
LETTER--To Q. Horatius Flaccus

In his letter to Q. Horatius Flaccus, commonly known as Horace, the author muses on the nature of the
afterlife and whether it offers Horace the same pleasures he enjoyed in life: the beauty of both country and
town, and the delights of nature and human company. The letter reflects on Horace's stoic and Epicurean
beliefs, dwelling on the theme that death marks an eternal parting, without hope for reunion in the afterlife.
Unlike Virgil, who traversed the realms of the dead with hope, Horace's acceptance of mortality is
underscored with a gentle melancholy, acknowledging that no philosophy makes parting from life easier, yet
emphasizing the importance of patience and acceptance.

The author admires Horace's ability to cherish life's joys—the serene landscapes of Italy, the pleasures of
friendship, and the modest contentments of wine and leisure. Horace's poetry, rich with the appreciation for
the present, reflects a balance between enjoying life's pleasures and accepting life's end with a resigned good-
humor. The letter highlights Horace's love for his homeland, Italy, and his profound affection for its
landscapes, suggesting that such love, alongside his respect for Rome's heroes and gods, defines a true
patriot.

Furthermore, the letter explores Horace's personal beliefs, particularly his reverence for the simpler,
traditional forms of worship and his respect for the rustic gods and spirits that imbue the Roman countryside
with a sense of the sacred. This personal piety, rooted in tradition and a connection to the land and its
ancestors, is presented as a core aspect of Horace's character.

In closing, the author bids Horace farewell with affection, praising his humanity and the universal
friendliness that has endeared him to generations of readers. The letter is a thoughtful examination of
Horace's works and philosophy, celebrating his wisdom, his acceptance of mortality, and his enduring legacy
as a poet who deeply understood and cherished the beauty of life and the tranquility of the natural world.


