
CHAPTER XVII - The Circus Boys on the
Mississippi

During a tense encounter in the field adjacent to the circus lot, Phil Forrest, the focal character and a
dedicated Circus Boy, narrowly escapes a dangerous confrontation with two mysterious adversaries. The
stealthy evasion sees Phil ingeniously outpacing his pursuers, leveraging his athletic prowess to secure a
momentary advantage, only to decide to confront one suspect, Diaz, aboard their floating circus home.

Despite Phil's suspicion and his determined return to the boat, his interaction with Diaz yields nothing
conclusive, leaving Phil perplexed by the timeline of Diaz's movements. This doubt is further compounded
by Phil's conversation with his friend Teddy, who unknowingly confirms Diaz's early presence on the boat,
challenging Phil's theory of the evening's events.

As Phil navigates through these uncertainties, he remains vigilant, keenly observing the circus crew's
disembarkation, seeking signs of guilt or unusual behavior. His concern is not only for his welfare but also
for the collective safety of his circus family, fostering a protective instinct bolstered by his previous
experiences of sabotage within the circus.

In a moment of contemplation, Phil shares his fears and suspicions with Mr. Sparling, the Circus owner. The
discussion delves into the possibility of internal sabotage, hinting at past incidents and rivalries that have
marred the circus's journey. The discerning Mr. Sparling, while acknowledging Phil's concerns, emphasizes
the importance of prudence and the dire need to identify and apprehend the culprits threatening their tight-
knit community.

Through a careful blend of intrigue and introspection, this chapter underscores the themes of loyalty,
courage, and the relentless pursuit of justice. Phil's story is a testament to the resilience and camaraderie
inherent in the traveling circus, navigating challenges not just in the performance ring but in the intricate web
of interpersonal relationships that define their unique way of life.


