
Cyrano de Bergerac

Cyrano de Bergerac is a classic play by Edmond Rostand about a noble, witty, and eloquent swordsman with
an extraordinary nose, whose self-doubt leads him to hide his love for the beautiful Roxane by helping
another woo her.

SCENE 1.I.

At the Hotel de Bourgogne in 1640, the stage is set for an evening of theater. The hall, resembling a tennis
court adapted for performance, features a dimly lit, oblong space with a complex arrangement of seats, a
stage adorned with royal emblems, and no chairs in the pit area, creating a dynamic and improvised ambiance
for the audience. An array of lusters, about to be lit, promises illumination and spectacle. As the curtain rises,
the space buzzes to life with a diverse crowd pouring in: troopers announce their entrance with authority,
claiming free access by virtue of their military affiliations, while a bustling mix of burghers, lackeys, and
pages, among others, fill the room with anticipatory chatter and various activities.

The scene vibrates with the energy of early spectators seeking entertainment and pastime; some engage in
fencing, others settle for card games, casting aside formality for leisure and camaraderie. The atmosphere is
charged with anticipation, as the crowd awaiting the play 'La Clorise' navigates the social playground of the
hall. Moments of humor and tension unfold—a guardsman chasing a moment of romance, a pickpocket
sharing his dubious expertise with eager apprentices, and pages mischief-making under the watchful eye of
authority—all painting a vivid tableau of a night at the theater in the 17th century.

A sense of community and revelry dominates as individuals from various walks of life converge in this
shared space, each with their motives and expectations for the evening's entertainment. Names like Rotrou
and Corneille echo the cultural and historical significance of the venue, reminding attendees of its storied
past. Anticipation builds for Master Balthazar Baro's 'Clorise', setting the stage for a night of intrigue, drama,
and the collective experience of theater-going in an era where such events were central to social and cultural
life.

SCENE 1.II.

In the bustling atmosphere of a Parisian theater, the audience gathers, showcasing a mix of the city’s finest,
from the nobility to the distinguished roués. As the crowd settles and conversations weave through the air,
Christian de Neuvillette anxiously scans the boxes, his attention divided between the gathering and his task at
hand—to find and adore from afar the lady for whom his heart beats fervently. With his newly made
acquaintance, Ligniere, a man of both wit and wine, Christian navigates the social landscape, his eyes
ultimately finding the one he seeks, Roxane, radiant and unapproachable in her box. Ligniere, indulging in
his preferred vices yet serving as a crucial link to Christian’s pursuit of love, introduces the notion of Cyrano
de Bergerac—a figure both noble and notorious, whose reputation precedes him in duels as much as in
poetry.

As discussions ebb and flow, from the trivial to the grand, the anticipation for the night’s play intersects with
the anticipation of Cyrano’s possible appearance, igniting curiosity and concern among the guests. Cyrano,
known for his unparalleled skill in swordsmanship and his uniquely prominent nose, commands both respect
and mockery, a contradiction embodied by the varying opinions of those around him. The stage is set not
only for the actors but for the unfolding drama of personal aspirations and social expectations, with Christian



torn between his admiration for Roxane and his self-doubt, Ligniere's carefree pleasures, and the looming
presence of Cyrano—each character entwined in a narrative that promises love, conflict, and the quest for
identity in the heart of 17th century Paris.

SCENE 1.III.

In Scene 1.III of "Cyrano de Bergerac," the atmosphere is thick with the intrigue and flamboyance of the
French nobility. De Guiche, a prominent figure, descends from Roxane's box, surrounded by a cluster of
obsequious noblemen, including the Viscount de Valvert. The marquises admire De Guiche's ribbons, jesting
about their color, named 'Sick Spaniard', a nod to Spain's anticipated downfall in Flanders due to De Guiche's
valor. This scene unfolds in the bustling environment of a theater, where the pit is full, and the audience
eagerly waits for the performance to begin.

Christian, a new character intrigued by the mention of Valvert, finds himself unwittingly grappling with a
pickpocket. This encounter unexpectedly turns into a revelation about Ligniere's life being in danger due to a
controversial song. The pickpocket, part of a group of a hundred men lying in wait for Ligniere, imparts this
information to Christian under the condition of secrecy demanded by his 'professional' ethics. Pressed by
urgency, Christian resolves to warn Ligniere, making haste to visit various taverns to convey the warning.

As Christian departs on his mission, the audience's anticipation for the play becomes intertwined with
concern for Ligniere's fate. The atmosphere teeters between the comedic—an audience member's wig is
humorously stolen, rendering him bald—and the suspenseful, marked by the mysterious, authoritative
presence of the Cardinal in one of the boxes. This juxtaposition of light-hearted banter and the looming threat
injects the scene with a dynamic tension, setting the stage for unfolding drama and character interactions that
promise to weave through themes of honor, deception, and valor.

SCENE 1.IV.

In this thrilling chapter from "Cyrano de Bergerac," the theater erupts into chaos as Cyrano, a figure of
unmatched wit and prowess, dictates the proceedings with an iron will and sharp tongue. When Montfleury,
the lead actor, attempts to perform, he is immediately interrupted by Cyrano's commanding voice from the
audience, demanding his departure from the stage. Despite the actor's trembling attempts to continue,
Cyrano's threats escalate, culminating in his appearance amidst the crowd, where he proclaims his readiness
to enforce his demands through violence if necessary.

The audience, divided and riled up, witnesses the confrontation between Cyrano and Montfleury, with the
latter being forcefully advised by Cyrano to exit the stage under threat of physical harm. Cyrano's audacity
knows no bounds as he then turns his threats to the aristocratic onlookers who dare to challenge him,
escalating the situation further.

Montfleury's attempt to proceed is met with Cyrano's final warning, resulting in the actor's reluctant
withdrawal, leaving the stage amidst a mixture of support and mockery from the crowd. What follows is a
display of Cyrano's disdain for mediocrity and his control over the theater, as he confronts anyone who dares
to criticize or belittle him, including a bore who questions Cyrano's actions given Montfleury's protection by
the Duke of Candal.

Cyrano, unphased by the mention of a powerful protector and the implications of his actions, stands his
ground, asserting his autonomy and disdain for societal niceties through a fearless declaration of his
independence and wit. His confrontation with a young viscount leads to a duel where Cyrano, with
unmatched elegance and creativity, composes a ballade on the spot, outmatching his opponent both in



intellect and swordsmanship.

In a stunning display of verbal and physical agility, Cyrano humiliates the viscount, proving his superiority
before a captivated audience. His victory is celebrated with applause and admiration, solidifying his position
as an indomitable force within the theater and beyond, feared and respected for his sharp wit, commanding
presence, and unmatched skill in combat.

SCENE 1.V.

In this chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," Cyrano has just spectacularly spent his entire inheritance in a day, a
gesture Le Bret deems as folly but which Cyrano defends as a graceful action. Although left with nothing,
Cyrano's pride and dignity are intact, a theme that continues to define his character throughout the narrative.
The buffet-girl, witnessing Cyrano's plight, offers him food from her buffet. Despite his Gascon pride that
would typically prevent him from accepting such charity, Cyrano takes a few grapes, a glass of water, and
half a macaroon to avoid offending her, showcasing his complex nature—proud yet considerate.

As they dine on this modest meal, Le Bret tries to reason with Cyrano about his provocative actions earlier
that evening that earned him a multitude of enemies, including influential figures and institutions like
Montfleury, De Guiche, and the Academy. Cyrano, however, delights in his insurgence, viewing his
challenge against societal norms and mediocrity as a path to being "admirable in all." He indicates that his
disdain for Montfleury, an actor he disrupted, stems from a personal vendetta connected to his love interest,
demonstrating Cyrano's passionate side and hinting at the romantic entanglements and conflicts to come.

