
circus family, adept at navigating both literal and metaphorical storms with grace, humor, and an unbreakable
bond.

CHAPTER VIII - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter VIII of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," the story dives into a chaotic day at the docks
involving January, a rebellious donkey belonging to the circus. The chapter starts with Teddy, one of the
Circus Boys, rushing to a commotion to find January performing a spectacle of defiance, refusing to board
their vessel. Despite attempts by the workmen to coerce him onto the boat, January resists with kicks and
bites, creating a spectacle that draws the attention and commands of Mr. Sparling, the circus owner, who
knows the donkey all too well from previous encounters.

Teddy takes on the challenge of calming January, employing a mix of soothing words and strategic actions
that reflect his deep understanding of animal behavior, honed by his experience in the circus. The situation
escalates into a lively scuffle between boy and beast, with Teddy demonstrating both his physical agility and
his compassionate approach to animal handling. Despite the donkey's stubbornness, Teddy's determination
and ingenuity shine through as he manages to subdue January without resorting to cruelty, winning the
admiration of Mr. Sparling and onlookers.

The chapter humorously narrates the efforts to lead January onto the boat, highlighting the challenges of
managing circus animals and the camaraderie and chaos that ensue. The introduction of other colorful
characters, such as Fat Marie, and the anticipation of loading the elephants add layers to the circus's vibrant
atmosphere. The chapter closes with Teddy's clever handling of the situation, showcasing the ingenuity and
resilience that characterize the Circus Boys. Through a blend of humor, adventure, and a dash of wisdom, the
story captures the essence of circus life, with its unpredictability and the unbreakable spirit of its performers.

CHAPTER IX - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter IX of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," trouble unfolds when Teddy, one of the circus boys,
is flung by a bull named Jupiter, causing alarm among the circus crew. Mr. Sparling, the show owner, is
panicked and mobilizes a search for Teddy, fearing he might have fallen into the Mississippi River.
Simultaneously, Mr. Kennedy is dealing with the anxious elephants on the circus boat named "Marie,"
especially as the gangway to the ship is lost and floating down the river. A boat is quickly dispatched to
retrieve the gangway while Mr. Sparling searches for Teddy.

Phil Forrest, another Circus Boy, is alerted by the commotion and joins Mr. Sparling in locating Teddy. They
find Teddy, unharmed but disoriented, believing he was kicked by an elephant named January, when in
reality it was Jupiter who had tossed him. Despite his dramatic claim of "dying by inches," Teddy is found to
be mostly fine, suffering from shock rather than any serious injuries.

Meanwhile, the circus faces another dilemma with the elephants, particularly with Jupiter refusing to cross
the replaced gangway onto the boat. Mr. Sparling and Mr. Kennedy, recognizing Phil's knack for dealing
with the animals, enlist his help. Using patience and a gentle approach, Phil successfully persuades Emperor,
another elephant, to cross the gangway by rewarding him with sugar and using calming words, showcasing
his unique bond and understanding of the animals. However, despite this success, Jupiter remains stubborn
and refuses to follow Emperor's lead.

This chapter illustrates the unexpected challenges of circus life, highlighting themes of bravery, quick
thinking, and the special connection between humans and animals. Phil's resourcefulness and calm demeanor



in the face of chaos underscore his growing leadership and prowess within the circus community.

CHAPTER X - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

Chapter X of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi" opens with the Sparling circus fleet preparing to journey
down the Mississippi River to the Gulf. As dawn breaks, the boats, including the "Little Nemo," are ready to
depart. Crew members and performers are called to finalize their boarding, and with the pilots' commands,
the fleet casts off, initiating their adventure. Teddy, one of the Circus Boys, is exhilarated, though his
companion, Phil, suggests they catch up on sleep to rejuvenate themselves for the journey ahead. Despite
Teddy's protest that his looks need no enhancement, the boys eventually retire to their cabin for a rest.

Upon waking, the boys realize they've missed breakfast and debate their options, only to be invited to join
Mr. Sparling, the circus owner, for a meal in his cabin. This invitation leads to a discussion about the next
location for their show, Milroy, and the boys' experiences in small town performances. As they share
breakfast with Mr. Sparling, the conversation turns to the challenges faced by the circus on the road,
including the previous night's incident involving the elephants and a donkey.

