
CHAPTER 4

Chapter 4 begins with the author recounting frequent encounters with people convinced of his destiny to
become president, both before and after contemplating a presidential run. Despite others’ confidence and
sometimes prophetic assurances, he harbors skepticism about destiny and divine plans, attributing more to
chance and individual effort in navigating life's uncertainties.

As 2006 progresses, signs that a presidential run is feasible accumulate. Requested to keep his options open,
he wavers but eventually entertains the notion, spurred by unprecedented attention and support. Various
political insiders and colleagues offer encouragement and advise consideration, highlighting his unique
appeal and potential to inspire a broad coalition of voters.

In conversations with senior senators and political advisors, the feasibility of a campaign is debated, with
strategic and existential considerations coming to the fore. Despite other capable Democratic contenders, the
author’s perceived ability to energize and unite different segments of the American electorate sets him apart.

However, considerations extend beyond political strategy to personal sacrifices. His wife, Michelle, initially
resistant due to the invasive nature of politics and its impact on family, becomes a crucial voice. The
narrative reveals her evolution from skeptic to a cautious supporter, highlighting the complex interplay
between personal relationships and political ambitions.

A pivotal moment arises during a team meeting where Michelle asks why he specifically needs to be
president, prompting a reflection on the historical and symbolic significance of his potential presidency,
especially for minorities and the disenfranchised. His response captures a sense of mission transcending
political objectives — to inspire and transform perceptions both domestically and globally.

This chapter intertwines introspective contemplation with practical political maneuvering, illustrating the
author's cautious yet deliberate journey towards embracing a path filled with both historic opportunity and
personal risk. Through candid reflections and pivotal conversations, it encapsulates the weight of deciding to
pursue the American presidency.


