
Damaged Goods

Damaged Goods by Upton Sinclair is a bold drama addressing the social and personal consequences of
venereal disease, highlighting the urgent need for education and societal reform.

PRESS COMMENTS ON THE PLAY

"Damaged Goods," a play by Eugene Brieux, received unprecedented attention when it was first presented in
America at the Fulton Theater in New York on March 14, 1913, captivating audiences with its urgent societal
message. Garnering accolades from press, clergy, and the public for its raw depiction of the consequences of
venereal diseases, the play was hailed as a profound societal contribution. Producer Richard Bennett faced
initial criticism but was soon lauded for his bravery in showcasing such controversial subject matter.
Following a special performance in Washington D.C., attended by influential figures from various sectors,
the play was universally endorsed, prompting its continuous showing in New York and plans for national
tours.

The performance in Washington, treated with the gravity of a religious service, underscored the play's vital
message without resorting to applause, heightening its impact. Influential voices, including Rabbi Simon and
Surgeon General Blue, praised its potent message and the necessity of broader public engagement with the
topics it addresses. The play was recognized not just as entertainment but as a critical educational tool in the
fight against ignorance surrounding sexual health and morality.

Brieux, acclaimed by Bernard Shaw and others for his ability to blend social advocacy with dramatic artistry,
argues against ignorance and for enlightenment through education. Critics and supporters alike
acknowledged the play's capacity to discuss openly and honestly the dangers and moral questions
surrounding sexual health, urging a more educated public discourse. The reception of "Damaged Goods"
reflected a growing recognition of the need for frank conversation about sexual health and morality, standing
as a testament to the power of theater to influence and educate on pressing public health issues.

CHAPTER I -Damaged Goods

George Dupont's early morning exit from a mysterious house initiates a profound journey of moral and
personal reckoning in the opening chapter of "Damaged Goods." As George wanders the streets of Paris at
dawn, the remnants of the night's escapades weigh heavily on him, revealing a complex web of emotions tied
to his actions, perceived moral lapses, and societal expectations. Despite his impending marriage to
Henriette, a union lauded for its purity and potential, George is haunted by a recent infidelity—an echo of his
past with Lizette, a working-class girl whose company he kept for reasons of both affection and convenience.

This chapter illuminates the societal norms and personal justifications that guide George's life choices,
reflecting the expectations of his social class and the moral duplicity it engenders. His history of
relationships, especially that with Lizette and an unnamed married woman, exposes the underlying tension
between societal appearance and personal desire, as well as the gender dynamics and sexual mores of the
time.

George's reflections reveal a deeper fear of disease—the ultimate repercussion of his actions—a theme that
resonates with the contemporary concerns over syphilis and its social stigma. The narrative seamlessly
weaves George's internal struggle with broader societal issues, such as the implications of "l'homme moyen



sensuel" and the "mariage de convenance," highlighting the complexities of personal responsibility, societal
judgment, and the mask of propriety that individuals like George must wear.

As George grapples with the immediate consequences of his actions—symbolized by a small but persistent
ulcer—his anxieties about his health and future happiness with Henriette draw a parallel to the broader
existential dread of societal downfall through moral decay. The narrative style captures a moment in time
where personal and societal health are inextricably linked, foreshadowing the unfolding drama and moral
lessons that "Damaged Goods" aims to impart. Through George's journey, the chapter offers a vivid
exploration of the human condition, with all its flaws and the quest for redemption amidst the strictures of
early 20th-century French society.

CHAPTER II -Damaged Goods

In Chapter II of "Damaged Goods" by Eugene Brieux, George Dupont, a young man, visits a doctor's office,
seeking advice on a personal and sensitive matter. He is angst-ridden, suspecting he may have contracted
syphilis, and seeks confirmation and guidance from the physician, who is depicted as robust and
authoritative, adorned with a red rosette signifying honor. George nervously confesses his fear and his duty to
ensure he poses no risk to others, emphasizing his relatively prudent lifestyle compared to many of his peers.

The doctor dismisses George's attempts at self-justification with a stark reality: even a single risk is enough
for infection. He conducts a blood test, leaving George alone amidst the opulent office, fraught with worry.
Upon return, the doctor confirms George's worst fear: he is indeed infected with syphilis. Despite George's
shock and denial, the physician remains impassive, educating him on the prevalence and seriousness of the
disease.

George's despair is palpable as he contemplates the ruin of his future, fearing social ostracization and the
collapse of his engagement to Henriette, whom he deeply loves. The doctor’s stern advice against marriage
stands as a moral directive—an emphasis on responsibility over personal desires. George's initial refusal to
reconsider his marriage plans portrays a battle between societal expectations and ethical imperatives. The
narrative unfolds as a poignant exploration of the personal versus the collective, focusing on George’s
internal turmoil and the broader implications of his choices on others’ lives, culminating in an intense
confrontation where the doctor passionately urges George to postpone his marriage to avoid infecting his
fiancée and future offspring.

The professional becomes personal as the doctor, in a blend of anger, frustration, and empathy, implores
George to recognize the gravity of his condition and its potential harm to innocent lives. The chapter delves
into themes of moral responsibility, the ignorance surrounding sexually transmitted diseases, and the societal
stigma attached to them. George’s journey through denial, anger, bargaining, and reluctant acceptance
reflects a profound moral awakening, induced by the harsh truths laid bare by his confidante and healer. It
culminates in a moment of profound decision-making, illustrating the harrowing choices faced by individuals
at the intersection of personal health and moral duty.