Mr. Sparling praises Phil and Teddy for their quick thinking and resilience in handling the circus animals. He
then probes Phil about the unusual behavior exhibited by Jupiter, an elephant, which Phil acknowledges
seemed peculiar. The discussion hints at underlying suspicions about why Jupiter might have acted out,
suggesting possible intrigue or misconduct by someone familiar with the circus.

Phil is hesitant to voice his suspicions about the identities of certain individuals he and Mr. Sparling noticed
during the troubling events with the elephants. Despite Mr. Sparling's insistence on understanding the
situation fully, Phil stands by his principle of fairness, opting not to accuse without certainty. The chapter
closes on this note of unresolved tension and mystery, leaving readers to ponder the broader implications of
loyalty, justice, and the unseen challenges faced by the traveling circus crew.

This chapter beautifully encapsulates the adventurous spirit of the circus boys, their camaraderie, and the
vibrant but challenging life on the road with a traveling circus, setting the stage for further developments and
potential conflicts in their journey down the Mississippi.

CHAPTER XI - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter XI, titled "Egg, Egg, Who's Got the Egg?" of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," Teddy
Tucker's dismay over his missing ostrich egg ignites a peculiar investigation on the "Fat Marie." Teddy's
scramble begins after recognizing the egg's disappearance from his locked trunk. Phil Forrest, his companion,
remains skeptical of the egg’s mysterious absence, prompting them to search Teddy's cabin for clues. Despite
everything being in place except for the egg, it is clear they face a premeditated theft.

Phil's calm demeanor in handling the situation contrasts Teddy's frenzied panic. While Phil does not
outwardly share his suspicions, it's evident he harbors theories about the perpetrator. Their concern escalates
to involve Mr. Sparling, the showman, who, after examining the scene, vows retribution against the thief.
The theft, peculiar in nature, is believed not to be for consumption but more likely aimed at troubling Teddy.
Phil and Teddy speculate on potential suspects, including a fleeting accusation towards January, an unlikely
donkey.

Phil’s detective efforts extend beyond mere conversations. He discreetly engages with the crew and
performers, subtly observing the dynamics within the circus group. The situation takes a serious turn when
Phil stumbles upon an anger-fueled encounter with Diaz, the Spanish clown, who reveals a threatening



demeanor over an implied accusation concerning the egg's theft.

The narrative not only showcases the mystery surrounding the lost egg but also delves into the intricate
interactions among circus members. Phil's methodical approach to solving the mystery, coupled with his
attempt to preserve camaraderie amongst the crew, outlines the dual challenge they face: maintaining the
circus's internal harmony while navigating the unpredictabilities of their traveling show.

As the chapter closes, Phil's confrontation with Diaz escalates dangerously, hinting at deeper tensions and
secrets within the circus. The stolen egg becomes more than a mere missing item; it symbolizes the
underlying discord and mistrust among the circus family, setting the stage for dramatic developments as they
endeavor to unravel the theft.

CHAPTER XII - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter XII of "The Circus Boys on the Mississippi," Phil Forrest and Little Dimples are gearing up for an
evening performance, feeling the anticipatory thrill of unveiling a new act they've diligently rehearsed in
secret. Their act—a novel "brother and sister act" on horseback—is designed as a surprise for Mr. Sparling,
incorporating both traditional elements and their own innovative, risky maneuvers. The chapter captures the
essence of circus life, highlighting the camaraderie and mutual support among performers, alongside the
ever-present undercurrent of risk and the pursuit of perfection.

Phil and Dimples share a close bond, both professionally and personally, with Dimples taking on a maternal
role towards Phil and his circus cohort. Their relationship is portrayed with warmth and humor, as they
engage in light-hearted banter and encourage each other before stepping into the ring. Their performance is a
blend of athleticism and artistry, pushing the boundaries of their craft to deliver something exceptional and
unexpected.

The performance unfolds with a mix of routine and audacious elements, culminating in Phil's breathtaking
feat that diverges from the planned act, earning them an eruption of applause from the audience and
recognition from Mr. Sparling, who publicly lauds their effort. This chapter not only highlights the physical
demands and emotional highs of circus performance but also underscores the importance of innovation,
teamwork, and the deep bonds formed within this unique community.

An undercurrent of concern weaves through the chapter, hinting at broader narratives within the circus.
Dimples voices her intuition about Diaz, a fellow performer, suggesting layers of interpersonal dynamics and
potential conflicts beneath the surface of circus life. This foreshadows complexity and depth in the stories of
the circus folk, hinting at challenges that go beyond the physical daring of their acts.

