
The Circus Boys Across the Continent

The Circus Boys Across the Continent by Edgar B. P. Darlington is an adventurous novel that follows the
journey of two young men working in a circus as they travel across America, facing thrilling challenges and
uncovering excitement along the way.

CHAPTER I -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," Chapter 1 titled "The Boys Hear Good News," Phil Forrest
excitedly informs his friend Teddy Tucker about some thrilling news concerning their future endeavors with
the circus. Both boys, having spent the winter practicing their circus acts in a makeshift gymnasium, are
eagerly looking forward to rejoining the Great Sparling Combined Shows for the new season. Phil reveals
that they have received a letter from Mr. Sparling, the show's owner, with instructions for the summer tour.
Contrary to their expectations of attending rehearsals, Sparling has waived this requirement due to their
commitment to continuing last year's acts—Teddy on the educated mule and Phil likely on the elephant
Emperor.

The letter conveys even more exciting news: the circus is to embark on a cross-continent tour, starting from
Germantown, Pennsylvania, and eventually making its way to San Francisco, marking a significant
expansion of their route compared to the previous year. This adventure promises not only to challenge them
with new experiences but also to enhance their reputation within the circus community. The news fills the
boys with a mix of anticipation and nostalgia, as they reminisce about their past performances and the hard
work during the off-season that prepared them for this opportunity.

Their conversation reflects a deep passion for circus life, alongside a sense of accomplishment over their
academic achievements during the winter. Phil underlines the importance of their education and physical
training, suggesting these efforts have not only improved their circus acts but have also equipped them for
future success. As the chapter concludes, Phil and Teddy engage in a friendly wrestling match, embodying
their excitement and readiness for the challenges ahead.

This opening chapter sets the stage for a tale of adventure, growth, and camaraderie, as the Circus Boys
prepare to traverse the continent, confronting new trials and seeking to win new laurels on the tanbark.
Through their journey, readers will explore themes of friendship, determination, and the pursuit of dreams in
the captivating world of the circus.

CHAPTER II -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

The chapter captures the vibrant, chaotic energy of the circus as it prepares to leave its winter quarters. Phil
Forrest and Teddy Tucker, both members of the Great Sparling Combined Shows, reunite with their friend
Rodney Palmer amidst the din of animals and the frantic activities of the circus crew. As newcomers to a
railroad circus, the entire spectacle is a fresh experience for them, filled with excitement and a bit of
confusion about what to do next.

Their reunion with Palmer is warm, reminiscent of past adventures and shared experiences, hinting at a deep
bond formed through their circus life. Rodney informs them about his winter activities, performing in
vaudeville, and expresses curiosity about their decision to spend the winter in school. The conversation
moves to their living arrangements with the circus, which Phil and Teddy are unsure about. They seek out



Mr. Sparling, the circus owner, to clarify their situation.

Upon finding Mr. Sparling, the boys are greeted with a mix of jest and scrutiny, showcasing the showman’s
tough exterior and keen attention to the well-being and appearance of his performers. Sparling's approval and
their subsequent handshake symbolically reiterate their belonging to the circus community, preparing them
for the season's challenges ahead.

As Phil and Teddy explore their new accommodations, they encounter both the excitement and the
peculiarities of life on a train adapted for circus performers. Their interaction with the porter and their
observations about the sleeper car highlight their adjustment to this new environment, blending curiosity with
a sense of adventure.

The narrative shifts to a humorous yet perilous incident involving Teddy, who's unable to resist the urge to
'boss' the labor crews. His interference leads to a confrontation that culminates in a comically rough lesson
about overstepping boundaries. Yet, Teddy's resilience and wit allow him to turn the tables on his aggressor,
employing his circus skills in a real-world skirmish that ends with his escape but not without further
consequences.

In a twist of fate, Teddy finds himself stranded, separated from the sleeper train carrying Phil and the others.
His determination to rejoin the circus culminates in a daring leap onto a moving train, a testament to his
circus-trained agility and fearless spirit, underscoring the chapter’s central theme of adventure and
camaraderie amidst the chaotic but thrilling circus life.

CHAPTER XVIII -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter XVIII of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," titled "Doing a Double Somersault," the
narrative follows the Circus Boys, focusing primarily on Phil Forrest and Teddy Tucker, as they navigate the
complexities and roles within the Sparling Circus. The chapter opens with a vivid scene as a group of
performers, including Teddy Tucker, confidently proceed towards the arena for their performances.

Phil Forrest has a conversation with Mr. Sparling, the showman, who is torn between wanting Phil to engage
with the audience out front due to his competence and wishing to keep his talent in the ring. Phil expresses a
strong attachment to the ring but also an interest in learning all aspects of the circus business, suggesting that
he could divide his time between performances and working behind the scenes.

Mr. Sparling, acknowledging Phil's dedication and versatility, proposes adjustments to the show's lineup to
accommodate Phil's participation in multiple acts without overburdening him. This includes reordering acts
to give Phil adequate time for costume changes and suggesting a collaborative approach for the flying rings
act if needed. Despite these logistical considerations, the emphasis on Phil's potential future as a great
showman underscores his importance to the circus.

