
Chapter 40

In the chilling chapter of Feyre's journey, our protagonist stands before Amarantha, awaiting the
commencement of her second trial in a cavernous space, devoid of decoration except for its gilded walls.
With Tamlin observing silently behind Amarantha and the sinister Attor by her side, Feyre is confronted with
Amarantha's smug anticipation of her failure. Without giving away her fear, Feyre braces for the challenge
ahead, steadfast in her resolve not to expose any weakness despite the daunting atmosphere.

Amarantha mockingly inquires if Feyre has solved her riddle yet, only to offer a twisted form of 'practice' for
the upcoming ordeal. Despite the fear and uncertainty clouding her thoughts, Feyre finds a momentary flicker
of courage through a stolen glance at Tamlin, attempting to draw strength from their shared resilience.

The trial begins abruptly, with the ground beneath Feyre shifting, lowering her into a pit. As the reality of her
situation unfolds, she discovers Lucien, chained and vulnerable, on the opposite side of the chamber, setting
the stage for a harrowing test. Feyre is tasked with choosing the correct lever to answer a riddle carved into
the wall of the pit, with only three options available. Failure to choose correctly would result in both her and
Lucien's deaths by a descending spiked grate.

Faced with her illiteracy and the impossibility of the task, Feyre grapples with despair and resignation to her
fate. However, guided by instinct and the fleeting hope that luck might favor her choice, she chooses the third
lever, narrowly avoiding disaster. The grate halts just inches above her, marking her victory in the trial, but
leaving her emotionally shattered.

The aftermath is a sobering reflection on her limitations and the realization that her survival was more a
matter of chance than skill. As Feyre struggles with her vulnerability and the looming threat of the final task,
Rhysand's presence offers a twisted form of comfort, leaving her conflicted between gratitude and resentment
towards her unlikely savior.

Feyre's ordeal underlines the themes of resilience in the face of insurmountable odds, the importance of inner
strength, and the complexities of her relationships with Tamlin and Rhysand. The trial not only tests her
physical and mental fortitude but also exposes the depths of her character and the stark realities of the faerie
world she finds herself entangled in.