In essence, the chapter encapsulates the spirit of the circus—a microcosm of life where joy, artistry, peril,
and personal dramas intermingle against the backdrop of relentless pursuit of entertainment and communal
harmony.

CHAPTER XIII - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter XIII of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi" titled "A Narrow Escape," despite a tumultuous
performance, Phil showcases an incredible act of bravery and skill. The chapter opens with Phil performing a
daring circus maneuver that nearly goes awry when Dimples, another performer, risks a dangerous fall. Phil's
quick thinking and knowledge of circus gymnastics prevent a tragedy, allowing Dimples to land safely.
However, Phil himself isn't so fortunate. He takes a risky fall, landing on his head and face, stirring
immediate concern among the circus members, including the show’s owner, Mr. Sparling, and Dimples, who



rushes to his side.

As Phil insists he's fine despite his injuries, the focus shifts to a beloved circus horse, Jim, who has seriously
injured his leg during the chaos, leading to a somber revelation that the animal's performance days are over.
Phil, deeply connected to Jim, proposes a respectful but heartbreaking solution for Jim's inevitable suffering,
masking the severity of the situation from the audience to maintain the show's flow. Even in the face of
personal pain and the loss of Jim, Phil and Dimples prioritize the circus and its continuance, displaying
professionalism and dedication.

In a later conversation with Mr. Sparling, Phil contemplates the nature of the accident, hinting at something
more sinister behind it. He reflects on his circus journey, expressing gratitude for the opportunities Mr.
Sparling provided, shifting from potential tragedy to a warm moment of mutual respect and admiration
between the showman and his star performer.

The chapter concludes with Phil investigating the cause of Jim's injury alongside Teddy, another circus boy.
They discover a clue in the sawdust, implying sabotage, which adds a layer of mystery and intrigue to the
narrative. The chapter encapsulates themes of courage, loyalty, and the harsh realities behind the spectacle of
circus life, all while setting the stage for further developments in the story.

CHAPTER XIV - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

Following a day marred by an accident, the circus folk of the "Marie" and "River Queen" on the Mississippi
River adapt with impressive resilience, engaging in the methodical task of preparing for their nighttime
journey. Their spirits remain high as they enjoy a shared meal aboard, with the banter and camaraderie
evident amongst them. A humorous conversation about the causes of falls among performers quickly shifts to
a witty exchange initiated by Teddy, a Circus Boy known for his quick wit and lively spirit. His joke about a
ring horse being "hungry" because it "bit the dust" sets the stage for a series of lively events showcasing the
close-knit circus community's penchant for entertainment and mischief.

The atmosphere of camaraderie turns into comedic chaos when Teddy, after making a pun, becomes the
center of a playful yet bold confrontation with Cummings, the bearded pilot of the "Marie". The altercation,
initiated by a proposal to "punish" Teddy for his joke, escalates when Teddy cleverly plasters sandwiches
over Cummings' eyes and mouth, rendering the pilot temporarily incapacitated. This act of humorous
rebellion leads to a spirited scuffle, drawing the amusement and involvement of the show people, who revel
in the unexpected excitement.

Amidst laughter and playful jeers, the tussle between Teddy and Cummings moves through the cabin,
inadvertently causing a mess of the meal laid out for the performers. Mr. Miaco, the head clown, intervenes,
bringing the skirmish to a halt and emphasizing the importance of maintaining order, albeit with a touch of
humor and understanding of the situation's inherent levity.

Teddy's actions, while mischievous, reflect a deep-seated confidence and ingenuity characteristic of circus
folk. His ability to turn a potential punishment into an opportunity for jest and bonding among his peers
exemplifies the circus community's resilience and spirited nature. Meanwhile, the responses from the show
people, ranging from laughter to mock outrage, underscore the tight-knit and supportive environment within
which they thrive, even in the face of unexpected challenges and mishaps.

As the chapter closes, Teddy's interaction with Phil, another Circus Boy, along with a conversation between
Phil and Mr. Sparling, the showman, touches upon themes of ambition, camaraderie, and the behind-the-
scenes dynamics that define circus life. The incident with Cummings, though seemingly a minor event,
highlights the unique blend of discipline, humor, and mutual respect that enables the circus community to
navigate the complexities of their itinerant lifestyle with grace and unity.