This chapter vividly illustrates Cyrano's complex character—his bravado and wit, his disdain for societal
expectations, and his inner conflict of noble sentiments versus personal vendettas. His interactions with the
buffet-girl and Le Bret reveal a man of honor, pride, and sensitivity, setting the stage for the dramatic and
emotional journey ahead. Through these interactions, the reader gains insight into Cyrano's motivations, his
disdain for compromise, and his struggle between personal desires and societal pressures, themes that
resonate throughout the play.

SCENE 1.VII.

In this chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," Cyrano is unexpectedly approached by a duenna with a clandestine
invitation from a lady, piquing his interest and overwhelming him with emotion. The lady, his valiant cousin,
wishes to meet him secretly at dawn at St. Roch and then speak with him privately at the pastry-house of
Ragueneau, located on Rue St. Honore. Despite his initial confusion and disbelief, Cyrano agrees to the
rendezvous, which elevates his spirits to ecstatic heights. His renewed vigor is evident as he proclaims his
readiness to take on the world, reflecting his invigorated state of mind.

Shortly after, Cyrano, surrounded by actors, actresses, and officers, is informed by Cuigy and Brissaille that
Ligniere, a drunk friend, is in dire need of his help. Ligniere has received a letter warning him of a deadly
threat by a hundred men at the Porte de Nesle, prompted by a satirical song he composed. Fearing for his life
and unable to return home, Ligniere seeks shelter with Cyrano, who firmly decides to confront the hundred
men himself to ensure Ligniere's safe passage home.

Cyrano's resolve attracts the attention and admiration of the assembled company, who are moved by his
loyalty and bravery. Even as Le Bret, his friend, questions the wisdom of engaging in such a perilous fight
for a "worthless drunkard," Cyrano retells a touching anecdote about Ligniere's past act of love, which had
demonstrated his grace and won Cyrano's abiding friendship.



Ignoring warnings of the danger, Cyrano orders a march to the Porte de Nesle, rallying actors, actresses,
officers, and violinists into a makeshift procession. With declarations forbidding anyone from assisting him
in the fight, Cyrano transforms the impending battle into a theatrical spectacle, driven by a mixture of
bravery, loyalty, and a flair for drama. He leaves, leading his colorful entourage into the moonlit streets of
Paris, toward an uncertain fate at the Porte de Nesle, where a potentially deadly encounter awaits.

SCENE 2.III.

In this chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," we witness a quirky yet heartfelt scene unfold in Ragueneau's
bakery. Ragueneau, a baker with a deep passion for literature, is visited by two children seeking three pies.
As he prepares to pack the pies, Ragueneau's distress over using his precious poetry bags as wrapping reveals
his sentimental attachment to his written works. Each bag he picks up contains a verse that he cannot bear to
part with, from musings on Ulysses and Penelope to the golden-locked Phoebus, illustrating his inner conflict
between his roles as a baker and a poet.

Lise, likely Ragueneau's wife, exhibits impatience and practicality, urging him to make a decision while she
busies herself with arranging plates. In a moment of desperation to preserve his poetry, Ragueneau bribes the
children with additional pies in exchange for the return of the "Sonnet to Phillis," highlighting his preference
for art over business. The scene briefly shifts to a comedic tone as Ragueneau joyfully recovers his sonnet,
only to find it stained with butter, a subtle nod to the inevitable merge of his two worlds.

Cyrano's abrupt entry into the bakery marks a shift in the atmosphere. His urgent inquiry about the time and
his palpable emotion hint at an upcoming significant event, setting a tone of anticipation and suspense.
Ragueneau, ever the respectful and hospitable host, responds to Cyrano, while the latter's anxious demeanor
suggests that his visit is of utmost importance.

This chapter artfully balances humor with a hint of melancholy, showcasing Ragueneau's affection for his
poetry juxtaposed against the mundane reality of his bakery. Cyrano's sudden appearance adds a layer of
intrigue, leaving readers eager to understand the connection between his anxiousness and the events at the
bakery. Through dialogue and descriptive actions, the characters' distinct personalities and priorities are
vividly portrayed, enriching the narrative fabric of "Cyrano de Bergerac."

SCENE 2.IV.

In this chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," the scene opens in Ragueneau's bakery, bustling with the arrival of
characters that inject life into the setting. Ragueneau, a pastry chef and a generous patron of poets, is
introduced alongside Lise, his pragmatic wife who appears less enamored with the artistic crowd. Cyrano, a
complex character grappling with his own cowardice and love, is found contemplating a declaration of love
through a letter, demonstrating his eloquence and inner turmoil.

A musketeer, boasting an imposing presence, enters, sparking curiosity among the characters, especially
concerning his potential knowledge of a mysterious hero who single-handedly defeated eight brigands—an
act Cyrano subtly implies involvement in, yet modestly dismisses acknowledgment. This interplay of bravery
and humility underpins Cyrano's character, portraying a man of action and passion, sidestepping the credit
he's due.

As Cyrano battles with his feelings and the act of writing a love letter, embodying his romantic and
vulnerable facets, Ragueneau's poets arrive, besmirched yet spirited, bringing with them an air of jovial
poverty and hunger for both food and poetry. Their arrival shifts the scene's focus to a lighter, comical
perspective, as they indulge in Ragueneau's offerings both culinary and poetic, highlighting the contrast



between Cyrano's deep emotional turmoil and the poets' simpler, carnal needs.

Ragueneau's recitation of a recipe in verse, transforming mundane instructions into poetry, showcases the
merging of art with daily life, a theme that resonates through the baker's character and his interactions with
the poets. This backdrop serves as a stark contrast to Cyrano's silent, personal struggle to express his love,
compounded by his fear of rejection due to his appearance.

The chapter, rich in character dynamics and thematic contrasts, progresses from Cyrano's emotional conflict
to the intrusion of comedic relief through the poets' antics, concluding with a subtle acknowledgment of
human desires for appreciation and love, whether through the art of culinary or poetry, or the silent yearnings
of the heart.

SCENE 2.VI.

In this captivating scene from "Cyrano de Bergerac," the interaction between Cyrano and Roxane unfolds
with a blend of sentimental reminiscence and significant revelations. Cyrano, initially reveling in the delight
of Roxane's gratitude for his bravado against a suitor she disfavors, is soon drawn into a deeper, more
intimate conversation that harkens back to their shared childhood and innocent games. Roxane, invoking the
bond of their youth, seeks a confessional camaraderie with Cyrano, wherein she feels safe to disclose her
deepest feelings.

As the dialogue progresses, the atmosphere is thick with nostalgia and unspoken emotion. Roxane's mention
of their playful past and the simplicity of their early bond—characterized by makeshift swords, doll
hairstyles, and the innocent command she held over Cyrano—brings a gentle intimacy into the moment. This
intimacy is further amplified when Roxane attends to a scratch on Cyrano's hand, a tender gesture
reminiscent of their youth, and a measure of her enduring care for him.

Roxane confesses she is in love, but with someone unaware of her affections. This revelation momentarily
transports Cyrano to the peaks of hope and the abyss of despair as he navigates through his hidden feelings
for Roxane. The dramatic irony is palpable—Roxane speaking of a love for another while Cyrano's love for
her is so profound yet unexpressed. The man she loves, unknown to Cyrano, is described in glowing terms
that resonate with Cyrano’s own virtues, yet the emphasis on the suitor's physical attractiveness—a trait
Cyrano believes himself to sorely lack—plunges him into further despair.

