
LAW 32

In "The 48 Laws of Power," Law 32 advises one to "Play to People's Fantasies." The chapter emphasizes the
effectiveness of appealing to the dreams and illusions of others rather than the stark, often uncomfortable
reality. It argues that because life can be brutal and disappointing, those who can create or sustain fantasies
are highly valued and can wield substantial influence.

The narrative illustrates this through historical examples. For instance, the tale of "Il Bragadino" in Venice
highlights how the city's desperation and longing for its former glory made it susceptible to the fantastical
promises of an alchemist who claimed he could generate endless wealth. Despite no evidence of his abilities
and only vague promises, Bragadino was welcomed and supported lavishly by the Venetians, driven by their
collective fantasy of regaining economic supremacy.

Key themes include the power of collective belief in fantasies as a means of escape from unpleasant realities,
and the dangers and ethical implications of exploiting these beliefs. By manipulating Venice's fantasy for a
swift return to prominence, Bragadino enjoyed wealth and fame, demonstrating how fantasies can override
rationality and caution.

The chapter also explores broader cultural and psychological dynamics, such as the universal tendency to
seek easy solutions to complex problems, and the role of charismatic individuals in shaping public opinion
and behavior. Through these discussions, the text offers insights into the mechanisms of power and influence,
suggesting that understanding and leveraging human nature's inclination toward fantasy can be a potent
strategy.

Ultimately, Law 32 serves as a cautionary tale about the risks of disengagement from reality in favor of
alluring but baseless promises. It challenges readers to reflect on the ethical dimensions of power and
persuasion, particularly the responsibility of those in positions of influence to not exploit the vulnerabilities
of others for personal gain.