The focal point shifts to Teddy Tucker's debut in the leaping act, highlighted by his comedic character. He
unexpectedly demonstrates both his innate clownish nature and a surprising acrobatic skill, especially with a
daring double somersault that astonishes both the audience and Mr. Sparling. The chapter beautifully
juxtaposes the responsibilities and performances of Phil and Teddy, capturing the essence of circus life
through their adventures and achievements.

The close bond between the circus performers and the pride in their craft is evident as Mr. Sparling and Phil
share a moment of mutual respect and admiration for their contributions to the circus. The chapter
encapsulates the thrills and challenges of circus performances, the growth and aspirations of the Circus Boys,
and the camaraderie that defines their journey across the continent.



CHAPTER XV -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In "Emperor to the Rescue," the drama unfolds with Phil noticing his friend, Teddy Tucker, rushing towards
the chaos of a rampaging elephant stampede, determined to aid despite the peril. The chapter vividly paints
the scene where Phil, distraught and amidst the approaching danger, calls out for Emperor—his only hope.
Miraculously, Emperor, recognizing Phil's call, charges through, rescuing him from a grim fate. This heart-
stopping save by Emperor leaves Phil momentarily disoriented but safe atop the elephant's back, his relief
and gratitude palpable as he soothes and praises Emperor.

Phil’s quick thinking and leadership then take center stage as he, atop Emperor, skillfully maneuvers to calm
and redirect the chaotic stampede through the city streets back to the circus lot. His adept handling of the
situation demonstrates not only his courage but a remarkable affinity for understanding and guiding the
elephants, mitigating what could have escalated into a much larger disaster. Phil's actions, driven by sharp
commands and a deep knowledge of the animals, ingrain a sense of order amidst the turmoil, culminating in
the safe return of the elephant herd to their quarters.

Celebration blends with relief as Phil, ensuring the safety of all, receives accolades for his bravery. Yet,
amidst this, his concern for others, including Mrs. Robinson's wellbeing, highlights his humility. Emotional
reunions and expressions of admiration from fellow circus members, including a heartfelt moment with Mrs.
Robinson, reaffirm Phil’s heroics and the deep bonds within the circus community. His conversation with
Mr. Kennedy further showcases Phil's compassion and wisdom, advocating against punishing Jupiter, the
rebellious elephant, understanding the importance of trust and empathy over retaliation.

"Emperor to the Rescue" encapsulates themes of bravery, quick-thinking leadership, and the strength of
bonds—both human and animal. Phil emerges not just as a hero of the moment but as a testament to the spirit
of camaraderie, compassion, and understanding that defines his character and the essence of the circus
family.

CHAPTER XX -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

Phil Forrest's adventure continued as he found himself waking up on the grass beside a freight car in Mexico,
Missouri, confused and disoriented. The people who found him accused him of stealing a ride on the freight
train, a charge he vehemently denied, explaining that he had been assaulted, robbed, and locked inside the car
the previous night. Discovering he was robbed of his money and watch, Phil was in despair, realizing he was
a hundred and fifty miles away from where he was supposed to be with no funds to get back.

Determined to return to the Sparling Combined Shows circus, Phil engaged with the locals, trying to
convince them of his circus identity to solicit help. Skeptical but intrigued, the locals proposed a deal: if Phil
could prove his circus skills, he might earn their assistance. Left with no other option, Phil agreed to perform
despite the unusual requests and the fact that it was Sunday.

The makeshift audience led Phil to a farmyard, expecting him to perform bareback stunts on a Percheron
draft horse named Joe, an absurd request given the environment and the horse's unsuitability for such acts.
With a mix of trepidation and commitment, Phil accepted the challenge. He improvised, asking for chalk to
prepare and powder his feet and the horse's back, making the endeavor as circus-like as possible under the
farmyard conditions.

In an act of resilience and adaptability, Phil dazzled his impromptu crowd by deftly handling the draft horse,
executing tricks reminiscent of his performances in the ring, although in a far less conventional setting.
Despite the dire circumstances and being a long way from the safety and familiarity of the circus, Phil used
his skills and cunning to navigate the unexpected challenge, hoping to earn a meal and possibly a way back



to his circus family. His actions not only demonstrated his talents but also underscored the essence of being a
circus performer: the ability to entertain and adapt, no matter how novel or challenging the stage.

CHAPTER XXII -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter XXII of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," Phil and Teddy experience a train car accident
but, remarkably, emerge with only minor injuries. Phil is slightly burned, while Teddy suffers a free "haircut"
due to singeing, along with minor cuts and burns. Despite the dramatic event, their spirits remain high,
characterized by their typical banter and resilience. The accident spurs an investigation led by Mr. Sparling,
the circus owner, who suspects foul play when it's discovered that a switch had been tampered with, causing
their car to derail.

The morning after the accident, the boys, showing the physical effects of their ordeal, are celebrated as
heroes by their circus family. They receive an enthusiastic welcome at the cook tent, where performers,
roustabouts, and others express their admiration for the boys' bravery. Phil and Teddy then join Mr. Sparling
and other executives for breakfast, during which they discuss the accident further. Phil speculates that
someone deliberately caused the derailment, a notion that Mr. Sparling acknowledges with interest, seeing it
as a chance to catch the perpetrator whom he believes the police have failed to pursue.