The scene is a masterful depiction of romantic tension, unrequited love, and the complexities of human
emotions, all set against the backdrop of their shared memories and the unspoken truths that lie between
them. Cyrano's responses, punctuated with "Ah!," reflect a man torn between hope, fear, and a deep-seated
self-doubt, while Roxane remains oblivious to the turmoil she inflicts upon him. The interplay of past
innocence with present longing and despair crafts a poignant narrative that is both touching and tragic.

SCENE 2.VII.

In this chapter, the conversation continues between Cyrano and Roxane, revealing the deep bond of
friendship and trust between them. Roxane, expressing admiration for Cyrano's bravery, implores him to
promise that Christian, the man she loves, will not engage in duels, to which Cyrano agrees, despite his
concealed feelings for her. After Roxane departs, Cyrano's solitude is interrupted by the arrival of Ragueneau
and other characters, including Carbon de Castel-Jaloux and De Guiche, who bring news of Cyrano's
growing fame following his recent exploits.



Cyrano’s modesty and reluctance to revel in his newfound popularity are evident. Despite the adulation, he
remains focused on his promise to Roxane, showing his integrity and selflessness. The entrance of Carbon de
Castel-Jaloux and his cadets transforms the scene into one of camaraderie and military pride, celebrating the
fearless spirit and valor of the Gascons.

As the crowd grows with the appearance of De Guiche, who brings commendations from the Marshal of
Gassion, Cyrano’s personal conflict and dedication are further highlighted. His refusal to align with De
Guiche and his rejection of the trappings of success underscore his commitment to honor and personal values
over ambition.

The chapter closes with Cyrano's bold presentation of the Cadets of Gascony to De Guiche, encapsulating the
pride and identity of this group through a vibrant and defiant poetic description. Their martial prowess and
boisterous energy are vividly portrayed, reinforcing the themes of loyalty, bravery, and independence that are
central to the narrative. The chapter weaves together elements of friendship, love, honor, and heroism, setting
the stage for unfolding events that will further challenge Cyrano's convictions and desires.

SCENE 2.VIII.

In an intensely charged encounter, Cyrano confronts Lord De Guiche in front of a gathering that includes
various cadets eating and drinking. The exchange begins with a heated remark from Cyrano directed at De
Guiche, quickly interrupted by a call for porters for Lord De Guiche, signaling his imminent departure. De
Guiche, maintaining composure and donning a smile, brings up "Don Quixote" as a subject for discussion,
suggesting Cyrano familiarize himself with the chapter on windmills. Cyrano, acknowledging his familiarity,
expresses his admiration for the mad knight-errant, to which De Guiche cryptically advises understanding the
implications of fighting against windmills, hinting at potential downfall—or conversely, according to
Cyrano, an ascent to the stars.

As De Guiche exits and the bystanders disperse, Cyrano and Le Bret, among the remaining cadets, engage in
a poignant exchange. Cyrano jests with those departing without acknowledging him, while Le Bret returns,
distressed over Cyrano's propensity for exacerbating situations, potentially squandering any fate's goodwill.
Cyrano admits to his tendency to exaggerate, not out of folly but as a principled stance and for the sake of
setting an example. The chapter delves into themes of pride, principle, and the personal costs of upholding
one's beliefs, encapsulated in the banter and symbolic references to literature and chivalry, demonstrating
Cyrano's complex character and his unyielding defiance against societal pressures and norms.

SCENE 2.XI.

In this chapter, the intricate and passionate interplay between characters unfolds in a pivotal scene
highlighting themes of love, identity, and deception that thread through the narrative of "Cyrano de
Bergerac." Here, Christian, struck by insecurity and longing, confronts Cyrano with doubts about his own
ability to woo Roxane with words, expressing fear that without eloquence, his love might go unrequited. In
an act of desperation, he seeks Cyrano's help, who, despite his own love for Roxane, agrees to assist,
animated by a mix of altruism and self-effacement. Cyrano, a poet at heart and intellect by nature, finds the
proposition of lending his words to Christian not just an amusement but a poetic challenge.

Cyrano reveals he already has a letter written – a testament to his unspoken love for Roxane – and offers it to
Christian as a vessel for his sentiments. This letter, filled with passionate prose and eloquence, Cyrano
argues, requires no alteration, assuring Christian that Roxane will see his heart within these words, despite
their true authorship. The irony of Cyrano's assurances to Christian—that the letter, crafted by a man deeply
in love but not with him, would perfectly echo Christian's feelings—underscores the tragic intricacies of their



relationship with Roxane. Christian, overwhelmed by Cyrano's gesture and perhaps by the gravity of the
situation, embraces him, a moment sealing their complicity in a ruse driven by love, hope, and sacrifice.

As the scene unfolds, it becomes clear that Cyrano's love for Roxane is both his driving force and his greatest
secret, leading him to mask his feelings with a facade of nonchalance and jest. Meanwhile, Christian finds
himself trapped between his desire for Roxane's love and his moral discomfort with the deceit they
perpetrate. This chapter, thus, sets the stage for a complex interplay of emotions, highlighting Cyrano's
poignant struggle between his unyielding love for Roxane and his loyalty to Christian. It illustrates the
lengths to which he would go to see her happy, even if it means sidelining his own heart's desires, painting a
picture of selfless love and the complexities it entails within the entangled lives of these characters.

SCENE 2.IX.

In this chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," the themes of honor, pride, and the consequences of disdain for
societal norms are vividly portrayed through the conversations of the characters. Cyrano openly expresses his
preference for making enemies rather than friends, a stance that bewilders his friend, Le Bret. Cyrano finds a
peculiar joy in confronting and defying societal expectations, equating his disdain for shallow friendships to
a form of personal integrity. He likens the enervating effect of such friendships to an Italian collar,
suggesting that true pride and honor come not from ease and comfort but from the stiffness and constraint of
being surrounded by enemies, which, to him, acts as a metaphorical halo.

The entrance of Christian de Neuvillette, a new cadet, introduces a shift in the chapter, bringing to light the
importance of reputation and the fear of offending those with a prominent stature, like Cyrano. The cadets
tease Christian, hinting at Cyrano's sensitive point - his large nose - without directly mentioning it,
illustrating the power Cyrano holds over them and the fear he instills.

The chapter climaxes with Cyrano regaling the cadets with the tale of his recent adventure, deftly turning the
night into a scene of suspense and humor. The narrative is cleverly interrupted by Christian, who
unknowingly treads on Cyrano's sensitive subject, his nose, multiple times. The tension spikes with each
mention, showcasing Cyrano's struggle between his volatile temper and the restraint he musters in front of
the cadets. The scene vividly paints the complexity of Cyrano's character – a man of unyielding pride and
honor, yet capable of great self-control, driven by underlying emotions that he scarcely reveals.

Through vivid dialogues and a dynamic interplay of characters, this chapter encapsulates the essence of
Cyrano's character: his unwavering commitment to live by his principles, his disdain for societal norms that
demand conformity, and the inner turmoil that comes with maintaining his honor in a world that often
misunderstands or challenges his values.

SCENE 2.X.

In Scene 2.X. of "Cyrano de Bergerac," a heartfelt encounter unfolds between Cyrano and Christian. The
scene begins with Cyrano, actively seeking an embrace from Christian, underlining his approval and
affection for him. Christian, taken aback, soon learns that Cyrano is Roxane's kin—whom he initially calls
brother then rectifies to cousin, albeit equating both as one and the same. This revelation leads to Christian's
enthusiastic response, realizing he's speaking to someone closely connected to his beloved Roxane.