CHAPTER XV - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter XV of "The Circus Boys on the Mississippi," the Sparling circus fleet is navigating downstream
smoothly until an unexpected commotion occurs. Teddy, having had a significant role in a previous cabin
incident, manages to sleep through the chaos that unfolds later, whereas, Phil and the rest of the circus
members are not as undisturbed.

The crux of the disturbance is centered around Mr. Cummings, the pilot steering the "Marie." His night is
filled with irritation and threats of revenge against Teddy for an earlier embarrassment. This anger is further
fueled by his struggles to navigate the vessel, avoiding sandbars and dealing with the jeers of the circus crew.
The tension escalates as Cummings detects an unknown presence, eventually facing what he fears is an
escaped lion but turns out to be the donkey, January, causing havoc on deck.

January, mistaking the pilot house for an adversary, launches a raucous attack, leading Cummings to a
frenzied state. He barricades himself inside, mistakenly signals full speed astern which throws the "Marie"
into chaos, and unsuccessfully attempts to defend the pilot house with gunfire, believing the circus's animals
have been unleashed.

The narrative reaches a fever pitch as Phil and Teddy awaken to the uproar. Phil, realizing the grave danger
of the boat running wild, bravely takes control of the wheel, while Teddy identifies January as the source of
the commotion, rather than a threatening beast. With quick thinking and inherent circus agility, Phil manages
to halt and then correct the boat's course, but not without the crew and Mr. Sparling, the circus manager,
frantically trying to comprehend and mitigate the chaos. Mr. Sparling's intervention proves critical in
restoring order, as he forcefully directs Cummings back to his piloting duties, ensuring the safety of the fleet
and averting potential disaster.

The chapter deliciously blends humor and suspense, showcasing the resilience and camaraderie among the
circus crew whilst highlighting the unpredictable adventures that come with life on the Mississippi River.

CHAPTER XVI - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter XVI of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," titled "Betrayed by a Sneeze," chaos unravels
when a donkey named January finds its way into the pilot house, causing havoc. This incident turns into a
moment of jest among the circus crew, with Mr. Sparling and Teddy sharing a light-hearted exchange over
the donkey's adventurous ascent. Following this event, Phil Forrest, motivated both by a request from Mr.
Sparling and personal stakes due to previous dangers faced by himself and Little Dimples, embarks on an
earnest investigation to uncover the source of the troubles plaguing the show.

Despite contemplating the potential involvement of certain individuals, including the Spanish clown, Phil is
cautious about levying accusations without solid evidence. Little Dimples, the star bareback rider, encourages
Phil, praising his cleverness and asserting her faith in his ability to unravel the mystery. Their camaraderie is
evident as they joke about rescuing each other from hypothetical dangers, showcasing a blend of affection
and mutual respect.

Later, Phil's investigation takes a turn when, while seeking solitude to ponder his next moves, he overhears a
suspicious conversation between two men discussing a sinister plan. Concealed behind a knoll, Phil listens
intently as the men plot to sabotage a critical piece of circus equipment—the net used by the aerial
performers, intending to weaken it gradually until it fails. Their scheme is to exact revenge and remove
obstacles to further, undisclosed plans, indicating a deep-seated vendetta against Phil and possibly others in
the circus.



This chapter serves as a pivotal point in the narrative, intensifying the mystery and danger surrounding the
circus. The themes of friendship, loyalty, and determination are woven through the interactions between Phil,
Teddy, and Little Dimples. The menace lurking behind the scenes escalates the tension, setting the stage for
the Circus Boys to confront their unseen adversaries in a showdown between cunning and malice.

CHAPTER XVII - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

During a tense encounter in the field adjacent to the circus lot, Phil Forrest, the focal character and a
dedicated Circus Boy, narrowly escapes a dangerous confrontation with two mysterious adversaries. The
stealthy evasion sees Phil ingeniously outpacing his pursuers, leveraging his athletic prowess to secure a
momentary advantage, only to decide to confront one suspect, Diaz, aboard their floating circus home.

Despite Phil's suspicion and his determined return to the boat, his interaction with Diaz yields nothing
conclusive, leaving Phil perplexed by the timeline of Diaz's movements. This doubt is further compounded
by Phil's conversation with his friend Teddy, who unknowingly confirms Diaz's early presence on the boat,
challenging Phil's theory of the evening's events.