The chapter also depicts a humorous incident in the cook tent involving two midget performers arguing over
who is the Smallest Man in the World, leading to a scuffle. This commotion is further escalated when Teddy,
in an attempt to help the Fat Woman who has hot soup spilled on her, inadvertently exacerbates the situation
by dousing her with ice water. The ensuing chaos and Teddy's mishap with a tub of pink lemonade add a
lighter moment to the narrative, juxtaposing the earlier tension of the accident.

Overall, this chapter illustrates the resilience and camaraderie of the circus community, showcasing how
adversity is met with bravery, quick thinking, and a sense of humor. It further develops Phil and Teddy's
characters, highlighting their bravery, problem-solving skills, and the strong bonds within the circus family.
The incident serves as another adventure that cements their reputations as dependable and courageous
members of the Sparling Circus, evoking Mr. Sparling's admiration and indicating Phil's potential as a future
circus leader.

CHAPTER VIII -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter VIII of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," the excitement of the circus is fully represented
with Phil Forrest participating in a spectacular act that draws thunderous applause from the audience. This
chapter exquisitely depicts the grandeur and thrill of a circus show with its vivid introduction, where the
grand entry procession, inspired by ancient Rome, encompasses prancing horses, majestic elephants, and an
array of performers, all moving to the inspiring melody played by the circus band. Phil, aboard the elephant
Emperor and hidden under a bonnet, completes a unique act that ends with him gracefully descending to the
sawdust via wires, showcasing the innovation and bravery of the circus performers.

The narrative then shifts to backstage camaraderie and future aspirations, revealing Phil's conversation with
his friend Teddy and their jest about the skills they yearn to master, highlighting their ambition and
dedication to their craft. Through lighthearted exchanges, the narrative shines a light on the circus
community's tight-knit nature and the performers' perpetual quest for improvement and trying new stunts.

A new chapter in Phil's circus life unfolds as he watches "Little Miss Dimples, the Queen of the Sawdust
Arena," perform a mesmerizing bareback horse-riding act. This section of the chapter presents a moment of
enchantment for Phil, showcasing his admiration for the artistry and skill displayed by Dimples. Her



acknowledgment of Phil's applause with a beaming smile and a tossed whip signals a budding friendship and
mutual respect within the circus family.

This portion of the story also touches on the elaborate preparations and rehearsals that go into perfecting a
circus act, demonstrating the performers' relentless drive to dazzle the audience. Phil's scrutinizing eyes catch
minor imperfections in the arena's setup, reflecting his deep involvement and concern for the show's success.
The chapter climaxes with Dimples’ daring somersault stunt on her horse, pushing the envelope of circus
performance art and underscoring the inherent risks involved in their profession.

Phil's encounter with Dimples offers a glimpse of potential new friendships and alliances within the circus,
hinting at further adventures and challenges as Phil continues to navigate his way through this vibrant and
dynamic world. Through the spectacle and drama of the circus, the chapter conveys the essence of
camaraderie, ambition, and the boundless pursuit of excellence.

CHAPTER IX -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

The Circus Boys Across The Continent's Chapter IX, "The Mule Distinguishes Himself," presents a riveting
sequence of events centered around Phil Forrest's heroic act and concludes with a chaotic but humorous
escapade with Teddy and his mule. At the outset, the audience is on edge as Dimples, a circus performer,
nearly meets a disastrous end during her act. In a breathtaking moment, Phil manages to catch her, preventing
serious injury despite a hard fall that leaves him momentarily stunned. His selflessness stirs the crowd into a
frenzy of admiration, particularly after Dimples publicly shows her gratitude with a heartfelt kiss, elevating
Phil to hero status.

Without missing a beat, Dimples returns to her performance, successfully completing her act with Phil's
concerned but hopeful watch. The attention quickly shifts from Phil's valor to Teddy and his notoriously wild
mule, creating uproar in another part of the circus. The mule, with Teddy stubbornly clinging on, causes a
spectacle of chaos, drenching unsuspecting bystanders, demolishing equipment, and evoking both alarm and
amusement amongst the circusgoers and performers alike. Teddy's misadventures culminate in a comically
tragic bash through a performer's trunk, ending up trapped and howling for help, while the mule, now
perfectly calm, innocuously grazes outside, marking a stark contrast to the havoc it had wreaked moments
earlier.

This chapter masterfully oscillates between moments of high tension and comedy, showcasing the
unpredictable and often perilous nature of circus life. Through Phil's bravery and the subsequent merry
mayhem caused by Teddy and his mule, the narrative underscores themes of courage, quick thinking, and the
eternal bond among circus folk, punctuated by moments of levity that bring them closer together. Amidst the
danger and chaos, the spirit of the circus—with its blend of risk, laughter, and camaraderie—shines through,
epitomizing the adventures that define "The Circus Boys Across The Continent."