Christian expresses his immense gladness in meeting Cyrano, a sentiment Cyrano amusingly deems sudden.
Despite Christian's apologies for any presumptions, Cyrano, observant and slightly teasing, notes Christian's
handsome features, referring to him as "the villain" in jest. Christian, eager to make a good impression,
renounces any mockery he previously directed at Cyrano, particularly regarding the sensitive subject of



noses—a reference to Cyrano’s own prominent nose which has been a source of ridicule and insecurity.

The conversation takes a turn towards Roxane, with Cyrano hinting that she expects a letter from Christian.
This mention sends Christian into a panic, as he confesses his dread of expressing himself, fearing that his
lack of eloquence will ruin his chances. He labels himself a fool, a notion Cyrano contests by suggesting that
recognizing one's foolishness is in itself a form of wisdom. The scene endears both characters to the
audience, displaying Christian’s vulnerability and Cyrano’s empathetic, yet sharp-witted demeanor. Their
exchange sets the foundation for an unusual alliance, spurred by their mutual affection for Roxane and their
concomitant insecurities. Through their interaction, the scene delicately balances themes of friendship, love,
self-awareness, and the fear of inadequacy, encapsulating the essence of their imminent collaboration for
Roxane's love.

SCENE 3.I.

In Act III, titled "Roxane's Kiss," the setting unfolds in a quaint square of the old Marais district,
characterized by its ancient houses and narrow streets. The focus is on Roxane's residence, distinguishable by
its garden's lush foliage and a prominent balcony accessible from the street. A bench in front of the house
serves as a gathering point for the characters.

As the scene opens, Ragueneau, clad in a sort of servant's attire, is seen conversing with the duenna, sharing
his tale of woe that led to his current employment under Roxane. His story reveals a past entangled with
misplaced affections and financial ruin, only to be saved by the timely intervention of Cyrano de Bergerac.
Cyrano's act of rescuing Ragueneau from a dire end and securing him a position with Roxane showcases a
web of interconnected fates and kindness.

Roxane, from her window, and the duenna engage in a brief exchange about their impending visit to
Clomire's house, where a discourse on the Tender Passion is scheduled. Their conversation exudes
anticipation for the intellectual salon they are to attend, highlighting the cultural inclinations of the nobility
and their circles.

The arrival of Cyrano and two pages, equipped with arch-lutes and bearing the air of jesters more than
musicians, introduces a lighter, yet subtly complex undertone. Cyrano's wager with D'Assoucy, leading to his
temporary ownership of the pages' musical services, injects a layer of humor and eccentricity into the
narrative. Their presence, aside from providing melodic accompaniment, serves to mirror the juxtaposition of
Cyrano's multifaceted character - at once a soldier, a poet, and a philosopher.

The chapter subtly weaves themes of love, art, and existential quandaries through the interactions among its
characters. Roxane's anticipation, Ragueneau's gratitude mixed with a hint of tragedy, and Cyrano's playful
yet profound demeanor craft a spectrum of human experiences and emotions. The backdrop of the Marais,
with its historical depth and architectural beauty, further enriches the narrative, providing a vivid stage for the
unfolding drama.

SCENE 3.II.

In this chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," the theme of secret love and impending conflict is woven
throughout, reflecting the complex intertwining of affection, jealousy, and honor. Roxane reveals her deep
admiration for the poetic letters she believes are from Christian, which are actually written by Cyrano, her
secret admirer. Her praise of these letters enraptures Cyrano, even as he modestly rebuffs the notion that they
are the work of a master. Suddenly, the arrival of De Guiche disrupts the intimate conversation. The duenna
quickly ushers Cyrano away to keep Roxane's secret love undisclosed from De Guiche, who harbors his own



affections for Roxane and possesses the power to jeopardize her romantic aspirations.

Upon De Guiche's entrance, Roxane conducts herself with courtesy, masking her emotions as De Guiche
announces his departure for the war, where he will lead a siege against Arras. Despite Roxane's apparent
indifference, De Guiche is visibly pained by the distance war will place between them and the uncertainty of
their reunion. His revelation of being named the commander of the Guards, which includes Roxane's cousin
and Christian—Roxane's supposed love interest—alarms her. De Guiche's plans to avenge himself on
Roxane's cousin at Arras further complicates matters, prompting Roxane to feign despair over Christian
going to war to manipulate De Guiche into sparing the regiment from the front lines.

This chapter artfully captures the intricacies of 17th-century courtship, honor, and the tangled web of love
through eloquent dialogue and strategic maneuvering. The characters find themselves in a delicate balance of
revealing and concealing truths, driven by love, duty, and the looming threat of war.

SCENE 3.V.

In this scene from "Cyrano de Bergerac," Christian and Cyrano engage in a crucial conversation about love
and eloquence. Christian, tired of using words not his own to woo Roxane, decides to take a stand. He rejects
Cyrano's offer for further guidance in writing love letters, proclaiming his determination to express his
feelings to Roxane in his own words. Cyrano, initially skeptical, steps aside to give Christian the opportunity
to speak for himself.

As Roxane exits Clomire's house, she bids farewell to her friends and encounters Christian. The setting is
intimate, with evening falling, and they sit together, ready to converse. Christian boldly begins by confessing
his love directly to Roxane. This marks a significant moment in the play, showcasing Christian's desire to be
genuine and speak from his heart, despite his earlier reliance on Cyrano's poetic talents to communicate his
affection.

This scene encapsulates the themes of love, authenticity, and the struggle for genuine self-expression. It also
sets the stage for the development of the characters' relationships, highlighting the complexities of love and
the lengths to which individuals will go to both hide and reveal their true feelings. The contrast between
Cyrano's eloquence and Christian's simplicity adds depth to the narrative, exploring the idea that sincerity
may hold more power than the most beautifully crafted words.

SCENE 3.VI.

In this chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," a tense and emotional scene unfolds, highlighting Cyrano's
ingenious wit and deep affection for Roxane. Christian, desperate to regain Roxane's favor, is unable to
articulate his feelings eloquently. Cyrano, hidden in the shadows, steps in to salvage the situation by
whispering sweet nothings for Christian to parrot to Roxane, who is visibly unimpressed with Christian's
initial attempts at communication.

As Christian stumbles over Cyrano’s poetic lines, Cyrano becomes more directly involved, ultimately
replacing Christian under the balcony, unbeknownst to Roxane. The dialogue that transpires between Cyrano
and Roxane is rich with eloquence, showcasing Cyrano’s unparalleled verbal prowess. Cyrano, speaking in
whispers and allowing Roxane to believe she is still conversing with Christian, crafts his words with such
sincerity and depth that Roxane is visibly moved. This moment marks the first instance where Cyrano feels
his true self emerging, unencumbered by his usual bravado or fear of rejection due to his appearance.



The scene is further enhanced by the contrast between the darkness of the night and the light from Roxane’s
balcony, symbolizing Cyrano's hidden truths versus Roxane's illuminated presence. Cyrano eloquently argues
against the use of wit in love, advocating for genuine expression of feelings, which he believes carries far
more substance and truth. He paints a compelling picture of authenticity in love, contrasting it with the
superficial elegance of calculated courtship.

Roxane is captivated by the depth and novelty of the conversation, noting a distinct change in tone from what
she believed was Christian's voice. She is intrigued and touched by the heartfelt words that, unbeknownst to
her, Cyrano delivers with passionate earnestness. The chapter closes with a powerful reflection on sincerity
and the transformative power of true expression in love, setting the stage for the unfolding drama between
these three intertwined characters.

SCENE 3.IX.