As Phil navigates through these uncertainties, he remains vigilant, keenly observing the circus crew's
disembarkation, seeking signs of guilt or unusual behavior. His concern is not only for his welfare but also
for the collective safety of his circus family, fostering a protective instinct bolstered by his previous
experiences of sabotage within the circus.

In a moment of contemplation, Phil shares his fears and suspicions with Mr. Sparling, the Circus owner. The
discussion delves into the possibility of internal sabotage, hinting at past incidents and rivalries that have
marred the circus's journey. The discerning Mr. Sparling, while acknowledging Phil's concerns, emphasizes
the importance of prudence and the dire need to identify and apprehend the culprits threatening their tight-
knit community.

Through a careful blend of intrigue and introspection, this chapter underscores the themes of loyalty,
courage, and the relentless pursuit of justice. Phil's story is a testament to the resilience and camaraderie
inherent in the traveling circus, navigating challenges not just in the performance ring but in the intricate web
of interpersonal relationships that define their unique way of life.

CHAPTER XVIII - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter XVIII of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," a dynamic chase unfolds that leads to an
unexpected discovery. Phil and Mr. Sparling sprint through the corridors of the boat with Phil heading
towards the stern and Sparling advancing forward. The pursuit comes to a thrilling climax when Phil
apprehends the figure they have been chasing, only to realize it's Teddy Tucker, their friend, provoking a mix
of confusion and relief.

The initial belief that they've cornered a suspect dissolves into bewilderment upon recognizing Teddy. The
situation prompts Mr. Sparling to summon Teddy to his cabin for an inquiry, creating an atmosphere charged
with tension and suspicion. Teddy's indignant responses and his denial of eavesdropping near Sparling's
cabin window spotlight his characteristic blend of humor and innocence.

The confrontation in Mr. Sparling's cabin unfolds with accusations of eavesdropping, met by Teddy's puzzled
and defensive rebuttals. His explanation reveals a simple misunderstanding: Teddy was investigating another
individual he had sighted, suspecting potential theft, not eavesdropping. His misadventure inadvertently
made him the target of Phil and Sparling's chase.



Teddy's explanation paints a picture of an unintentional farce rather than a nefarious act; he had been
inadvertently mistaken for someone spying on Mr. Sparling and Phil's confidential conversation. This mix-up
led to a series of comedic errors, climaxing with his capture. Teddy clarifies he was merely curious about a
stranger’s actions, mistaking him for the thief of his egg, which propels a separate thread of mystery and
humor throughout the narrative.

In essence, the chapter weaves a fabric of comedy, intrigue, and a touch of innocence through the
misadventures of Teddy. His mistaken identity and the subsequent clarification bring a light-hearted
resolution to the suspenseful chase on the boat. The incident showcases the camaraderie and
misunderstandings that color the boys' experiences, enriching the ongoing narrative of their adventures on the
Mississippi.

CHAPTER XIX - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter XIX of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," titled "Teddy Joins The Band," Phil Forrest
proposes a captivating idea to enhance their upcoming approach to Des Moines. He suggests that the band be
divided into two parts to play on deck as they near their next location, an idea that Mr. Sparling, the circus
owner, eagerly approves. Phil's suggestion aims for a triumphal entry, compensating musicians for their extra
time to encourage participation.

The execution occurs early the next morning when the boat's passengers are suddenly awakened to an
impromptu concert orchestrated by Phil's plan. The blaring brass, clashing cymbals, and the boom of drums
stir everyone, including Teddy Tucker and Phil, from their sleep. What starts as a bewildered waking for the
Circus Boys quickly turns into a playful skirmish, displaying Teddy and Phil's youthful energy and
camaraderie. Their tussle, however, does not end in their cabin; it escalates in a comical yet disruptive
manner involving the band playing outside their window.

Teddy's misadventure with a bass drum strikes a humorous chord. In an attempt to escape Phil's teasing,
Teddy leaps through a window, inadvertently diving into and through the drum. This act disrupts the
morning's performance, leading to chaotic and humorous exchanges among the band members, particularly
with the drummer, who finds his musical contribution unintentionally sabotaged. Phil's intervention, aiming
to rescue Teddy from further retribution, introduces another layer of chaos, marking the incident with equal
parts hilarity and tension.

The chapter concludes with Phil and Teddy facing the financial responsibility for the damage caused to the
bass drum. Their encounter with Mr. Sparling over the incident underscores the implicit trust and
understanding between the circus owner and the boys. Despite Sparling's initial amusement and dismissive
attitude towards the reimbursement for the damages, Phil insists on accountability, reflecting a mature aspect
of their otherwise playful characters.

