
Chapter 35

In Chapter 35, the protagonist wakes up in a dungeon, disoriented and injured, with a broken nose and
swollen face. As they regain consciousness, they realize they have been imprisoned by Amarantha, in a cell
devoid of their weapons and filled with the dull light of torches from beyond the bars. Trying to assess their
injuries and maintain their composure, they vow not to panic, despite the dire circumstances.

A visit from Lucien brings some relief and a dim glimmer of hope. Lucien heals the protagonist's nose
partially, leaving enough signs of injury to avoid suspicion from the guards. He explains that the guards will
soon change, urging the protagonist to keep their spirit alive for the trials ahead. Lucien's ability to heal,
despite being weakened by Amarantha's curse, signifies his loyalty and suggests that some of his powers
remain. The mention of other High Lords being summoned and restricted by Amarantha underscores her
control and the gravity of the situation.

Despite being physically weakened, the protagonist remains mentally fierce, determined not to succumb to
despair or the fears that the harsh environment and Amarantha’s cruelty instill. They briefly reflect on their
own culpability in current events, motivated by love and a desperate wish to right wrongs. This introspective
moment highlights their resilience and resolve to face the challenges Amarantha has set before them.

Amarantha’s throne room scene further emphasizes the protagonist's desperate situation. Confronted by
Amarantha, the protagonist is forced to reveal their name under the threat of Lucien's safety. This act reveals
the protagonist's sacrificial nature and their willingness to risk everything for those they care about. Lucien's
support, despite the danger it presents to him, illustrates the deep bonds formed between characters, even
amidst the backdrop of treachery and deceit.

Amarantha presents the protagonist with a riddle, offering freedom as the reward for its solution. The riddle,
loaded with implications of grace, bravery, and the elusive nature of true victory, sets the stage for the
protagonist’s mental prowess to be tested. This scene crystallizes the struggle not just for physical survival,
but for intellectual and emotional resilience against the capricious cruelty of Amarantha's court.

In summary, Chapter 35 paints a vivid picture of despair, resilience, and the complexities of power. Through
physical suffering, mental fortitude, and emotional depth, the protagonist navigates the treacherous waters of
Amarantha's dungeon and court, setting the stage for a battle that is as much about wits and willpower as it is
about physical strength.