In the heart of Paris, under the silver gleam of moonlight, an enchanting scene unfolds between Cyrano,
Christian, and Roxane. Cyrano, ever the wordsmith, guides Christian in wooing Roxane, who stands aloof on
her balcony. The night air is thick with anticipation as Christian implores Cyrano to help him win a kiss from
the fair Roxane. Cyrano, conflicted by his own hidden love for her, hesitates but is swept up in the romance
of the moment.

As the friar departs, having been given directions by Cyrano, he leaves behind a scene teeming with
emotional turmoil. Cyrano returns to Christian's side, their scheme to win Roxane's heart through poetic
words and tender pleas under the guise of darkness continues. Christian's desire for a kiss becomes the
central plea, a symbol of their growing intimacy, despite Cyrano being the true architect of these tender
verses.

Roxane, emerging on her balcony, rekindles the conversation, led by Cyrano's fervent speech on the
innocuousness and beauty of a kiss. Through Cyrano's eloquence, the conversation subtly shifts from jest to
sincere emotion, drawing Roxane and Christian closer to the culmination of their night's endeavor—a kiss.
Cyrano articulates the act of kissing as a natural progression of their tender exchange, a mere heartbeat,
transitioning from tears to the sweet thrill of their lips meeting.

In this chapter, the juxtaposition of Cyrano's hidden feelings against Christian's apparent desires creates a
poignant narrative. Cyrano, behind the veil of darkness and anonymity, pours his soul into words meant for
another, crafting an atmosphere of longing and unfulfilled love. The beauty of the prose lies not just in the
pursuit of love but in the tragic irony of Cyrano's selfless act—helping another win the heart of the woman he
loves.

The dialogue weaves a complex web of emotions—hope, desire, and the bittersweet tang of longing—all
under the Parisian night sky. It's a mesmerizing dance of words where Cyrano is both conductor and
participant, lost in the shadow of his guise. This chapter captures the essence of romantic tragedy, the
unspoken love that fuels Cyrano's eloquence, constructing a poignant narrative that resonates with the themes
of love, sacrifice, and hidden desire.

SCENE 3.X.

In a captivating scene from *Cyrano de Bergerac*, a sudden encounter unfolds as Cyrano, under the guise of
a casual passerby, inquires about Christian's presence, to which a surprised Christian responds. Roxane greets
her cousin warmly, momentarily leaving to attend to something within the house. The atmosphere is laced
with anticipation as a friar, previously mistaken in his destination, confidently asserts that he has found the



correct address, much to the bemusement of Cyrano who had been corrected on the pronunciation of
Roxane's name.

As Roxane, Christian, and the bumbling pastry cook, Ragueneau, re-emerge, the scene is set for revelations.
The friar, with a mix of innocence and oblivious duty, presents Roxane with a letter under the belief of
conveying a sacred message. The contents of the letter, however, are from the persistent De Guiche,
declaring an undying love for Roxane and his intentions to see her against her wishes. Through this letter, De
Guiche reveals his plan to defy expectations and remain hidden within the convent's walls, longing for one
more encounter with Roxane. The audacity of De Guiche's actions is clear, as he orchestrates a plan to
secretly meet Roxane under the cover of night, utilizing the unwitting friar to communicate his intentions.

This moment brims with tension and intrigue, painting a vivid picture of De Guiche's desperate measures to
win Roxane's affection, her annoyance at his persistence, and the intricate dance of characters maneuvering
around each other's secrets and desires. The scene masterfully weaves together themes of love, deception,
and the lengths to which one will go to fulfill their heart's desire, setting the stage for the unfolding drama
that lies ahead.

SCENE 3.XI.

In this captivating chapter from "Cyrano de Bergerac," we are thrust into the thick of a comic yet tension-
filled scenario. Cyrano, with his sharp wit and boundless ingenuity, devises a clever ruse to detain De
Guiche, going to great lengths to ensure that Roxane and Christian can share private moments. His plan
unfolds dramatically when he leaps from a balcony, feigning a miraculous fall from the moon right in De
Guiche's path.

Upon "landing," Cyrano adopts a Gascon accent and launches into an elaborate and fantastical tale of his
journey from the moon, employing a blend of confusion, astonishment, and scientific jargon to bemuse and
distract De Guiche. Claiming no metaphor, Cyrano vividly describes his celestial fall, astonishing De Guiche
with declarations of his travel methods, including tears of dew for ascension and encounters with
constellations, presenting each absurdity with the earnestness of a scholar and the zeal of an explorer.

Cyrano's performance is so compelling and detailed that despite De Guiche's impatience and skepticism, he
finds himself unwittingly engaged, following Cyrano as he describes six innovative methods he purportedly
invented for moon travel. From harnessing dew and sunbeams to constructing a grasshopper-like apparatus
powered by saltpeter, Cyrano's imagination knows no bounds. Each method surpasses the last in creativity
and scientific fantasy, pulling De Guiche further into Cyrano's charade.

Cyrano's adept manipulation of the conversation, marked by his feigned ignorance of earthly matters upon
his "return," and the inventive explanations for his space travel, not only stalls De Guiche but also showcases
Cyrano's unparalleled quick thinking and eloquence. This spectacle culminates in an amusing yet poignant
moment of distraction, enabling the lovers their coveted time together and highlighting Cyrano's loyal and
sacrificial nature.

Throughout the exchange, despite De Guiche's initial frustration and desire to dismiss Cyrano's ramblings, he
becomes entranced by the sheer audacity and innovation of Cyrano's claims. By the end of their conversation,
De Guiche, though dismissing Cyrano as a mad but learned fool, cannot help but be swayed by the fantastic
narrative, proving the power of Cyrano's intellect and the depth of his dedication to aiding Christian and
Roxane's love.

SCENE 3.XII.



In a dramatic turn of events, De Guiche stumbles upon Roxane and Christian, freshly wed and beaming with
joy, only to be surprised and somewhat admiring of the cunning maneuver that managed to bring them
together against all odds. Cyrano, the engineer of this unforeseen pairing, earns De Guiche's begrudging
respect for the imaginative plot that led to the marriage—a tale he jests would intrigue even the saints at the
gates of Paradise.

The scene, brightened by the presence of a smiling friar who officiated the marriage, Ragueneau with a
candlestick, and a bewildered duenna, encapsulates a mix of emotions ranging from joy to impending sorrow.
De Guiche, initially taken aback, quickly regains his composure and transitions from admiration to subtle
hostility. He reveals to the newlyweds that Christian's regiment, including the Gascony Cadets, is to depart
immediately for battle. This announcement casts a shadow over the celebratory mood, underscoring the harsh
reality of war intruding on personal happiness.

Roxane's despair at the news is palpable as she clings to Christian, desperate not to part from him so soon
after their union. De Guiche, with a cold satisfaction, emphasizes the distance that will now separate the
lovers, insinuating that their wedding night, and by extension their consummated love, lies far in the future.

Christian and Roxane share a poignant moment of farewell, their brief exchange highlighting the deep
affection between them and the cruel timing of their separation. Cyrano, ever the stoic guardian of their
happiness, witnesses this exchange, his heart heavy with the knowledge of the pain and danger that lie ahead.
De Guiche's parting sneer to Cyrano, hinting at the emotional torment he expects this separation to cause,
illustrates the complex layer of rivalries and affections that define the relationships between these characters.
This chessboard of love, duty, and conflict sets a somber tone as the chapter closes, leaving the characters on
the brink of uncertainty and war.

SCENE 4.I.

Act IV of "Cyrano de Bergerac," titled "The Cadets of Gascony," portrays the grim reality of soldiers at the
siege of Arras. The scene unfolds as day breaks, revealing the cadets of Gascony, including Christian, asleep,
wrapped in their mantles amidst a backdrop of a besieged landscape, with the distant walls of Arras outlined
against the sky. The ambiance is one of quiet desperation, punctuated by distant gunfire, which the leaders,
Carbon de Castel-Jaloux and Le Bret, fear might wake the sleeping soldiers.

