
CHAPTER III - The Circus Boys on the
Mississippi

Chapter III of "The Circus Boys on the Mississippi" captures a day filled with humor, mild confrontation,
and poignant reflection. The chapter opens with Mr. Sparling, the show owner, enjoying an amusing moment
when Teddy performs an unplanned act causing him to laugh despite the breach in discipline. Teddy's
interaction with Mr. Sparling shows a light-hearted side of circus life, with a hint of Teddy's daring character,
as he boasts about controlling a donkey named January.

The narrative then shifts as Phil and Teddy ponder over the show’s unconventional route across Illinois,
sparking curiosity about Mr. Sparling's secretive planning for the circus’s destinations. This uncertainty
among the performers hints at the unpredictable nature of circus life.

Amid the daily routines and minor squabbles, particularly the tension between Phil and a clown named Diaz,
the narrative takes a deeply sentimental turn. The circus commemorates Decoration Day, adding layers of
depth to the understanding of how circus folks maintain connections with the broader societal traditions and
personal memories amidst their nomadic lifestyle. Mrs. Waite’s makeshift grave for her husband, a soldier
killed at Gettysburg, symbolizes a poignant bridge between her itinerant circus life and the permanence of
death and remembrance. It shows the circus as a tight-knit community that supports each other's ways to
honor past relationships and obligations beyond the immediate allure of the circus.

The chapter skillfully balances light, comedic moments with the realities and challenges of circus life,
including the bonds formed among its members. It captures the essence of a life constantly in motion, yet
ever connected to the larger, static world beyond the circus tents, highlighting themes of memory, honor, and
the multifaceted nature of human connections within this unique setting.