This chapter, while revealing the light-hearted and mischievous side of circus life through Teddy and Phil's
antics, also sheds light on the close-knit community within the circus crew, exemplified by their interactions
with Mr. Sparling and among themselves. The playful narrative maintains a tone of camaraderie and
adventure that is evident throughout the "Circus Boys" series.

CHAPTER XX - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

Teddy Tucker's quest for revenge against the circus band, particularly the bass drummer, leads him to disrupt
their performance by sucking on lemons, much to the musicians' dismay. His antics cause disarray among the
performers, but despite a stern warning from the showman, Mr. Sparling, Teddy remains undeterred. The
Circus Boys' adventures continue as the show moves along the Mississippi. They encounter a hiccup when a



baboon, Bruiser, escapes during a routine cage cleaning. Bruiser's escape causes chaos, stirring the entire
boat into action, including Teddy and his friend Phil. The chase leads Bruiser to climb up the mast of the
boat, out of reach of his pursuers. Teddy, not one to back down from a challenge, cleverly uses a rope to
reach Bruiser. Despite a tussle at the top, which sees Teddy grappling with Bruiser, he manages to secure the
baboon, much to the amazement and approval of Mr. Sparling and the spectators. This chapter showcases
Teddy's mischievous nature and determination, highlighting his ability to navigate and ultimately resolve
chaotic situations with creativity and bravery.

CHAPTER XXI - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter XXI of "The Circus Boys on the Mississippi," a daring episode unfolds with Teddy Tucker's
hazardous encounter with a baboon, resulting in a sprained wrist and Teddy being temporarily sidelined from
circus performances. Despite his injury, Teddy's spirits remain high, as he spends his recovery plotting
pranks and searching for his mysteriously vanished egg. A peculiar conversation between Teddy and Mr.
Sparling, the circus owner, showcases Teddy's suspicion and Sparling's light-hearted response, offering to
craft a wooden egg to lure the thief, revealing both a practical joke and a deeper bond between them.

As Teddy contemplates his future, boasting about his savings and dream of one day owning the circus with
his friend Phil, an engaging dialogue reveals their ambitions, innocence, and the strong sense of family
within the circus community. Mr. Sparling's affectionate and supportive attitude towards Teddy's ambitions
and gratitude highlights the nurturing environment, despite the rigorous demands of circus life. This chapter
also weaves in Phil's disciplined and focused persona through his proactive approach to ensuring his safety,
emphasizing the seriousness with which he takes his craft.

The plot thickens with a mysterious allure as Phil ponders the potential dangers lurking within their ranks,
hinting at underlying tensions and unresolved conflicts. The chapter culminates in a suspenseful twist when
Phil goes missing, inciting a frenzied search led by Teddy, whose instincts prompt a "man overboard" alarm.
The camaraderie among the circus folks is palpable as the chapter ends on a cliffhanger, leaving readers
anxious about Phil's fate and the solidarity within the Sparling Circus as they navigate through the darkness
of uncertainty on the Mississippi.

CHAPTER XXII - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In Chapter XXII of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," Phil experiences a heart-dropping moment when
he unexpectedly falls overboard into the dark waters of the Mississippi River. The event starts with Phil
musing to himself on the deck of the "Marie," only to suddenly find himself plunging into the river below,
the soft deck having seemingly vanished beneath him. Instinctively, he maneuvers his body mid-air to land
more safely, but the black night offers no comfort, only the chilling embrace of the river's waters.

Despite the shock, Phil's quick thinking and swimming skills kick in. He doesn't succumb to panic, even in
the face of uncertainty and danger. Instead, he starts working his way to what he hopes is the shore, though
his direction is misled by the boat's movements. The current aids him, but his optimistic estimation of
reaching land quickly proves overly hopeful.

As he battles the river's width and the darkness, Phil encounters another challenge—an approaching river
packet from St. Louis. Initially a hopeful sign, it soon becomes another peril as he risks being overlooked or,
worse, run over by the massive vessel. Utilizing his voice and his remaining strength, Phil attempts to signal
for help.



A rope dangling from the steamboat becomes his lifeline, though not without its own trials. Phil's circus
training and perseverance shine as he grapples with the rope, the river's resistance, and his own fatigue to
eventually board the unexpected rescue vessel. His arrival onboard is met with astonishment and a mixture of
skepticism and curiosity from the crew.