Both Carbon and Le Bret are depicted as visibly worn and thin, a testament to the harsh conditions they are
enduring. Theirs is a silent vigil, guarding the rest who find solace in sleep from starvation's grip. Le Bret and
Carbon discuss their dire situation in hushed tones, emphasizing the severity of their lack of supplies; even
whispers of cursing are cautioned against, lest they disturb the cadets' slumber. Carbon tries to offer some
comfort with the maxim, "He who sleeps, dines," highlighting the desperate attempts to find solace in bleak
circumstances.

The occasional firing heard in the distance serves as a somber reminder of the ongoing conflict, with Carbon
plaintively remarking how the noise threatens to awaken his 'sons'—a term of endearment for the cadets
under his command. Despite their hunger and adversity, the moment Cyrano is mentioned as approaching,
there's a subtle shift in tone, suggesting that his presence might bring a change, or at least a distraction, from
their current despair.

This chapter encapsulates the harrowing ordeal of soldiers in siege, their camaraderie in adversity, and the
anticipation of Cyrano’s arrival, hinting at the pivotal role he plays amongst the cadets. Through succinct
dialogue and vivid description, Rostand crafts a scene that is both poignant and tense, setting the stage for
developments to come.



SCENE 4.III.

In this chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," the cadets are struggling with hunger and despair in their camp near
Arras. Amidst their misery, they long for the slightest taste of food, envisioning pheasants and carps only to
reveal their meager finds—a gudgeon and a sparrow—which ignites thoughts of mutiny among them due to
the dire state of their provisions.

Carbon de Castel-Jaloux, the captain, calls out for Cyrano's assistance as the men's spirits hit a low point.
Cyrano emerges, embodying calm and wit with a pen and book in hand, ready to confront the despair of his
comrades. He engages the cadets with his characteristic blend of humor and stoicism, making light of their
hunger by jesting that a hollow stomach can serve as a drum for the assault or suggesting humorously that
they could eat "patience" or even the pages of the "Iliad" he was carrying. His attempt to lift their spirits
includes satirical remarks about wishing for meals from the first minister in Paris, hinting at their dire need
for support and sustenance.

Despite the cadets' vocal expressions of hunger and desperation, Cyrano maintains a focus on morale rather
than physical needs, emphasizing the power of words and spirit over the body's demands. He romanticizes
the notion of dying for a noble cause with a poetic gesture, rather than succumbing to illness or the passive
defeat by hunger.

To shift the focus from their gnawing hunger, Cyrano directs Bertrand the fifer, formerly a shepherd, to play
old country airs on his flute. He recognizes the need to evoke memories of home and simpler times, using
music as a means to transport the cadets away from their immediate hardships. The playing of traditional airs
from Languedoc serves as a poignant reminder of their heritage and personal histories. Cyrano's efforts to
distract and uplift emphasize the themes of resilience, camaraderie, and the enduring strength of the human
spirit amidst adversity. Through Cyrano's leadership, the scene encapsulates the blend of tragedy and
comedy, with the grim reality of war contrasted against the enduring wit and resolve of its characters.

SCENE 4.IV

In this chapter, the scene unfolds with the cadets grumbling about their condition, hinting at the mixture of
pride and hardship that defines their lives. Their leader, Carbon, declares a stubborn independence, reflecting
the autonomy and strong will of his troop. As De Guiche enters, the atmosphere tautens; his attempt to assert
dominance over the rebellious cadets quickly turns into a showcase of wit and resolve, especially from
Cyrano.

De Guiche's attempt to belittle the cadets for their disdain towards his aristocratic manners and perceived
cowardice at the battle of Bapaume is deftly parried by Cyrano, who subtly exposes De Guiche's act of
abandoning his identifying white scarf during the fray as an act of cowardice, not cunning. The revelation
that Cyrano had retrieved the scarf, risking his own life, underscores his bravery and mocks De Guiche's
pretense of strategy.

The scene turns more serious as De Guiche reveals that the camp is in danger of being attacked due to the
absence of a significant portion of their army. His treachous plan to use a spy to mislead the enemy into
attacking a supposedly weakly defended point reveals his willingness to sacrifice the cadets for the greater
good—though it's clear his motivations are mixed, with personal vendettas also at play.

Cyrano's and the cadets' reactions to De Guiche's manipulations are spirited and fearless, ready to turn their
dire circumstances into a testament to their valor. The notion of fighting a battle overwhelmingly against
them is embraced not just as duty but as an opportunity to prove their mettle.



The intimate moment between Cyrano and Christian brings the chapter to a poignant close. Aware of the
looming battle, Christian desires to send Roxane a final love letter. Cyrano, ever prepared, presents a letter he
had preemptively written, blending duty with personal anguish and unrequited love. This chapter intricately
weaves themes of honor, strategy, loyalty, and love, setting the stage for the upcoming conflict with a
complex interplay of character dynamics and revealing deeper layers to Cyrano's and Christian's characters.

SCENE 4.V.

In this exhilarating chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," the arrival of Roxane at the siege introduces both
concern and delight amongst the soldiers and key characters, Cyrano and Christian. Roxane, with a spirit as
daring as her love, surprises everyone by her presence, declaring her allegiance to "King Love" amidst the
grim backdrop of war. The reactions are mixed; while Cyrano is momentarily paralyzed by her presence,
oscillating between joy and apprehension, Christian is overtaken by both love and fear for her safety. De
Guiche, representing authority, immediately questions the prudence of her staying, yet Roxane, undeterred,
makes herself comfortable among them, demonstrating her resilience and adaptive spirit.

Roxane's journey to the frontline is depicted with a mixture of horror and whimsy. She recounts the sights of
devastation with a gravity that seems to momentarily shift the atmosphere from romanticism to the harsh
realities of war. Her comparison of her carriage to Cinderella's pumpkin chariot amidst such desolation
captures the stark contrast between the world of tales and the brutality of conflict. Yet, her lighthearted
interaction with Christian, blowing him a kiss, encapsulates the enduring power of love and affection despite
the surrounding darkness.

The chapter vividly portrays Roxane's character: her determination, her ability to navigate through danger
with a blend of naivety and courage, and her unwavering commitment to her "King Love" shine prominently.
Simultaneously, it highlights the bond between the characters and their varying reactions to Roxane's arrival,
capturing a moment of lightness in the grim setting of war. Her passage through the Spanish lines, a
testament to her ingenuity and the underestimation of women's resourcefulness in times of conflict, serves as
both a critique and a praise of the strength found in love and loyalty. This chapter not only advances the plot
but deepens the exploration of its central themes: the complexities of love, the absurdities and tragedies of
war, and the strength of the human spirit.

SCENE 4.VI.

In this compelling chapter from "Cyrano de Bergerac," tension and drama intertwine with moments of
camaraderie and unexpected mirth amid the specter of impending battle. Roxane, with unwavering
determination, declares her refusal to leave the battlefield despite the mortal danger, asserting her presence
beside her beloved, Christian. Her audacity and fearlessness amuse and inspire the gathered soldiers, leading
Cyrano to remark on her heroism.

De Guiche, confronted by Roxane's courage and her accusation of intending her widowhood, exits to inspect
the cannon, leaving her amidst the soldiers eager to defend her honor. The troops, stirred by Roxane's
resolve, hurriedly prepare themselves, transforming their rugged camp into a stage set for gallantry and valor.