CHAPTER XIII -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

As the Sparling Combined Shows journey across the continent, their success brings joy to Mr. Sparling, the
show owner. However, a disturbing event occurs in Franklin, Indiana, where Phil Forrest and Teddy Tucker,
two young circus performers, are attacked late at night by two assailants but manage to escape with minor
injuries. Even with bandages and plasters, they do not report the incident until the next morning, maintaining
their daily routine amidst friendly jests about their appearance.

Mr. Sparling, upon noticing their condition, decides to investigate. The boys recount the attack near the
circus lot in Franklin under the cover of darkness, leaving Mr. Sparling concerned yet intrigued, especially



after identifying their attackers as Red Larry and Bad Eye, two canvasmen. These individuals are discreetly
fired and warned to stay away from the circus, a decision taken after Sparling matches a lost button and collar
to the culprits, signaling their involvement in the altercation with Phil and Teddy.

The aftermath of their dismissal leads to an unexpected encounter involving Larry and Emperor, an elephant
from the circus. Larry, trying to retrieve his belongings before leaving, unintentionally provokes Emperor
during his morning bath. The elephant, reacting to Larry's hurried movements and possible previous
mistreatment, soaks him with water and nearly tramples him before Phil's courageous intervention. Despite
Larry's accusation towards Phil for the elephant's aggression, it is clear that Emperor's reaction is a direct
consequence of Larry's actions, not Phil's influence.

The incident concludes with Larry's hasty departure from the circus premises, chased by Mr. Sparling but
ultimately escaping. Meanwhile, Phil and Teddy are left to ponder over the day's events, highlighting the
unexpected dangers and solidarity found within the life of a circus performer. This chapter not only
showcases the adventures faced by Phil and Teddy but also illustrates themes of justice, bravery, and the
strong bonds formed amidst the colorful yet chaotic world of the circus.

CHAPTER X -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter X of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," the performers are initially upset with the boy,
Teddy, for causing a ruckus in their dressing tent due to his antics with a mule. Despite the chaos, Phil,
another young boy associated with the circus, keeps the mood light, revealing that Teddy narrowly escaped a
reprimand by hiding in a trunk. Sent to meet a lady referred to as Mrs. Robinson, Phil is surprised to learn
she is actually "Little Dimples," a valued performer he had recently saved during a performance.

Dimples and Phil share a warm conversation, during which she expresses her appreciation for the circus's
camaraderie and opportunities despite the smaller scale compared to larger shows like "The Ringlings." She
offers to teach Phil the art of bareback riding, acknowledging his potential for greatness in the circus world.
Phil, in turn, aspires not just to improve his performance skills but also aims to own a circus one day.
Learning that Dimpiles is a mother and wife, with her family performing abroad, Phil feels a kinship, given
his own mother's passing.

The chapter illuminates Phil's eagerness to learn and Dimples's willingness to mentor, depicting their practice
session. Despite initial struggles, Phil shows promise under Dimples's guidance. Their training demonstrates
the close, supportive relationships formed within the circus community, highlighting themes of growth,
ambition, and the nurturing of talent. The lesson also underscores the importance of perseverance and the
value of direct, hands-on experience over reliance on aids or shortcuts. This chapter not only advances Phil's
personal development but also enriches the narrative with insights into circus life and the bonds that
strengthen its unique society.

CHAPTER XVII -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter 17 of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," we find Phil Forrest preparing for his debut as a
bareback rider with excitement and a touch of nerves, clad in sparkling pink tights and eagerly taking advice
from Little Dimples, another performer who lends him her horse for the act. Their camaraderie and support
for one another shine through as they get ready to enter the ring, emphasizing the close-knit community
within the circus.

As Phil steps into the spotlight, he carries the weight of not just his performance but also the audience's
expectations, having been heroically introduced by the equestrian director for halting a dangerous elephant



stampede earlier. This introduction ramps up the pressure, changing his nervousness into a keen
determination to prove his worth.

Despite a rocky start, where Phil stumbles and falls off his horse, his resilience quickly becomes apparent.
Embarrassed but undeterred, he faces the challenge head-on, not letting the audience's laughter or the
ringmaster's doubts shake his resolve. Phil's comeback is swift and remarkable, showcasing his innate talent
and dedication. His performance, filled with daring feats and electrifying energy, captivates everyone,
transforming initial skepticism into roaring applause and admiration.

Phil's journey in this chapter is a vibrant illustration of courage, friendship, and the pursuit of excellence. His
ability to bounce back from failure, coupled with the support from his fellow circus members, particularly
Little Dimples, underlines the narrative's core themes of perseverance and the power of community. As the
chapter closes, Phil's triumphant act not only wins him new laurels in the circus but also cements his role as a
beloved and respected performer, embodying the spirit and heart of the circus.

CHAPTER XII -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

"The Human Football" chapter in "The Circus Boys Across The Continent" dives into Teddy Tucker's
introduction and foray into the clowning world of the circus. Encouraged by the Iron-Jawed Man, Teddy sees
an opportunity to enhance his circus act and decides, with a mix of naivety and enthusiasm, to become a
clown, specifically aiming to perform as a "human football." This decision comes amidst the backdrop of a
well-oiled circus operation, two weeks into its tour, with every department functioning smoothly, and Teddy
and Phil, his close companion, having already shown remarkable improvement in their flying rings act. Mr.
Sparling, the show's owner, though amused, approves of Teddy's new venture, emphasizing Teddy's
autonomy in this choice.