Phil's polite demeanor and the honesty of his improbable tale convince the captain and mate of his
authenticity. They learn of his circus affiliation and pledge to assist him in reaching his next destination.
Phil's resilience, quick thinking, and the kindness of the riverboat crew ensure he survives the ordeal, ending
the chapter with a well-earned rest aboard his unplanned sanctuary, slightly weary but alive and grateful for
the unexpected journey on the Mississippi.

CHAPTER XXIII - The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

The Circus Boys On the Mississippi, Chapter XXIII, "The Roman Chariot Races," recounts a day full of
heroism, camaraderie, and unexpected surprises for the Circus Boy, Phil Forrest. After a daring self-rescue
from the Mississippi River, Phil finds himself swathed in the captain's officer uniform and the center of
attention among the passengers and crew of the riverboat. His morning begins with a communal cheer and a
modest speech at breakfast, where he humbly deflects the notion of his actions being anything beyond self-
preservation, yet skillfully seizes the opportunity to promote the Great Sparling Shows.

By the time the steamboat docks in Memphis, Phil's tale of bravery and resourcefulness has spread, earning
him an interview that further amplifies his exploits and the circus's allure. Departing the boat and Memphis
behind with a memorable exit, cheered on by all, he heads towards Corinth where the circus is currently
stationed. Phil's unexpected arrival on the show grounds is met with relief and joy, particularly from Mr.
Sparling, the show’s owner, who is astounded by Phil's harrowing story of survival and unwitting self-
promotion of the circus.

Amidst the emotional reunion and recounting of his experience, a darker undercurrent to Phil's river
misadventure is revealed. Under Mr. Sparling's probing, Phil hesitantly suggests he might have been
purposely thrown into the river, sparking a resolve in Sparling to uncover the truth behind what's now
suspected to be an attempt on Phil's life. Determined to resolve this urgent matter, Sparling plans to involve
detectives to investigate this potential threat lurking within or around the circus.

The chapter climaxes with Phil witnessing a tense moment at the circus's big top, where a Roman chariot
race, a spectacle of speed and skill, turns perilous. As the chariot teams race, a new team led by a woman
driver experiences a catastrophic failure as a wheel detaches, threatening grave danger to the driver. This
moment underscores the inherent risks and drama of circus life, illustrating the courage and resiliency
required by its performers—qualities Phil himself embodies through his recent experiences.

This chapter intricately weaves themes of bravery, the importance of community, and the ever-present
specter of danger both in the circus ring and beyond, casting a light on the transient yet tightly-knitted fabric
of circus life as seen through Phil’s adventures and challenges.

CHAPTER XXIV -The Circus Boys on the Mississippi

In the concluding chapter of "The Circus Boys on the Mississippi," Phil Forrest demonstrates remarkable
bravery and quick-thinking skills in the face of danger, showcasing the close calls and camaraderie that
define circus life. While attempting a daring manoeuvre to prevent a team of horses from causing mayhem,
Phil narrowly avoids disaster, only to find his efforts marred by sabotage—an act that endangers both
performers and the circus equipment. His uniform irreparably damaged, Phil becomes embroiled in a mystery



involving a deliberately tampered chariot, leading to the injury of a key performer.

Amid the ensuing turmoil and accusations, the circus community bands together, determined to unmask one
of their own as the perpetrator behind the malicious acts. Phil, guided by instinct and a dedication to the
circus, uncovers a plot to compromise the safety of the performers, leading to a tense confrontation under the
dim lights of the big top. His actions highlight the resilience and solidarity among the circus folk, as well as
the dangers lurking within their ranks.

The conflict escalates into a physical struggle against a known adversary, unraveling a tale of revenge and
betrayal that connects past grievances to current threats. Through a combination of resourcefulness and
courage, Phil and his friends uncover the identity of the culprits, securing justice and the safety of their
beloved circus. This resolution cements the bonds among the circus family, who triumph over adversity with
loyalty and determination.

As the season concludes in New Orleans, Phil and his friend Teddy reflect on their adventures and the
lessons learned, richer not only in financial terms but in experience. Their journey by steamship towards
home marks the end of a chapter in their lives, but also hints at new adventures on the horizon. "The Circus
Boys on the Mississippi" is a tale of adventure, perseverance, and the enduring spirit of friendship within the
magical world of the circus.