Carbon de Castel-Jaloux, displaying formal courtesy even in such dire circumstances, introduces the cadets to
Roxane, emphasizing the blend of military readiness and courtly manners. The soldiers, each with a lineage
as long as their swords, vie for Roxane's attention, demonstrating their readiness to die for her, turning their
loyalty and valor into a pledge symbolized by attaching Roxane's handkerchief to Carbon's lance as an
improvised flag.



The atmosphere shifts from solemn to jubilant as Roxane reveals her carriage contains food for the famished
soldiers, bringing relief and joy to the them. Ragueneau, Roxane’s coachman, transforms from a mere servant
to a hero in his own right as he distributes the luxurious feast he had been concealing, drawing cheers from
the soldiers.

This moment of levity, however, is a poignant reminder of the soldiers' grim reality—they face a battle that
could be their last. Yet, Roxane's presence, her unyielding spirit, and her provision of comfort in such a stark
situation knit the group closer, offering a glimpse of humanity's capacity to find unity and warmth even in the
darkest times.

As the chapter closes, Cyrano seeks a moment to converse privately with Christian, indicating that beneath
the camaraderie and immediate concerns of war, personal dilemmas and secrets still press urgently on
Cyrano's heart. The blend of valor, loyalty, and personal drama encapsulates the essence of this chapter,
showcasing the complex interplay of human emotions and the enduring spirit of camaraderie amidst
adversity.

SCENE 4.VII.

In this lively chapter from "Cyrano de Bergerac," the escalating tension of an imminent battle intertwines
with the camaraderie and high spirits of Cyrano's company. Roxane, displaying her unwavering courage and
compassion, insists on performing her duty to the soldiers, bringing a touch of domestic warmth to the
battlefield by distributing wine-soaked biscuits, despite Christian's attempts to detain her for a private
moment. The scene is set against the backdrop of an impending assault, with the Gascon soldiers cleverly
concealing their feast at the sudden arrival of De Guiche, a move that invites suspicion and curiosity from the
commander.

De Guiche's entry triggers a comedic display of feigned innocence among the soldiers, who are poorly hiding
their intoxication and the evidences of their banquet. His observations and the soldiers' tipsy bravado lead to
humorous exchanges that lighten the mood, showcasing the Gascon spirit of defiance and improvisation. De
Guiche himself becomes unwittingly entangled in their mirth, despite his attempts to maintain discipline and
focus on the strategic realities of war.

The camaraderie among the soldiers is further highlighted when De Guiche, initially planning to depart, is
moved by Roxane's decision to stay, recognizing the gravity of their plight and choosing to share in their fate
by offering support with the last remaining cannon. This gesture of solidarity from De Guiche earns him
newfound respect from the soldiers, bridging the gap between commander and troop, and even suggesting a
shift in his character from authority figure to compatriot.

Roxane's presence not only serves as a catalyst for De Guiche's change of heart but also reinforces her role as
a beloved figure whose bravery and steadfastness inspire those around her. The surprise reappearance of the
hidden food, now openly shared with De Guiche, symbolizes a moment of unity and defiance in the face of
adversity, blending the themes of valor, loyalty, and the enduring human spirit amidst the shadows of war.

SCENE 4.VIII.

In a revealing conversation between Christian and Cyrano, Christian is astonished to learn about Cyrano's
daring efforts. Despite being cut off from communication, Cyrano admits to braving danger to deliver letters
to Roxane twice daily. This admission leads Christian to realize the depth of Cyrano's dedication, marked by
a love so profound that it propels him to risk his life for the sake of communication. However, before they
can delve deeper, Roxane's arrival cuts their conversation short.



As Roxane approaches, the scene shifts to a moment of tender reunion. She passionately explains to Christian
that it was his letters, filled with ardor and eloquence, that compelled her to traverse dangerous paths to be
with him. She confesses that the compelling power of his words, starting from a memorable confession of
love beneath her window, has deeply moved her, transforming her feelings into adoration. Each letter, she
claims, has only deepened her affection, showing the immense influence of Christian's written expressions of
love on her.

This exchange highlights a complex web of emotions and relationships. Christian's visible struggle with the
situation hints at his internal conflict between his love for Roxane and the deceptive arrangement with
Cyrano. Meanwhile, Roxane remains blissfully unaware of the intricacies behind the letters that have fueled
her journey and her love. The backdrop of cadets and military leaders bustling, issuing orders amidst a camp
preparing for conflict, contrasts sharply with the personal drama unfolding, underscoring the intertwining of
love and war, personal sacrifice, and the tragic ironies that suffuse their relationships. This scene sets the
stage for upcoming revelations and confrontations, as the characters grapple with the consequences of their
actions and the illusions that have brought them to this point.

SCENE 4.IX.

In this stirring scene from "Cyrano de Bergerac," the depth of Roxane's love for Christian is profoundly
revealed, contrasting sharply with the superficial adoration he feared was the basis of their relationship.
Christian, grappling with insecurity, expressively yearns for Roxane's love, not for the external beauty or wit
he is known for, but for a connection that transcends these surface traits. Roxane passionately assures him
that her love is rooted not in his physical allure or eloquence but in the essence of his being—his "true self"
that she adores.

Roxane's declaration that she would continue to love Christian even if he were to lose his external charm or
become physically unattractive prompts a deeply emotional response from him. This moment of vulnerability
and revelation leads Christian to realize the purity and depth of Roxane's feelings, which are not conditional
on physical attributes or superficial charm. Despite this, Christian's concern for the welfare of the cadets, who
are about to face death, shows his inherent nobility. He urges Roxane to share a moment of kindness and
attention with the soldiers, a gesture that not only highlights Christian's selflessness but also provides a
poignant reminder of the impending tragedy they are all facing.

The scene is beautifully framed by the interaction between Christian and Roxane, and Christian's push for
Roxane to comfort the cadets, thereby juxtaposing personal love with the broader themes of honor, duty, and
the fleeting nature of life. It's a moving exploration of love's ability to look beyond the physical and
superficial, focusing instead on the enduring and immutable essence of a person.

SCENE 4.X.

In a compelling scene fraught with tension and emotion, Christian presses Cyrano to let Roxane choose
between them, desiring her love to be for his own essence, not Cyrano's poetic soul. As Christian steps away,
Cyrano and Roxane engage in a poignant discussion about unconditional love, wherein Roxane declares her
love for Christian would persist regardless of his appearance. This revelation stirs Cyrano, hinting at a
possibility of love for himself, but this hope is brutally quashed by news of an impending battle climax.

As Roxane presses for the cause of Cyrano's distress, a rapid succession of cannon reports signal the battle's
commencement. Amidst the chaos, the arrival of cadets carrying the mortally wounded Christian shifts the
scene to one of tragic revelation. Roxane, devastated, learns of her husband's injury and clings to a letter,
believing it from Christian, not realizing Cyrano's hand in it. As the battlefield clamors for attention, Cyrano,



torn between his secret love and duty, prepares to join his fellow soldiers, signaling a valiant if desperate
fight ahead.

Christian, in his dying moments, is made to believe by Cyrano that Roxane's love for him is untouched by his
appearance, a noble lie by Cyrano to comfort him. Roxane's grief at Christian's death is profound, as she
lavishes praise on the soul and intellect she believes were Christian’s, unaware that Cyrano is the true source.

The imminent battle forces Cyrano to part from Roxane, entrusting her safety to De Guiche. A sense of duty
and vengeance fuels Cyrano as he rallies the Gascons, using a kerchief from Roxane as a symbolic banner.
Despite overwhelming odds, Cyrano leads a fearless charge, their defiance punctuating the air as they face
the enemy's ranks head-on, in a stark testament to their courage and Cyrano’s undying spirit.