Teddy's endeavor into clowning is met with considerable encouragement from the other performers, albeit for
their own amusement. Unaware of their true intentions, Teddy's transformation into the human football
involves him donning a rubber suit, inflated to make him resemble a ball. This initiates his journey into the
arena, propelled by the collective effort of the other clowns, leading to a performance that oscillates between
comedy and chaos. Phil, witnessing his friend's debut, and Mr. Sparling find humor and satisfaction in
Teddy's act, which despite its lack of grace, endears Teddy more to the circus crew and audience through
laughter and spectacle.

Amid the performance, Teddy finds himself at the mercy of his peers, bouncing and rolling in the arena as
the supposed football, with each action drawing more laughter from the audience. However, the show takes
an unexpected turn with the introduction of a mock police wagon, orchestrated by Mr. Sparling as a jest on
the clowns themselves, leading to a comedic but chaotic melee that bewilders the performers yet entertains
the spectators further.

This chapter not only embarks on Teddy's clowning journey with a blend of innocence and ambition but also
encapsulates the essence of circus life—unpredictable, entertaining, and filled with camaraderie and internal
jests, all of which contribute to the grand spectacle that defines the circus for its audience.

CHAPTER XIX -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter XIX of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," Phil Forrest, a member of the circus, encounters
trouble when he spots Red Larry, a known troublemaker who had attempted to poison one of the circus's
elephants. Despite Phil's call for help, a policeman fails to act, leading Phil to chase after Larry by himself,
only for Larry to vanish. As damage and sabotage plague the circus, Phil grows increasingly determined to



catch Larry, suspecting him of stowing away on their trains and possibly connecting him to thefts in towns
the circus visits.

Phil discusses his suspicions with Mr. Sparling, the circus owner, and dedicates himself to monitoring the
circus property and crowd during shows. Despite his efforts, after one performance, Phil is mysteriously
overtaken and loses consciousness while making his way back to his sleeping car. He awakens in a moving
freight car, confused and unable to recall how he got there. His surroundings are unfamiliar, and he deduces
that he has been locked inside. Despite attempts to call for help or escape, Phil finds himself unable to exit
the freight car, which has stopped in a remote location.

This chapter highlights Phil's persistence and bravery despite the ongoing threats and dangers. His
commitment to protecting the circus and uncovering the source of their problems showcases his developing
maturity and dedication to his circus family. The narrative builds tension and mystery around the sabotage
facing the circus and Phil's personal risk in confronting these challenges. The sense of adventure and
determination fills the chapter, pushing the story forward as Phil and the reader are left wondering what will
happen next in his quest to safeguard the circus from harm.

CHAPTER XI -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

Summoned before Mr. Sparling, the manager, Phil faces scrutiny over a fight with two showmen, Larry and
Bad Eye. Sparling, initially stern, reveals a hint of amusement as Phil recounts the self-defense incident.
Surprisingly, Sparling finds humor in the situation but stresses the need for discipline within the show. Larry
and Bad Eye present their version, omitting key provocations, but Sparling warns them against further
misconduct, fining them a week's pay and threatening jail for assault. Phil suggests he may have to defend
himself again, indicating Larry's intent for retribution, but Sparling appears confident in Phil's ability to
handle future confrontations, acknowledging the necessity of tough actions despite secretly supporting Phil
and Teddy's actions.

Sparling indirectly praises Teddy through Phil, emphasizing the importance of avoiding further issues. Post-
discussion, Phil, aware of the show's ongoing dynamic, narrates to Teddy Sparling's disguised endorsement
and the conversation shifts to future aspirations and practical advice on maintaining professionalism and
financial prudence. As they engage in typical showground activities, a backdrop of camaraderie and ambition
among the circus boys unfolds, highlighted by Teddy's humorous observation about the giraffe's long neck.
The chapter closes with Phil and Teddy heading for a late-night snack, underscoring their resilience and
camaraderie, despite Larry's lingering hostility. This chapter reflects the themes of youth, accountability, and
mentorship within the adventurous world of the circus.

CHAPTER XXIII -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter XXIII of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," the Circus Boys explore the marvels of Salt
Lake City, visiting notable sites like the great Mormon Temple and swimming in the Great Salt Lake. Their
journey across the mountains and through the Rockies continues to thrill them with its breathtaking scenes,
and they grow as performers, navigating the circus season without major accidents, despite minor falls.

The narrative shifts to a growing concern within the circus—increases in burglaries at towns visited by the
show and dangerous sabotage acts, like the cutting of the big top’s guy ropes in Reno, which could have led
to disaster if not for a last-minute wind direction change. This sabotage incident deeply troubles Mr.
Sparling, the show's owner, reinforcing his determination to catch the culprit believed to be Red Larry, a
former employee turned malefactor.