CHAPTER III -Damaged Goods

George Dupont faces the pivotal decision of his life: whether to heed his doctor's advice, risking his future
business and love, or seek a quicker cure for his disease. Rejecting the long treatment duration suggested by
his initial doctor, George opts to consult another physician, hoping for a speedy recovery. The second doctor,
operating from a dingy office, confidently promises a fast cure, dismissing the need for a lengthy treatment.



With newfound hope, George proposes to his fiancée, Henriette, a delayed marriage, deceitfully attributing
the postponement to a minor health issue rather than his true condition. His maneuvering involves a web of
lies, including feigning symptoms and crafting a narrative about consulting a lung specialist, to justify the
marriage delay without disclosing the real reason. George's manipulation extends to his interactions with
family and friends, constantly fearing the uncovering of his secret and the repercussions it might entail.

Their delayed marriage eventually proceeds, and the couple experiences blissful moments, further sweetened
by the anticipation of their first child. However, George's past discretions and the underlying deceit cast a
shadow over these joys. He worries about his wife's fidelity, prompted by his own history of deceit, and
struggles with the guilt and the complexities of maintaining his fabricated stories.

The birth of their child, a seemingly healthy baby girl named Gervaise, temporarily alleviates George's fears.
Yet, the specter of his disease and past lies looms over the family's happiness, culminating in a distressing
revelation about the baby's health. The narrative captures the tumultuous journey of George Dupont,
oscillating between deceit, fear, and the quest for redemption amidst the pursuit of love and familial bliss,
underpinned by the societal and personal implications of his health condition.

CHAPTER V -Damaged Goods

Chapter V of "Damaged Goods" presents a harrowing narrative of despair, revelation, and the harsh
consequences of ignorance and societal taboos surrounding syphilis. Madame Dupont and George are
consumed with worry for Henriette, who, distraught and inconsolable after learning about her husband's
venereal disease, locks herself away, contemplating a return to her father's home with her child, Gervaise.
The narrative explores the implosion of familial relationships under the weight of stigma and disease,
highlighting the societal and personal ramifications of such health issues.

Madame Dupont and George face the humiliating ordeal of dealing with a nurse who, aware of the family's
desperation, demands payment in cash for her silence about the family's secret, fearing blackmail. This scene
underscores the transactional and exploitative potential of secrecy and illness in a society where money and
social standing determine one's ability to navigate personal crises.

Henriette's decision to leave George and the subsequent confrontation with her father, Monsieur Loches,
reveal the generational divide and differing perspectives on marriage, honor, and disease. Monsieur Loches's
outrage and desire for vengeance contrast with the doctor's more compassionate, albeit pragmatic, approach
to the situation. The doctor's confrontations with both George and Monsieur Loches serve as a critical
commentary on the ignorance and moral hypocrisy surrounding syphilis, advocating for understanding,
education, and the dissolution of stigma as ways to combat the disease's destructive impact on individuals
and families.

The narrative expands to include a broader critique of societal attitudes towards health, particularly public
health policies and the treatment of diseases like syphilis, tuberculosis, and alcoholism. Through dialogues
with the doctor, the story questions the responsibility of individuals, families, and legislatures in addressing
and preventing such health crises, advocating for a shift from judgment to prevention, education, and
compassion.

Ultimately, "Damaged Goods" offers a poignant examination of the personal and societal consequences of
venereal disease, urging a reconsideration of the values, laws, and educational norms that contribute to the
suffering and marginalization of affected individuals. The chapter closes on a note of tentative hope,
suggesting that understanding and forgiveness, paired with a serious commitment to addressing the root
causes of public health issues, might offer a path forward for the tormented characters and, by extension,
society at large.



CHAPTER VI -Damaged Goods

In Chapter VI of "Damaged Goods" by Eugene Brieux, George's life is steeped in misery after Henriette and
their child, Gervaise, leave him. Engulfed by loneliness and despair, the absence of Henriette renders his
formerly pleasurable activities joyless, and work feels meaningless. He avoids friends for fear they know of
his troubles and contemplates suicide amid his anguish.

Unexpectedly, George encounters Therese in a park, the woman responsible for his turmoil. Their interaction
reveals her casual acceptance of her role in his downfall, attributing her actions to survival needs. This
meeting leads George to reflect on the broader implications of their situations. Feeling remorse, he extends
help to Therese by offering medical care through one of his doctor's free clinics, attempting to mend, in part,
the damage caused.

Therese's story, layered with economic desperation and social vulnerability, evokes pity over anger in
George. Their conversation with a doctor and a deputy at the free clinic further delves into societal failures
that perpetuate diseases like syphilis. The doctor criticizes the silence surrounding sexual health and
advocates for education and transparency as the means to combat ignorance and its devastating
consequences.

George's discussions with his mother and the physician concerning his own experiences, coupled with
witnessing others' sufferings, amplify his resolve for reconciliations and reforms. Henriette's eventual return,
influenced by familial pressure and a newfound understanding of George's remorse and transformation,
suggests a grim hope. The narrative concludes with broader reflections on legal, moral, and educational
reforms to address the root causes of sexual health crises, challenging societal norms and advocating for
compassion and enlightenment.

This chapter underscores the complex web of personal tragedy, societal neglect, and the dire need for
systemic change, packaging these themes in a personal story of loss, redemption, and the search for
understanding amidst widespread ignorance and taboo.


