
Chapter 39-The tenant of wildfell hall

Chapter 39 of "The Tenant of Wildfell Hall" by Anne Brontë reveals the protagonist's heightened resolve to
protect her son from the corrupting influence of his father and his company. The narrator, a distressed
mother, watches with horror as her young son is encouraged in vices and coarse behaviors by his father and
father's friends, determined to make "a man" out of him, despite her best efforts to shield him. With a resolute
heart, she plans an escape for herself and her son, fearing the long-term effects of such an environment on his
upbringing and character.

The chapter intricately describes her conflicting encounters with Mr. Hargrave, who, unlike the others, shows
some restraint in encouraging the child's misbehavior but harbors his own ulterior motives towards her. His
offer of protection and the subsequent confrontation underscores the protagonist's desperate but steadfast
intention to flee the toxic atmosphere of her current life, regardless of the societal implications and personal
sacrifices involved. Her husband's lewd disregard for their marriage, articulated blatantly in front of his
friends, solidifies her decision to leave, adding a sense of urgency to her plans.

Amidst the unfolding drama, the poignant moment shared with her son, Arthur, about the nature of
wickedness, reveals the innocence yet piercing insight of the child, highlighting the internal struggle of the
narrator in preserving the purity and well-being of her son against the corrupt influences surrounding him.

The chapter, while deeply emotive, also foreshadows the determination and resilience required for the
protagonist to pursue a daunting path towards freedom and protection of her child's innocence. It lays bare
the social constraints and moral dilemmas faced by women in her situation, underscoring the themes of
maternal love, moral integrity, and the pursuit of autonomy against oppressive relationships and societal
norms.