Phil Forrest, one of the Circus Boys, proposes a bold plan to catch the saboteur by suggesting that the trains
transporting the circus be thoroughly searched. Despite skepticism from Mr. Sparling and others about the
feasibility of this plan, Phil's conviction and reasoning persuade Sparling to order searches of the trains at
daybreak, with special instructions not to alert the crews until the searches are about to begin.

Through a mix of diligent planning and a deep understanding of the circus operations, Phil aims to personally
contribute to the search, displaying his courage and dedication to the circus. His methodical approach and
Sparling’s willingness to take Phil's advice highlight a dynamic of mutual respect and exemplify the
resilience of the circus community in facing challenges head-on. The chapter closes with Phil prepared to
repay his debt to Red Larry, signaling his readiness to confront the dangers that lie ahead in their journey
across the continent.

CHAPTER XXI -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

Emerging from a trying ordeal with only some minor injuries, Phil Forrest makes an anticipated return to the
circus in St. Joseph, grateful to the farmers who aided him during his previous predicament. He repays their
kindness with the monetary assistance from Mr. Sparling, the circus owner, who, deeply angered upon
learning about Phil’s misadventure, vows to incorporate an officer into the circus staff for future protection.
Despite the incident, Phil remains undeterred, sharing his harrowing experience with fellow performers,
which includes an impromptu barnyard circus act that amuses them greatly.

Showing resilience, Phil delivers successful performances that day, despite his recent hardships. Afterwards,
while enjoying a late snack with Teddy and other performers, their car is unexpectedly jolted by a switch
engine, leading to spilled coffee and light-hearted complaints from Teddy. However, the situation swiftly
escalates as their accommodation car is mistakenly directed onto a blind switch, derailing and tumbling over
an embankment—a perilous accident followed by a more dire threat as the car catches fire.

In a display of remarkable bravery, Phil rescues Little Dimples and attempts to save others trapped in the
inferno. His gallant actions don't stop as he re-enters the flaming wreckage in search of Teddy, despite Mr.
Sparling and others' desperate protestations for him to stay back. Ultimately, it is Teddy, in a frantic state of
loyalty, who plunges back into the blaze in search of Phil, culminating in a tense moment of suspense as the
two are caught within the dangerous and fiery chaos of the wrecked accommodation car. Their fate hangs in
balance, highlighting their unwavering friendship and bravery amidst disaster.

CHAPTER III -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter III of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," titled "Phil to Rescue," the tale unfolds with Phil
Forrest discovering his friend, Teddy Tucker, missing as their circus train departs. Desperate to locate Teddy,
Phil searches the train to no avail. Meanwhile, Teddy, in an act of daring, has climbed atop a stock car,
clinging for dear life as the train speeds along. His precarious position is soon discovered by a brakeman
who, upon learning Teddy is with the circus but without proof, decides he must remove the boy at the next
town.

Teddy, determined to stay, resists the brakeman's threat with stubbornness even as he is admired by the
brakeman's ease on the moving train. A series of exchanges between Teddy, the brakeman, and the
roustabouts sleeping on the train unfolds, with Teddy being viewed as an intruder. Despite this, he stubbornly
refuses to be dismissed easily.

The climax of the chapter occurs when the train makes a stop at McQueen's siding to let another train pass.
Here, the brakeman attempts to forcibly remove Teddy, leading to a brief confrontation. Teddy, utilizing his



circus skills and quick wits, manages to evade the brakeman and re-board the train, hiding atop the caboose.

As the train reaches Atlantic City, Teddy's attempt to disembark unnoticed fails, and the brakeman catches
him once more, this time deciding to involve the police. Teddy's situation seems dire as the chapter closes
with him facing potential legal trouble for his adventurous but unauthorized ride.

This chapter vividly highlights the themes of loyalty, bravery, and resilience through Teddy's desperate
efforts to stay with the circus and avoid being left behind. It sets the stage for further adventures and
challenges that the Circus Boys must navigate as they travel across the continent.

CHAPTER IV -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter IV of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," readers find Teddy Tucker in a curious
predicament, intercepted by the authorities and subsequently saved by his friend Phil. Their adventure begins
with Teddy explaining his disheveled appearance—resulting from a standpipe dousing during a conflict,
promising retaliation against anyone named Larry. Prompted by Phil, they head to their sleeper to clean up,
animated to rejoin the circus life actively setting up for the day. They discover innovations such as the "flying
squadron," facilitating rapid setup, revealing their attachment to the circus's changing but thrilling
environment.

Reuniting with old acquaintances, the boys banter with the cook tent steward and eagerly anticipate their
traditional performances, now with an added trapeze act. Their conversation with Mr. Miaco, the head clown,
reveals anticipation for the new season's challenges and highlights, including trapeze group the "Flying Four"
and the daring "Dip of Death" stunt. Phil and Teddy's exploration of the circus reveals both growth and
grandeur, from enlarged tents to new animals, hinting at the scale of their ambitions and the circus's
evolution.

