
INTRODUCTION

Apollonius Rhodius, an ambiguous figure in terms of the chronology within Alexandrian literary history,
hailed from Alexandria and lived during the era of the Ptolemies. His magnum opus, "Argonautica," faced
initial scrutiny, compelling him to relocate to Rhodes, where his revised work received accolades, earning
him the moniker of a Rhodian. Despite uncertainties about his tenure as the head of the Alexandrian
Library—a role attributed to him by some sources but disputed due to chronological
inconsistencies—Apollonius's legacy as a librarian next to Callimachus, albeit controversial, is a testament to
his prominence in Alexandrian scholarly circles.

Apollonius's brush with controversy was most pronounced in his literary feud with his mentor Callimachus,
stemming from their divergent artistic visions, escalating to personal animosity with public exchanges of
vitriol. This discord epitomized the intense intellectual rivalries of the time, emphasizing differences in
literary taste and methodology between proponents of innovation and adherents of traditional epic forms.

"Argonautica" itself, while a venture into the epic genre that was seen as antiquated by his contemporaries,
reflects the peculiarities of Alexandria’s literary climate, marked by a predilection for intricate diction,
learned references, and a departure from epic unity in favor of episodic structure. The narrative traverses the
journey of Jason and the Argonauts to Colchis in quest of the Golden Fleece, interspersed with mythological
digressions, local lore, and geographical musings indicative of the era’s scholarly interests. Despite its
episodic composition and adherence to the Alexandrian model of brevity and precision, "Argonautica" shines
in its exploration of the Jason-Medea romance, imbuing the narrative with emotional depth that would
influence subsequent literary traditions.

In essence, Apollonius Rhodius's work stands as a remarkable synthesis of traditional epic elements and
Alexandrian sophistication, serving as a literary bridge from the Hellenistic to the Roman world. His
portrayal of Jason and Medea's love story not only elevated the "Argonautica" but also set a precedent for
romantic expression in epic poetry, influencing Roman narratives and persisting as a significant aspect of his
literary legacy.