This chapter paints a tragic tableau of love, valor, and self-sacrifice, as characters confront their deepest
desires and fears amid the harsh realities of war, leaving an indelible mark on the narrative’s heart.

SCENE 5.I.

Act V of "Cyrano de Bergerac," set in 1655 within the serene park of the Sisters of the Holy Cross in Paris,
introduces an atmosphere rich with autumnal beauty and tranquility. The vivid description sets the stage:
Majestic trees, an expansive house with broad steps, a central plane tree standing with an almost sentinel-like
presence, and a semi-circular stone bench tucked among large boxwood trees. The background unfurls with
an alley of chestnut trees extending toward a chapel, barely visible through the tree branches, all under a sky
viewed through layers of green lawns, other paths, tree clusters, and the winding expanse of the park.

Autumn has cloaked the foliage in red, contrasting with the eternal green of the lawns and the darker hues of
the boxwood and yew trees. Yellow leaves blanket the ground under each tree, their presence also felt on the
steps and benches, their rustle a constant underfoot in the alleys. Amidst this natural tapestry, a large
embroidery frame stands beside a chair, surrounded by baskets filled with skeins and balls of wool, a tapestry
left incomplete.

As the curtain rises, the serenity of the scene is complemented by the quiet activities of nuns within the park.
Some walk gently to and fro, while others gather on the stone bench, weaving a semblance of a community
around an elder Sister. The tranquility of their routine is lightly disturbed by an innocuous moment of vanity
from Sister Claire, who is caught glancing not once, but twice in a mirror, presumably to check if her coif sits
just right.

This opening scene, elegantly capturing a moment suspended in time, sets a contemplative tone, hinting at
themes of reflection, the passage of time, and perhaps the impending intrusion of the external world into this
secluded serenity. Through the detailed description of the surroundings and the simple, yet telling,
interactions among the nuns, a vivid backdrop is established for the developments to unfold in this final act
of the play, promising a blend of beauty, melodrama, and perhaps introspection.

SCENE 5.II.

In a poignant scene marked by the harsh realities of life and the shadows of past decisions, we are drawn into
a moment of quiet reflection and revelation in the gardens of a convent. Sister Martha and Sister Claire,
alongside Mother Marguerite, provide a brief insight into Cyrano's current state—starving, yet too proud to
accept aid, a reflection of his unwavering spirit, yet haunted by the specter of poverty. The arrival of Roxane,
draped in the somber hues of widowhood, alongside the Duke de Grammont, formerly Count de Guiche,
introduces a dialogue filled with regret, forgiveness, and a love that transcends death itself.



Roxane remains steadfast in her mourning and love for the deceased, holding onto his last letter as a sacred
relic next to her heart, signifying her enduring connection to him, suggesting that his presence lingers, a
testament to their unbreakable bond. The Duke seeks forgiveness and reflects on his possible underestimation
of Cyrano's character, hinting at a complex history marred by unspoken truths and misjudgments.

The conversation shifts as Le Bret enters, bringing grave news of Cyrano's deteriorating condition, painting a
vivid picture of his struggle against societal disdain, personal poverty, and the unforgiving approach of
winter. Despite his formidable spirit, symbolized through his unmatched swordsmanship and sharp wit,
Cyrano is depicted as battling unseen foes far deadlier than any man—the creeping, relentless assault of
solitude, hunger, and cold.

This chapter eloquently explores themes of love, loyalty, sacrifice, and the unyielding human spirit in the
face of adversity. It balances the weight of past actions with the tender, enduring hope found in genuine
connection and remembrance. Through the interactions of Roxane, the Duke, and Le Bret, we are offered a
glimpse into the complexities of history, the pain of loss, and the poignant beauty of remaining faithful to
one's heart amid the unrelenting passage of time.

SCENE 5.V.

In the final moments of *Cyrano de Bergerac*, the scene sets a tone of reflective melancholy mixed with
enduring affection. Roxane, seated outside a convent, anticipates Cyrano's arrival amidst the serene beauty of
autumn—a metaphorical backdrop highlighting the themes of change, decay, and the enduring spirit. As she
waits, Roxane remarks on the comfort brought by the season's calm, contrasting with the dazzle of April,
symbolizing her personal journey of grief and acceptance over the years.

Cyrano, albeit arriving late for the first time in their long history of meetings, brings a lively presence marred
by his pale visage, an immediate signal of his declining health. Their interaction effortlessly mixes banter
with moments of poignancy. Cyrano plays along with a pretense of having been detained by a creditor, a
poignant metaphor for his impending death, showcasing his penchant for masking pain with humor.

The interaction with Sister Martha introduces a light-hearted yet solemn undertone, as Cyrano jests about his
condition while concealing his suffering. His request for prayers from Sister Martha, a departure from his
usual mockery of religious piety, hints at his introspection and acknowledgment of his mortality.

Roxane and Cyrano's conversation, drifting from playful rebukes to observations of falling leaves, reflects a
deeper philosophical contemplation of life, beauty, and the inevitable decline. Cyrano's attempt to maintain
normalcy through recounting court gossip juxtaposes his physical struggle, emphasizing his dedication to
comforting Roxane till the end.

As Cyrano's strength wanes, culminating in a moment of collapse, Roxane's awakening to his condition
marks a pivotal emotional turn. Her reference to the wound she carries, metaphorically tied to the love and
loss represented by Christian's letter, intertwines with Cyrano's own visible and invisible scars.

The chapter concludes with a touching request from Cyrano to read the letter, symbolizing his yearning for
closeness and acknowledgment of their deeply intertwined souls. Through this request, the narrative arc
poetically circles back to their complex relationship, underscored by themes of unrequited love, sacrifice, and
the enduring beauty of the human spirit despite its fragility.

SCENE 5.VI.



In this climactic chapter of "Cyrano de Bergerac," Roxane discovers the truth about Cyrano's deep,
unconfessed love for her, a revelation that unfolds amidst Cyrano's fatal injury. Despite his steadfast denials,
Roxane perceives the soul behind Cyrano’s poetic words and the voice that serenaded her was his, not
Christian's. The poignant scene is disrupted by the arrival of Le Bret and Ragueneau, who are aghast at
Cyrano’s critical state, precipitated by a cowardly attack—a stark contrast to the noble end Cyrano had
envisioned for himself.

As his life ebbs away, Cyrano grapples with the irony of his existence; celebrated in Molière's plays through
stolen scenes yet living in the shadows of unrecognition. His life, full of passionate yet unclaimed literary
genius, battles fought for honor, and unrequited love, is winding to a close. Among quiet confessions,
Roxane laments the love lost twice—first with Christian’s death and now with Cyrano’s impending demise.
Cyrano, still embodying the vibrant spirit of a poet and warrior, refuses to succumb despondently to death.
Instead, he envisions himself ascending to a celestial paradise where he’ll reunite with kindred spirits like
Socrates and Galileo.

In his final moments, Cyrano defies death with a sword in hand, confronting his life’s adversities as
embodiments he must duel against—Falsehood, Compromise, Prejudice, Treachery. His resolve unshaken,
Cyrano fights these invisible foes with the last of his strength, championing the values he lived by: truth,
courage, and integrity. Ultimately, Cyrano leaves behind a legacy encapsulated in the valor of his final stand
and the purity of his unyielded spirit—his love for Roxane, noble and unwavering till his last breath. He asks
Roxane to mourn him alongside Christian, symbolizing his eternal connection to both her heart and
Christian’s memory. Cyrano’s passage is marked by a defiant challenge to death and the darkness, his spirit
indomitable as he crosses into the afterlife, leaving behind a testament to his unmatched courage and the
transcendent power of love.