Their elation resurfaces when encountering Emperor, Phil's familiar elephant friend, symbolizing the deep,
personal bonds that tie them to circus life. Discussions of acts and acrobatics intertwine with the enthusiastic
preparations for the day's show, embodying their ceaseless hunger for learning and performing. The chapter
vividly depicts the bustling, vibrant setting of the circus, framed by the characters' strong connections to their
craft and each other, foreshadowing adventures and hurdles lying in their path as the circus forges ahead into
the new season. The unfolding drama of a tent raising mishap plunges them immediately into the thick of
circus calamities, blending their passion for performance with the unpredictability that defines their lives on
the tanbark.

CHAPTER XVI -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter XVI of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," titled "An Unexpected Promotion," Phil faces a
reluctant meeting with Mr. Sparling, the circus owner, who praises Phil for saving the show a substantial
amount of money through his heroic actions. During their conversation, the issue of a hurt performer,
Monsieur Liebman, arises, alongside concerns regarding the elephant, Jupiter, which Phil suspects might
have been tampered with. Phil proposes to keep an eye out for any suspicious individuals who might be
sabotaging the show. Mr. Sparling, impressed by Phil's dedication and quick thinking, offers him a chance to
join the management team, which Phil hesitantly contemplates. However, Phil's interests lie within the circus
ring, and he ambitiously suggests substituting for the injured performer Liebman as a bareback rider, a
proposal Sparling takes with skepticism given Phil's inexperience.

Determined to prove his worth, Phil, with the guidance of Mrs. Robinson, displays his newly acquired
bareback riding skills to Mr. Sparling, performing a series of complex movements that astonish the



experienced circus owner. Phil's performance, marked by grace, skill, and daring, leaves Sparling convinced
of his talent, leading to accolades for both Phil and his mentor, Mrs. Robinson. Despite his achievements,
Phil humbly credits Mrs. Robinson for his success, displaying his natural humility and charm. Sparling,
intrigued and entertained, challenges Phil to perform a somersault, a task Phil admits he has not yet mastered,
showcasing his eagerness to learn and grow despite his achievements.

This chapter exemplifies themes of humility, mentorship, determination, and progression, highlighting Phil's
journey from aspiring circus performer to a potential rising star within the circus ranks. His interactions with
the other characters, especially Sparling and Mrs. Robinson, underscore the importance of support, guidance,
and recognizing one's own limits in the pursuit of personal and professional growth. Through Phil's story, the
reader gets a glimpse into the challenging yet rewarding world of circus life, marked by camaraderie,
resilience, and the relentless pursuit of excellence.

CHAPTER V -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In a spectacular display of courage and quick thinking, Phil Forrest confronts a perilous situation during a
circus setup. While being hoisted up into the air by the key rope, Phil finds himself in a dire predicament as
his momentum threatens to propel him against the iron dome of the circus tent, a collision that could prove
fatal. Ingeniously, Phil uses his agility and strength to manipulate his ascent by wrapping the rope around the
center pole, significantly reducing his speed to a more manageable climb.

Despite his efforts to control the situation, Phil faces an even greater danger when the heavy iron ring,
attached to the canvas of the tent, begins bearing down on him. This imminent pressure risks either serious
injury from the ring or a daunting forty-foot fall to the ground. The situation prompts quick action from the
ground, with Mr. Sparling, the circus owner, urgently instructing his crew to prepare a safety net,
highlighting the gravity of the situation.

As Phil is urged to abandon his perilous position by Mr. Sparling, he defiantly refuses, showcasing his
determination to prevent the tent—and potential disaster—from collapsing on the circus crew below.
Exhibiting remarkable strength, Phil supports the weight of the tent with his feet against the iron ring, a
testament to his extraordinary physical capabilities and his unwavering resolve to protect both the circus
property and its personnel.

Phil’s innovative thinking emerges when he calls for a rope to be thrown to him. After a few unsuccessful
attempts, a strong line finally reaches him. With a blend of resilience and strategic execution, Phil manages
to thread this new rope through the key rope's loop. This vital maneuver allows him to gradually distribute
the tent's weight more effectively, significantly reducing the immediate danger.

The climax of this thrilling chapter arrives as Mr. Sparling and the crew, now understanding Phil's intentions,
act swiftly to aid in his plan. By using a side pole to guide the loop towards the ground, they create a
mechanical advantage that eases the tension on Phil, allowing the safety net below to be a precaution rather
than a necessity. Phil’s incredible feat not only averts a potential catastrophe but also solidifies his reputation
as a quick-thinking and brave individual, embodying the true spirit of the circus and its close-knit
community's reliance on each other in times of peril.

CHAPTER VI -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter VI "The Showman's Reward" of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," Phil experiences a
dramatic fall during a circus performance, striking the safety net with considerable force. Unconscious upon
landing, he is quickly tended to by Mr. Sparling, the showman, and other concerned parties, though he



regains consciousness before a surgeon's arrival. Despite his modest protestations, his efforts are recognized
by Mr. Sparling, who attempts to award him a check for $100 as a token of his gratitude for Phil's dedication
and bravery. Phil, prioritizing his sense of duty and independence over financial reward, declines the
generous offer, stating he has not 'earned' it and wishes to maintain his independence.

