
Chapter 15

Chapter 15 plunges into a tense confrontation in the forest where the protagonist faces the naga, serpentine
creatures with humanoid traits known from ominous legends. As these creatures emerge, revealing their dark,
scaly skin and flesh-shredding talons, the protagonist finds herself alongside the Suriel, both regarded as
prey. The naga, speaking of gifts and meals, hints at their dark intentions towards the Suriel and our
protagonist, who is determined not to go down without a fight.

Backing away with an arrow nocked in her bow, she plans her escape, all while the naga inch closer,
relishing the hunt. In moments of quick decision-making, she manages to free the Suriel, causing a
distraction but making herself the primary target. Despite her efforts to fight back, including a desperate
scream and a strategic shot with her bow, the naga's overwhelming numbers and strength force her into a
perilous retreat through the woods, where she barely maintains a lead over her pursuers.

The chase heightens as the protagonist engages in a lethal dance with the naga, utilizing every ounce of her
survival instincts. She deflects and attacks with her bow, eventually resorting to a knife in a gritty
confrontation that leaves her bloodied but fierce. Just as the situation seems dire, Tamlin, the High Lord,
arrives with ferocious might, dispatching the naga with swift, gruesome efficiency. The relief of his arrival
does not erase the raw terror of the encounter, nor the physical and mental scars it leaves.

In the aftermath, Tamlin's healing touch and the reality of their escape bind them in a moment of
vulnerability and unspoken understanding. Despite the protagonist's injuries and the shock of the attack,
Tamlin's presence offers not just physical healing but also a fleeting sense of security amidst the chaos of
their world. As they leave the scene of the battle, the protagonist wears Tamlin's tunic, a symbolic gesture of
his protection and a stark reminder of the brutality they just survived. This chapter weaves together themes of
survival, the brutal nature of their world, and the complexities of the protagonist's relationship with Tamlin,
each element skilfully contributing to the narrative's tension and emotional depth.