The exchange between Phil and Mr. Sparling highlights the evolving relationship between them, marked by
mutual respect and admiration. Phil’s refusal of the check reinforces his character as humble and duty-bound,
a trait Mr. Sparling greatly values.

Phil's well-being and the concern others have for him further manifest when his active participation in the
day's remaining acts is put into question due to the incident. Despite Phil's eagerness to continue performing,
Mr. Sparling, taking a paternal stance, decides to rest him for the day to avoid any potential strain that could
exacerbate his condition. This decision, though disappointing to Phil, underlines Mr. Sparling’s protective
attitude toward him.

Meanwhile, the circus community's family-like dynamics are showcased as Phil engages with fellow circus
members, receiving a warm welcome and news about his previous heroics spreading fast among them. This
camaraderie is contrasted with Teddy’s plans for retribution against a fellow circus worker, highlighting the
diverse personalities and interactions within the circus troupe.

Teddy’s subplot of seeking vengeance for a past slight adds a layer of levity and anticipation, illustrating the
boys’ youthful impulsiveness and the lighter, more mischievous side of circus life.

Lastly, the chapter closes with Teddy enacting his plotted revenge, demonstrating his resourcefulness and the
lengths to which he will go to settle a score, setting the stage for further adventures and dynamics within the
circus community. This act of mischief, while petty, reinforces the theme that the circus is not just a place of
performance but a setting for personal growth, interaction, and learning life's lessons.

CHAPTER VII -The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In Chapter VII of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," a whirlwind of chaos and comical justice unfolds
after Teddy Tucker, fleeing from Larry and fellow disgruntled canvasmen, triggers a circus-wide uproar.
With a pail of muddy water, Teddy's escapade begins, igniting Larry's fury and setting off a frantic chase
through the circus arena, leading into the performers' sacred dressing tent. The intrusion disrupts the tent,
causing performers to stumble amongst fallen clotheslines and scattered properties, until Phil Forrest
intervenes, tackling Larry in defense of Teddy. This commotion attracts the attention of Mr. Miaco, the head
clown, who, upon understanding the situation, proposes an unconventional trial to resolve the dispute, with
Oscar, the midget, serving as the judge.

The trial, a whimsical and humorous affair, concludes with the decision to "duck" Larry as punishment for
his deed, against Phil Forrest's protests for fairness. Nonetheless, Larry is unceremoniously dunked into a
barrel of water, an act met with both mirth and a hint of revenge from the circus community. This, however,
incites further conflict when Larry's companions retaliate, throwing stones into the tent. Phil, emerging to
quell the discord, finds himself targeted and pursued by the aggrieved parties. Demonstrating his agility and
wit, Phil outmaneuvers his pursuers, leading to their comical downfall, highlighting not just his physical
prowess but also his commitment to justice and fairness amidst the chaotic world of the circus.

This chapter vividly captures the essence of circus life, marked by camaraderie, quick thinking, and an
unyielding spirit of adventure. Through the antics of Teddy and Phil, coupled with the circus performers'
unique approach to justice, readers are treated to a blend of humor, suspense, and a testament to the
unwavering bond among the circus family. Amidst the fun and frenzy, the chapter subtly champions the
values of fairness, bravery, and solidarity, presenting a microcosm of circus life that is as endearing as it is



entertaining.

CHAPTER XXIV - The Circus Boys Across the Continent

In the concluding chapter of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," tension mounts as Phil Forrest
actively searches for Red Larry, a dangerous character who had previously harmed and threatened the circus.
Phil's investigation leads him to a suspicious gilded band wagon covered with a heavy canvas, recalling how
in the past, circus workers would sleep inside such wagons. Determined, Phil navigates the precarious climb
under the canvas to investigate further.

Upon reaching the top, Phil encounters Red Larry hiding inside the wagon. In an intense moment fraught
with danger, Larry, armed with a knife, confronts Phil, who, undeterred and weaponless, bravely challenges
him. The confrontation reaches a climax when Red tries to escape by jumping off the moving train, followed
closely by Phil's daring leap.

On the ground, an intense foot chase ensues, with Phil gaining on Larry despite hurdles and the perilous
terrain. The confrontation escalates into a stone-throwing battle, showcasing Phil's quick thinking and agility.
Phil strategically uses stones to subdue Larry, eventually capturing him with quick wit and physical prowess.
Despite risking injury, Phil manages to tie Larry up, securing his capture.

The train crew, alerted by the commotion, assists Phil in bringing Larry back to the train, where Mr. Sparling,
the circus owner, awaits. Larry's apprehension leads to his imprisonment, preventing him from causing
further trouble. This victory serves not only as a testament to Phil's courage and determination but also
underscores the themes of justice and perseverance.

The chapter closes with the circus moving towards its final destination, the city by the Golden Gate, marking
the end of the season. Phil and his companions reflect on their journey, having triumphed over adversity and
looking ahead to the future. This concluding chapter encapsulates the adventure, camaraderie, and resilience
at the heart of "The Circus Boys Across The Continent," leaving readers with a sense of closure and
anticipation for the boys' next escapades.


